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Welcome!

Academia Columbus
Since 2000 Academia Columbus has been offering high-
quality language courses. Our international Spanish 
schools in San José / Heredia - Costa Rica, Quito - Ecuador 
and Playa del Carmen - Mexico offer year-round Spanish 
courses either in small groups or in private lessons. 
New Spanish courses start every Monday of the year 
in all schools for all levels (except absolute beginners). 
You will improve your skills rapidly due to our mini 
group instruction with an average of 3 and a maximum 
of 5 students per group. Our schools are all centrally 
located and offer a great learning atmosphere in modern 
classrooms.

All our schools are members of the “International 
Association of Language Centers” (IALC) and meet the 
highest international teaching standards. The excellent 
quality of our schools is continuously verified through 
independent inspection.

Besides our language courses, we also offer internships 
and volunteering opportunities in all three countries. 
Explore new cultures, gain work experience abroad and 
add an impressive highlight to your resume with an 
internship in a foreign country!

¡Bienvenidos!
Learn Spanish with Academia Columbus and take the 
opportunity to improve your Spanish skills, get to know 
new cultures, discover and travel through interesting 
countries and make new international friends!

Our schools are located in Costa Rica, Ecuador and 
Mexico. All three course locations enchant their visitors 
with their typical Latin American charm. A wealth of 
history and colorful culture full of traditions and customs 
combined with modernization make our course locations 
attractive travel destinations. In addition to their cultural 
diversity, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Mexico are all rich in 
natural beauty and boast numerous national wildlife 
parks, tropical rainforests, active volcanoes, beautiful 
beaches and coral reefs. Also the Mayan ruins and the 
Galápagos Islands are famous all over the world and 
will make your stay in Latin America an unforgettable 
experience!

What are you waiting for?  
Get ready for an exciting trip to Latin America  
and discover “La Pura Vida”!
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Learn Spanish in Ecuador, Costa Rica & Mexico

Our Philosophy

Our Philosophy 
´Living and Learning Spanish´ is not just a slogan for us. It´s 
a concept we try to realize for every student that studies 
with us. We do not just teach Spanish to our students, but 
we also offer them the opportunity to use their acquired 
skills in real-life situations: to ´live´ Spanish. We believe 
this is essential to achieve maximum learning success.

´Living the Language´ goes well beyond our practical 
classroom lessons. The learning of a new language also 
takes place outside the classroom. That´s why we offer 
students the opportunity to live in well-selected host 
families, offering not just an accommodation, but also an 
excellent opportunity to apply newly learned language 
skills in everyday conversations. Therefore host-family-
stays form an integral part of the ´Living and Learning 
Spanish´ philosophy.

The language also mirrors a country’s cultural life. 
Students can get to know the culture of the country by 
living with their host family, but we also offer them an 
extensive social and cultural program and excursions 
which we organize in addition to our lessons. 

Importance of Spanish
Over 450 million people in the world speak Spanish, 
of which over 350 million are native speakers in over 
20 countries. This makes Spanish the second most 
frequently-spoken language in the world after Chinese. 
Furthermore, more and more people around the world 
choose to learn Spanish as a foreign language, which is 
proof of the ever-increasing significance of the Spanish 
language.

Language courses in Spanish-speaking countries have 
notably gained in popularity during the last decade. 
Without a doubt the best way to learn a foreign language 
is to learn it in the country where it is spoken in daily life, 
guaranteeing a complete immersion in it. We also believe 
that in order to be able to truly understand and dominate 
a language, you need to understand the culture behind it. 

Spanish is also very important in the business world 
and during the next decade the significance of Spanish 
will only continue to grow. Due to the globalization 
more companies will do business with Latin American 
companies; multinationals will have more branches in 
Latin America; and the economic integration throughout 
the continent will be furthered. 

LIVING
SPANISH

tuition

host
family

activity
program
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Why Academia Columbus?

7. The right Spanish Course for you
We offer year-round language courses in both private and 
mini group classes, and in intensive and super intensive 
courses. Every Monday new courses start for all levels 
(except absolute beginners). In our special Professional 
Spanish courses, we offer students the ideal preparation 
for the professional world or forthcoming internships, 
focusing on field specific vocabulary. Tailor-made learning 
allows you to learn at your own pace and improve your 
Spanish skills rapidly.

8. Internships & Volunteering
We offer internship and volunteering opportunities in 
local and international companies and organizations. 

9. Combine Course Locations
Academia Columbus offers 3 great, but very different 
destinations. Why not make the most of your stay in Latin 
America and combine several destinations in one trip? 
Since we use the same teaching method and materials 
in all our schools, you can easily combine 2 or 3 locations 
and continue your studies without interruption. We offer 
our students maximum flexibility!

10. Quality Guarantee
With more than 12 years of experience Academia 
Columbus offers high quality Spanish courses. All our 
schools are members of the “International Association 
of Language Centers” (IALC) and meet international 
teaching standards. The high quality of our schools is 
continuously verified through independent inspection. 
In 2009 we were nominated for the StarAward Spanish 
Language School Worldwide (Language Travel Magazine 
StarAwards). 

1. Personal Counseling
Our schools are privately managed institutions that give 
personal attention and counseling to each of our students 
- assisting you with every aspect of your stay - to help you 
make the most of your learning experience. 

2. Small Class Size
Students of equivalent Spanish proficiency levels are 
divided into mini groups with an average of 3 and a 
maximum of 5 students for all classes.

 3. Integrated Teaching Concept
Our schools use the ´Prisma Latinoamericano´ teaching 
materials as a base for our programs. This method has 
been specifically developed to cover the latest aspects 
of teaching Spanish to foreign students within the Latin 
American countries. The teaching materials are up-to-
date and follow the guidelines developed by the Instituto 
Cervantes, guaranteeing the efficient study of Spanish as 
a foreign language.

4. Qualified Teachers
All our teachers are native speakers and have several 
years of experience in teaching Spanish as a foreign 
language. Most of them have a university degree and 
they participate in continuous training to guarantee the 
highest teaching standards.

5. Carefully Selected Accommodations
All accommodations are carefully chosen and are 
regularly inspected to guarantee quality, cleanliness, and 
support standards.

6. Extensive Social and Cultural Program
We organize many social and cultural activities during 
the week following our philosophy ´Living and Learning 
Spanish´. On weekends students have the opportunity 
to participate in excursions to explore the country and 
the culture. All school activities - with the exception of 
excursions - are included in the price of the language 
course.
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Learn Spanish in Ecuador, Costa Rica & Mexico

Academic Information

Academia Columbus Mexico in Playa del Carmen offers 
a great opportunity to combine a Spanish course with 
a relaxing holiday in the Caribbean. This enchanting 
Mexican town has a great tourism infrastructure without 
being overcrowded. Learn Spanish at our school right in 
the heart of Playa del Carmen, just a short distance away 
from the beach and the bustling Quinta Avenida! For 
more information consult page 30.

Lessons
Lessons last 60 minutes and are taught in blocks of 2 
lessons alternating with breaks. Punctuality, classroom 
participation and completion of homework before 
entering the class are essential to guarantee an optimal 
learning environment. Class sizes are small: students of 
equivalent Spanish proficiency levels are divided into 
mini groups with an average of 3 and a maximum of 5 
students for all classes.

Teachers
All our teachers have a degree and extensive experience 
in teaching Spanish as a foreign language. Continuous 
training further guarantees our teachers‘ expertise 
and therefore optimal learning success. We employ a 
wide range of modern teaching strategies, supported 
by multimedia elements. Central to all of our courses 
is a strong focus on applying the language in practice 
following our philosophy ´Living and Learning Spanish´.

Schools
Academia Columbus runs three Spanish language 
schools in Latin America: in tropical San José (Costa Rica), 
in the Andean city Quito (Ecuador) and the beach resort 
Playa del Carmen (Mexico). All schools are centrally and 
safely situated in residential areas and offer a family 
atmosphere with high quality instruction in small groups.

Our school - Academia Columbus Costa Rica - lies in the 
heart of charming Santo Domingo de Heredia, just a few 
minutes by bus from the lively capital city San José. The 
school is surrounded by a tropical garden with palm trees 
and exotic plants, and has 15 bright, spacious classrooms 
that provide an excellent learning environment. All 
accommodations are within walking distance of the 
school. For more information, please go to page 22 of 
this brochure.

Quito, Ecuador´s capital and second-largest city, offers 
a fantastic, spring-like climate all year round, as well as 
impressive panoramic views of the snow-capped Andes 
mountain range. Our school building is located in the 
modern part of one of the continent´s safest and most 
dynamic metropolises. For more information see page 
26 of this brochure.

Our Levels
Our proficiency levels are in accordance with the common European framework for foreign language teaching.  
We teach all levels from absolute beginners to proficiency:

A1 - Beginner
In this first level, you will learn the basic, 
general vocabulary to speak in simple 
conversation in the present, future and past 
tenses. You will gain the ability to express 
yourself about opinions, descriptions, daily 
routines, preferences, and needs. You will also 
be able to interact with natives, ask questions 
and answer with organized speech

A2 – Elementary
Following mastery of basic conversations,you 
will add the ability to express yourself in 
the present, past, and future tenses within 
conversations. You will be able to speak about 
traveling, history and future plans. You will 
learn to form structured communication 
patterns using contrasts and comparisons

B1 - Intermediate
At this level you will learn to speak about 
anecdotes, wishes, and probabilities in 
the past and future. You will learn to form 
arguments about general life topics. You will 
also proceed to give advice,express wishes, 
and justify situations. You will express yourself 
in correctly-structureds tatements and 
questions. 

B2 – Upper Intermediate 
At this stage, you will communicate fluently, 
giving opinions both formally and informally. 
You will learn to express opinions about 
general ideas as well as specific topics. The 
student will mature argumentation abilities 
through speaking and writing. You will learn to 
form hypotheses and speak about possibilities, 
as well as to coherently defend points of view.

C1 - Advanced
At the advanced level, you will learn to 
fluently express complex situations. You will 
also master the understanding of idiomatic 
expressions and be ready to express 
yourself react, and interpret naturally during 
conversations or debates.

C2 - Proficiency
At the highest level, you will master the 
language, with the ability to give detailed 
opinions about any topic. You will be able to 
participate with well-structured expressions 
about any topics. Successful completion of this 
level will give you the tools to speak as a native 
Spanish speaker. 
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Placement Test
All students take an online test prior to the course start 
which will help us to determine their level of Spanish. 
Beginners are not required to take the test, and should 
start only on beginner starting dates. Students will be 
assigned to their course based on the test results and a 
short interview on the first day of classes. In addition to 
the course levels listed on page 6, we are able to divide 
the levels even further , if necessary, to place our students 
in the most suitable class for them. Should a student be 
unhappy with his/her assigned course, it is possible to 
change the course after consulting the teacher or the 
director of studies.

Workshops & Free Tutoring
In addition to our language courses, we also offer a weekly 
workshop on grammar or pronunciation for all students 
at a fixed time in the afternoon. Furthermore, you can 
request free tutoring once per week to repeat topics from 
your lessons for which you require further explanation. 
Students can contact our director of studies at school in 
order to arrange a time for the tutoring lesson.

Quality Guarantee
With more than 12 years of experience Academia 
Columbus offers high quality Spanish courses. All our 
schools are members of the “International Association 
of Language Centers” (IALC) and meet international 
teaching standards. The high quality of our schools is 
continuously verified through independent inspection. 
Furthermore we are a member of ALTO (Association of 
Language Travel Organizations) and in 2009 we were 
nominated for the StarAward Spanish Language School 
Worldwide (Language Travel Magazine StarAwards). 
Our Super Intensive courses are recognized in Germany 
for Bildungsurlaub in a number of German states. Please 
contact us for more information. 

Teaching Method
Our schools use the ´Prisma Latinoamericano´ teaching 
materials as a base for our programs. This method has 
been specifically developed to cover the latest aspects 
of teaching Spanish to foreign students within the Latin 
American countries. The teaching materials are up-to-
date and follow the guidelines developed by the Instituto 
Cervantes, guaranteeing efficient study of Spanish as a 
foreign language.

Besides text and exercise books, we use a wide range of 
additional teaching materials (broadcasts, CDs, video, 
television, movies and lectures), guaranteeing high 
quality instruction in all areas: speaking, reading, writing, 
listening, grammar and vocabulary. We use games and 
role-plays to improve communication between students 
and to inspire their creativity, powers of association and 
reflection as well as their cultural understanding.

After successful completion of their course (minimum 
attendance of 80%), all students will receive a course 
certificate.
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Courses

Overview

Courses Costa Rica Ecuador Mexico

Intensive Course 20 lessons per week x x x

Holiday Course 16 lessons per week x

Super Intensive Course 25 lessons per week x

Super Intensive Course 30 lessons per week x x

Intensive Plus Course (20 in group + 10 individual) x x x

Intensive Plus Course (20 in group + 5 individual) x

Intensive Plus Course (25 in group + 5 individual) x

Professional Spanish (Business, Tourism, Literature etc.) x x x

Individual (1:1) Intensive Course 20 lessons per week x x x

Individual (1:1) Super Intensive Course 25 lessons per week x

Individual (1:1) Super Intensive Course 30 lessons per week x x

DELE Preparation x x x

Spanish and Internship/ Volunteering x x x

Spanish & Salsa x x x

Spanish & Culture x x x

Spanish & Cooking x x x

Spanish & Diving x

Tailor Made Courses/ Group Courses x x x
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Intensive Courses

Super Intensive Course
For students who want a more intensive course we offer 
our Super Intensive Course of 30 lessons per week. You 
will have 6 hours of class per day, consisting of the 20 
lessons intensive course plus 2 lessons of extra focus on 
conversation, writing and revision of difficulties.

In Mexico our Super Intensive Course consists of 25 
lessons per week, which means 5 hours per day. 

Intensive Course
The Intensive Course is our standard program of 20 
lessons per week of general Spanish. This means you 
will have 4 hours of class per day from Monday to Friday. 
The course is offered year-round at all 6 levels and is 
taught in mini groups with maximum 5 and average 3 
students with the same proficiency level. Before the start 
of your language course, you will take a placement test 
which helps us to place you in the correct group. You will 
develop and improve all language skills (writing, reading, 
listening and speaking). Besides the language, you will 
also learn more about the culture of Latin America and 
the specific country where you are studying. 

For students who prefer a less intensive course we offer 
our Holiday Course in Mexico which consists of only 16 
lessons per week. You will have 4 hours of class per day 
from Monday to Thursday, providing you with long 
weekends to travel or simply enjoy the beach.

Costa Rica

Course Facts
Start dates: 
Every Monday, year-round, except for absolute 
beginners (see price list for beginner start dates) 
Nº of lessons: 
20 lessons per week in mini group
Levels: All levels from absolute beginner to proficiency
Minimum age: 18 years
Max. nº of students/group: 5
Average nº of students/group: 3
Timetable: 08.30 – 13.00 
Subject to change (classes can also be held in the 
afternoon during peak season)

Course Facts
Start dates: 
Every Monday, year-round, except for absolute 
beginners (see price list for beginner start dates)
Nº of lessons: 
30 lessons per week in mini group (25 in Mexico)
Levels: All levels from absolute beginner to proficiency
Minimum age: 18 years
Max. nº of students/group: 5
Average nº of students/group: 3
Timetable: 08.30 – 13.00 and 14.00 – 16.00
(In Mexico 08.30 – 14.00) – Subject to change
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Intensive Plus

Professional Spanish 
Our Professional Spanish courses are generally available 
as one-to-one training only and prepare students for the 
special requirements of professional life. Field-specific 
vocabulary, precise formulation and fluency in speech 
are the main goals of these courses. This special course 
provides an ideal learning environment that is tailored to 
each student’s specific needs. Students are encouraged to 
fine-tune the content of the course with their teachers so 
that it fully meets their needs. Our Professional Spanish 
courses also offer a great preparation for any internship.

The choice of subject is entirely up to our students.  
Popular choices are, amongst others:

 3 Business
 3 Medicine
 3 Tourism
 3 Law
 3 Literature
 3 Culture and Civilization 

Students can choose to have just individual classes or 
take the Intensive Plus combined course and choose to 
address a special area in the individual 'plus' hours. 

'

Intensive Plus
The Intensive Plus Course is a combined course of the 20 
lessons intensive general Spanish in mini groups plus 10 
individual classes in the afternoon to address personal 
interests or difficulties in the language. In Mexico we 
also offer the 20 lessons general intensive Spanish plus 
5 individual lessons per week (1 per day) and 25 lessons 
super intensive Spanish plus 5 individual lessons.

Individual Classes (1:1)
In our individual classes, the content of the course as well 
as the tempo is personalized according to the customer‘s 
needs and wishes. Therefore students are afforded the 
maximum amount of flexibility and individual support. 
You can choose from an Intensive (20 lessons per week) 
or Super Intensive (25 or 30 lessons per week) Individual 
Course.

Course Facts
Start dates: 
Every Monday, year-round, except for absolute  
beginners (see price list for beginner start dates)
Nº of lessons: 
20 lessons per week in mini group + 10  
(or 20+5 and 25+5 in Mexico) individual lessons
Levels: All levels from absolute beginner to proficiency
Minimum age: 18 years
Max. nº of students/group: 5
Average nº of students/ group: 3
Timetable: 08.30 – 13.00 and 14.00 – 16.00 (in Mexico 
for the 20+5 combination: 08.30 – 14.00, for the 25+5 
combination: 08.30 – 15.00) – Subject to change

Course Facts
Start dates: 
Every Monday, year-round  
(see price list for beginner start dates) 
Nº of lessons:
20 or 30 (25 in Mexico) individual lessons per week or as 
Intensive Plus
Levels: All levels from absolute beginner to proficiency
Minimum age: 18 years
Max. nº of students/group: 1
Timetable: 08.30 – 13.00  
(and 14.00 – 16.00 in the case of super intensive; in 
Mexico 08.30 – 14:00) – Subject to change
Or as Intensive Plus

Course Facts
Start dates: 
Every Monday, year-round
Nº of lessons: 
20, or 30 (25 in Mexico) individual lessons per week
Levels: All levels from absolute beginner to proficiency
Minimum Age: 18 years
Max. nº of students/group: 1
Timetable:08.30 – 13.00  
(and 14.00 – 16.00 in the case of super intensive; in 
Mexico 08.30 – 14:00) – Subject to change
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Welcome!

Tailor Made Courses 
& Closed Groups
Academia Columbus provides tailor made courses for 
individuals (business executives, students studying for 
a specific exam, etc.) or any type of group (high school 
groups, university groups, commercial organizations, 
etc.) who need to address a specific linguistic area, want 
to be taught in closed groups, or have any other wishes 
that differ from our general offer. Please contact us for 
a group quotation or a plan for specialized linguistic 
training.
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DELE Preparation Course

DELE Preparation Course
The DELE (Diploma for Spanish as a Foreign Language) 
is an internationally recognized official qualification with 
permanent validity. It´s the only official certificate for 
foreign students recognized by the Instituto Cervantes. 
It´s very useful to obtain for any student who wants to 
have formal proof of their achieved Spanish level and 
especially for those who want to study at university or 
work in Spanish-speaking countries.

The course will prepare you for the exam and if you meet 
the required entry level it will take 6 weeks. These 6 weeks 
will consist of 20 lessons per week general Intensive 
Spanish plus 10 lessons to prepare you specifically for 
the DELE exam of the level of your choice. We prepare 
for Diploma A1, A2, B1 and B2. If you do not meet 
the required entry level, you can of course enroll in our 
general Intensive or Super Intensive course for a longer 
period of time to get to the level you need to be able to 
prepare yourself for the exam.

There is also the possibility to prepare for the exam in 
individual lessons only. Please contact our office for the 
recommended duration of your course.

Registration for the examination is not included in the 
course price. Examinations are held in May and November 
and can only be taken at official examination centers 
designated by the Instituto Cervantes. We can help you 
with your registration, but it´s your own responsibility to 
meet the deadline (approx. 5 weeks before the exam).

Course Facts
Start dates: 
see price list for start dates (approx. 7 weeks in advance 
of the official DELE exam)
Nº of lessons: 
20 lessons per week of general Spanish in mini group + 
10 lessons to prepare for the exam.
Levels: Please consult our office for the required entry 
levels for the respective exam of your choice
Minimum age: 18 years
Max. nº of students/group: 5
Average nº of students/group: 3
Timetable: 08.30 – 13.00 and 14.00 – 16.00  
– Subject to change
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Spanish & Volunteering
Volunteering is a valuable item on your curriculum. 
Besides the fact that it shows flexibility, open-mindedness 
and the courage to explore the unfamiliar, it also shows 
your commitment to social values and responsibility. 
Practice your Spanish while helping to preserve nature by 
volunteering in national parks, or help with conservation 
and research of sea turtles in various locations or teach 
English to children. For more options please contact our 
office.

Volunteering Requirements
The requirements for a volunteering placement are 
an intermediate to high level of Spanish (B1-B2 ; there 
are a few projects you can participate in with a basic 
knowledge of Spanish) and a minimum age of 18 years. 
The minimum duration of your Spanish course (general 
Intensive 20 lessons per week) will be 4 weeks, but you 
can choose the length of your volunteering project. If 
you only have a limited period of time available you 
can choose to do a short project as from 2 weeks, but 
of course you are also free to stay longer. You can even 
opt to change projects after two weeks to gain more 
experience in different kinds of areas.

Please see the overview on the next page for some 
examples of Volunteering projects. Again, not all projects 
are available in all of our destinations. Please contact our 
office for more information.

 

Spanish & Internships
Essential to any modern CV in this globalized world, 
internships are proof of determination and practical 
experience. And, especially when done abroad, they 
show flexibility, open-mindedness and the courage 
to explore the unfamiliar. We offer internships all year 
round in many different areas throughout Ecuador, Costa 
Rica and Mexico. Benefit from our co-operation with 
numerous prestigious local and international companies 
and organizations!

Our internship program in Latin America will provide you 
with the unique opportunity to improve your Spanish 
skills in a professional environment, experience the 
working life in a Latin American company, and get to 
know different ways of thinking and working. This will 
provide you with invaluable experience for your future 
professional career.

Please see the overview for examples of professional 
fields in which we offer internships. Please note that these 
are just examples and not all internships are available in 
all of our destinations. Placement depends on various 
factors, such as availability, your level of Spanish, your 
CV, your experience in the relevant subject area and your 
wishes. We cannot guarantee a placement in the area of 
your choice, but we will do everything we can to find the 
right internship for you.

Internship Requirements
The requirements for a work experience placement are 
an intermediate to high level (B1-B2) of the Spanish 
language and a minimum age of 18 years. You are free to 
decide on the length of your work experience subject to 
the approval of the company, but the standard duration 
is 3 to 4 months (longer is possible as well). The minimum 
duration for the internship is 8 weeks, in some areas 12 
weeks, and you are required to take at least 4 weeks of 
Spanish (general Intensive Course 20 lessons per week) 
with us before you start your internship. Students who 
do not meet the required level to be able to start their 
internship can enroll in any of our courses for a longer 
period of time. 

Internship/ Volunteering
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Overview Possible Internship and Volunteering Opportunities in Different Areas:

Social Sector (e.g. working with street children or people with disabilities)
Education (e.g. teaching English to children, child day-care)
Ecology (e.g. in a national park, in an environmental protection project, conservation and research of sea turtles)
Tourism  (e.g. in a hotel, dive shop, tour operator or travel agent) 
Medicine (e.g. nursing, dentist, work placement in a hospital) 
Administration (e.g. market research, reception, translations and other administrative tasks)

Overview Application Process
1. Apply with cover letter and resume in Spanish
2. We contact our partner organizations
 and companies
3. We confirm further details about the internship place- 
 ment or volunteering project
4. Begin language course (min. 4 weeks)
5. Begin internship or volunteering (min. 8 weeks or 2  
 weeks respectively)
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Spanish & More

Spanish & Culture
Find out more about Latin America‘s rich cultural heritage 
through cultural visits, discussions and interesting 
lectures on a variety of cultural topics!

In these culture lessons, students will learn about cultural 
topics related to the country, including literature, art, 
religion, music, cuisine and sports. Students will visit 
cultural organizations, the surroundings and learn 
about daily life and customs in the different countries. 
Visits to the cultural attractions in the surroundings are 
included, such as markets, churches, museums, theatres, 
cultural centers, city halls, sport facilities, town fairs and 
festivities.

Spanish & Cooking
Experience Latin American cuisine, visit the local food 
market and cook a typical specialty dish together with 
your teacher!

Our Spanish & More course with cooking lessons helps 
you learn to appreciate the local food and the art of 
preparing typical dishes. While you are studying Spanish 
you will learn the secrets of the local cuisine. Students 
will learn about local food, visit supermarkets and/or 
local markets, talk about the ingredients, and participate 
in making and tasting some of the most famous local 
dishes.

Spanish & Salsa
Learn to dance Salsa and other forms of Latin American 
dance in our salsa dance classes with an experienced 
dance teacher!

Join our Spanish & More course with Salsa lessons. This 
option allows you to study Spanish and at the same time 
learn one of the most exciting dances of our time: Salsa. 
Salsa music is very popular in Latin America and under 
Latinos worldwide. It´s generally a Spanish Caribbean 
genre that goes back to the 1960s and ´70s when Cuban 
and Puerto Rican immigrants in the New York City area 
developed a particular style. Nowadays there are many 
different styles and variation of salsa, such as the Salsa 
Romántica from the 1980s.

Spanish & More
Each Spanish & More course will be combined with our 
Intensive Spanish course (or Holiday Course in Mexico 
in the case of Diving) and consists of 4 lessons which are 
held on 2 afternoons per week. The maximum number of 
students per group is 5. Please consult our price list for 
dates and prices. 
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Spanish & Diving
Discover the beautiful underwater world in the second 
largest coral reef in the world!

During your studies at our Spanish school in Playa del 
Carmen, Mexico, you can explore the Caribbean Sea 
and see rays, barracuda, giant turtles, and other kinds of 
tropical fish.

We offer different diving packages (such as PADI courses 
or multiple day diving packages) upon request.

Course Facts
Start dates:
Salsa and Culture: every 1st Monday of the month
Cooking: every 3rd Monday of the month
Diving: every Monday

Nº of lessons:
20 lessons per week Intensive Course plus 4 lessons of 
Salsa, Culture or Cooking 2 afternoons per week
In Mexico possibility for 16 lessons per week Holiday 
Course if combined with Diving 
Diving package upon request

Levels: All levels
Minimum age: 18 years
Max. nº of students/group: 5
Average nº of students/group: 3
Timetable: 
08.30 – 13.00 for the Spanish lessons 
– Subject to change
2 afternoons per week for the Salsa, Culture or  
Cooking lessons 
Diving package on request 

Available in: Costa Rica, Ecuador and Mexico 
Diving in Mexico only
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Host Families
Host family stays provide an excellent opportunity to 
experience the culture of the country and its way of life. 
You will speak Spanish with your family, eat the local 
food and see how they live in the respective country. 
Friendships, which often develop, can last well beyond 
the duration of the stay.

Our carefully selected host families have been welcoming 
students from all over the world for many years. You 
will receive a warm welcome, and have the perfect 
opportunity to use and improve your Spanish skills on a 
daily basis. Families provide breakfast, half board or full 
board depending on what suits you best. You will be given 
bedding, but must bring your own towels. All our host 
families live close to school, on average 10-15 minutes 
walking. Some live a bit further away, but we guarantee 
a maximum of 30 minutes walking distance from the 
school. 

If you are coming with a friend or partner, you are welcome 
to stay together in the same host family. Should you 
have any dietary requirements (e.g. vegetarian, allergies, 
etc.), please state those on your enrollment form, so that 
the family can prepare for your needs as best as possible. 
Host families are also happy to provide laundry service 
upon request. Families can wash and dry your clothes for 
no additional cost once per week in Costa Rica in Ecuador. 
In Mexico there are many launderettes where you can 
have your laundry done for a small additional charge.

All our host families are carefully selected and meet the 
following requirements:

 3 Friendly, open and supportive
 3 Maximum distance to school: 15 minutes Ecuador;  

 20 minutes Mexico; 30 minutes Costa Rica
 3 Upper middle class families
 3 Some families offer ensuite bathrooms for students
 3 Laundry service is provided in Costa Rica and  

 Ecuador

Accommodation
All our accommodations are carefully selected. We 
understand that this will form an important part of 
your language stay and our staff personally inspects 
all accommodations guaranteeing their quality. Only 
when you feel comfortable in your accommodation will 
you be able to improve your Spanish skills properly. We 
especially recommend our host families to experience a 
total immersion in the culture of the country. Our shared 
apartments are also very popular with our students and 
offer you the possibility to cook for yourself as well as 
meet other people from all over the world.

Accommodation is booked from the Sunday before the 
course until the Saturday after the course. Extra nights 
are on request and will be charged for.

Accommodation
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Airport Pick Up
Airport transfers can be booked in advance against 
a supplement price. Please consult our pricelist for 
current fees. If students are staying with a family, usually 
the family will pick them up. If staying in one of our 
apartments, a school driver will do the pick-up. For our 
school in Mexico, students will be picked up by a school 
driver regardless their accommodation.

Shared Apartments 
Many students live in our spacious, comfortably furnished 
shared apartments near the school. Each one has two or 
more bedrooms, a living room with TV and an adjacent 
kitchen, and one or more bathrooms. The kitchen is fully 
equipped. They are cleaned and the bedding is changed 
once per week, but we kindly ask that you bring your 
own towels. Wireless internet access is available free of 
charge. 

All apartments are within walking distance (about 15 
minutes, guaranteeing a maximum of 30 minutes walking 
distance) of the school.

You can choose to book a single room or a double room. 
Even if you are traveling alone, you can book a double 
room. In this case you would be sharing a room with 
another student from the language school (same sex, 
different nationality according to availability). This is a 
great way to get to know your fellow students from all 
over the world.

Studio Apartments
In Playa del Carmen we offer an additional type of 
accommodation. Our Studio Apartments are located in a 
4 star hotel on only 5 minutes walking from the school 
and the beach. 

For students who are looking for more comfort, this is the 
perfect choice. Enjoy the combination of Caribbean flair 
with a family atmosphere. The hotel has a restaurant, 
room service, fitness center and a large terrace. In total 
there are 60 comfortable studios and the patio with arches 
and pool will remind you of colonial times. You can choose 
from single or double room accommodation. All studios 
are equipped with private bathroom, a kitchenette, safe, 
cable TV, telephone and air-conditioning and there is Wi-
Fi available in the hotel free of charge.

Other accommodation
If you prefer a different type of accommodation we can 
help you to find a hotel or hostel and provide you with a 
list of our suggestions.
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Cultural Activities
Our activities take place at least three times a week. The 
following are some of the activities that we offer on a 
regular basis.

City Tour
On your first day of school, you can participate in our city 
tour to start exploring the area where you are studying. 
We will show our new students all the important things 
that you need to know for your daily life: how to withdraw 
money, how to get around by public transport, how to 
shop affordably, where to find Internet cafés, and much 
more. After this introduction, you will feel at home in no 
time!

Dancing Lessons
Discover Latin American rhythms like Salsa and 
Merengue with a dance instructor. Feel the energy and 
shake your hips!

Cooking Lessons
Have you ever tried “Ceviche” or “Guacamole”? You will 
prepare and enjoy the local culinary specialties together 
with your teachers and other students.

Lectures
During our lectures and discussions on historical, cultural 
and current topics of Latin America you will learn more 
about your destination and its history and culture.

Drama Class
Act in a drama on stage with teachers and students. 
This helps you to develop your Spanish skills and acting 
talents by performing scenes from famous plays such as 
Romeo and Juliet or Don Quijote.

Fiesta
Enjoy our traditional Latin American fiestas with local 
foods, drinks and dances together with our teachers, 
students and friends !

Movie Night
Like going to the movies? Come with us and enjoy a 
movie in Spanish or with Spanish subtitles in a movie 
theatre around town or in our own movie room.

Activities
As an important part of our philosophy ´Living and 
Learning Spanish´ we offer an extensive social and 
cultural program in all our schools, which helps you to 
learn more about the culture and country where you are 
studying. It is also a good opportunity to get to know your 
fellow students better and make new friends. Besides 
the fact that our activity program will provide you with 
an excellent insight into the diversity of Latin American 
culture, it will also allow you to contextualize what you 
learned in the classroom.

Activities & Excursions
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Costa Rica – Arenal Volcano
This weekend excursion takes us to the active Arenal 
Volcano. For more than 10 years, the Arenal Volcano has 
been active every day. In the evening, you make a trip to 
the volcano, where you can see glowing, red lava and even 
eruptions from close proximity but a safe distance away. 
This is an impressive natural spectacle that will surely 
stay in your memory for the rest of your life. After that 
you will visit a hot spring and enjoy the baths with water 
naturally warmed by the Volcano. The next morning you 
will go to Arenal Lagoon and a hanging garden in the 
rainforest. The return trip to Santo Domingo de Heredia 
will be later in the afternoon.

Ecuador – Mitad del Mundo & Inca Ruins
The Equator is located only 27 km (approx. 16 miles) north 
of Quito. The heart of the exhibition is a 30 m (approx. 
100 feet) high monument with an ethnographic museum, 
where you can learn many interesting facts about the 
indigenous cultures.

Especially fascinating are the many physical experiments 
in the Museo Solar which only work directly on the 
Equator! Immediately after the visit to the Equator, you 
will visit the close-by Inca ruins of Rumicucho. These ruins 
are one of the few places in the country where one can 
find and explore well-kept remains of the Incan Empire. 

Mexico – Tulum & Cobá
The Mayan sites of Tulum and Cobá are among the 
largest and most beautiful archeological sites around the 
globe. Get a fascinating view of the pyramid „El Castillo“ 
gleaming on the clear waters of the Caribbean. Cobá 
with its Mayan pyramid is about 42 m (approx. 138 feet) 
high and surrounded by tropical rain forest. Climb up 124 
steps to the top and get a wonderful view of the Yucatán 
peninsula.

You can find detailed information about the different 
excursions on our website:
ww.academia-columbus.com

Excursions
In addition to our cultural program, all our schools offer 
the possibility to participate in exciting excursions to 
interesting destinations. Most excursions take place on 
weekends and can be booked directly at school on a pay-
as-you-go basis.

A couple of highlights from the excursion programs of 
each country:
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Costa Rica is one of the most progressive countries in 
Latin America, and has been free of political unrests since 
the 1940s. It possesses a democratic government and is 
one of four countries in the world that do not maintain 
any armed forces.

Costa Rica
When Christopher Columbus first set foot on this 
beautiful land, he named the country Costa Rica - ´Rich 
Coast´. However, the country located between Panama 
and Nicaragua has much more to offer than just a 
magnificent coastline. Despite its relatively small size, 
which with 51,000 square kilometers (approx. 20,000 
square miles) is comparable to the size of Switzerland, 
Costa Rica is considered one of the wealthiest countries 
in the world in terms of biodiversity and is particularly 
exciting for all nature and adventure lovers.

A third of the country’s surface is protected and large 
areas of the land have been declared national parks, many 
of which have not yet been explored. Visitors to Costa 
Rica’s many national parks will have the opportunity to 
discover a unique flora and fauna consisting of exotic 
wildlife such as birds, monkeys, crocodiles, turtles, tapirs 
and jaguars. You can also take part in a day or night trip 
to one of Costa Rica’s 72 volcanoes, ride across the Valle 
Central on a mountain bike, explore the many waterfalls 
whilst rafting, or take advantage of the ideal conditions 
for surfing and diving on the more than 1500 km (900 
miles) long Caribbean and Pacific Coastline.

Costa Rica is an incredibly beautiful tropical country that 
attracts visitors all year round. Here you can experience 
’La Pura Vida’, as the locals like to call it. The high season 
is during the dry season which runs from December to 
April, but at an average temperature of 22 °C/75 °F Costa 
Rica is definitely worth a visit during the ’Green Season’ 
as well.

The locals - also known as ´Ticos´ - are very friendly 
and helpful, and have a reputation of being relaxed and 
welcoming people with whom you can easily practice 
your newly acquired Spanish skills! They will always 
help you out with any questions or problems you might 
experience. Also ask them for their advice on the best 
places to go out, have a cocktail or go on a weekend trip! 
Costa Rican Spanish is known for its clear pronunciation 
and is spoken relatively slowly, making this an ideal 
location also for beginner students.

Costa Rica

Costa Rica
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San José
San José, the cosmopolitan capital of Costa Rica (500,000 
inhabitants), is situated in the heart of the country, 
in the middle of the Valle Central (Central Valley). It is 
both a historical and modern city filled with Costa Rican 
traditions. From this picturesque valley, you can enjoy an 
exquisite view of countless mountain peaks that frame 
San José and its surroundings. Numerous museums, 
theatres, bars, and restaurants as well as the vibrant 
nightlife of the ´Ticos´, the inhabitants of Costa Rica, 
provide exciting entertainment. In addition, you can 
embark on excursions to destinations throughout the 
country from San José. Within a few hours, you can reach 
both the Pacific as well as the Atlantic Ocean.

Santo Domingo de Heredia
Santo Domingo de Heredia is a charming town 
situated between San José and Heredia in the heart of 
Central America. The town has a population of 60,000 
inhabitants who are known for their friendliness and 
hospitality. With its park, beautiful churches and quiet 
streets Santo Domingo is a lovely little town, where you 
will also find various bars, restaurants and pubs to keep 
you entertained in the evenings.

Santo Domingo is situated in the center of the ‘Valle 
Central’ (Central Valley), but away from the busy center 
of San José. Our location in this more tranquil area offers 
the perfect setting for a language course. You can reach 
the capital San José and the university city of Heredia in 
just a few minutes by bus. The ideal location of the village 
of Santo Domingo makes it a great starting point for 
tours all around the country.

Heredia
The university city of Heredia has a population of 180,000 
inhabitants and a vibrant student community. There are 
plenty of bars, restaurants, pubs, nightclubs, cinemas 
and shops all around this area. However, the city still 
manages to retain a small town feel to it; it is not too 
busy and you can still find your way around with ease. 
Heredia is also famous for its many small, beautiful parks. 
The surrounding province is characterized by numerous 
coffee plantations, and the Poas and Barva Volcanoes.

Santo Domingo de Heredia
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Our School
Academia Columbus Costa Rica, founded in 2005, is 
located in the picturesque town of Santo Domingo, just 5 
km (3 miles) from the capital city of San José. The school 
is surrounded by a tropical garden with palm trees and 
exotic plants, and has 15 bright, spacious classrooms. 
There is a large hall which is used for social activities such 
as dancing or drama classes. During the breaks and after 
lessons have finished, students can relax and enjoy the 
sunshine in the garden´s sitting area. Lessons can also be 
held in the garden if students wish.

There are various shops, restaurants and bars within 
walking distance of the school. The centers of San José 
and Heredia are just 10 to 15 minutes away by bus. 
Wireless internet is free of charge for our students to use. 
Alternatively, you can also use one of the Internet cafés 
located near the school for a small charge.

The school provides tea, coffee and water free of charge. 
There is also a small shop close to the school that sells 
drinks and snacks at reasonable prices.

Costa Rica - School

Our Courses
 3 Intensive Course 20 lessons per week
 3 Super Intensive Course 30 lessons per week
 3 Intensive Plus Course
 3 Professional Spanish
 3 Individual lessons (1:1)
 3 DELE Preparation 
 3 Spanish and Internship/ Volunteering
 3 Spanish & Salsa
 3 Spanish & Culture
 3 Spanish & Cooking
 3 Tailor Made Courses/ Group Courses

Santo Domingo 
de Heredia
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Accommodation
 3 Host Family accommodation 

 with half or full board (located between 5-30  
 minutes walking from school)

 3 Shared Apartment accommodation 
 in single or double room (located 10-30  
 minutes walking from the school)

Excursions
Apart from the activities that are included in the course 
price (see page 20), these are the excursions that are 
offered on a regular basis and are pay-as-you-go:

 3 Pacific Coast
 3 Ziplining
 3 Arenal Volcano
 3 Tortuguero National Park
 3 Poas Volcano & La Paz Waterfall
 3 Rafting
 3 Manuel Antonio National Park
 3 Corcovado National Park
 3 Monteverde National Park
 3 Caribbean Coast
 3 Montezuma

Why study at Academia  
Columbus Costa Rica?

 3 Ideal location in a tranquil town between San José  
 and Heredia

 3 Very good public transportation (5 min. walk to the 
  bus stop, 10 min. by bus to San José and Heredia) 

 3 Host families max. 30 minutes walking distance  
 from the school

 3 Very diverse landscape with 78 national parks,  
 tropical rainforests, and beautiful sandy beaches

 3 Relatively small size of the country allows  
 easy weekend tours 

 3 Clearly spoken Spanish of the ´Ticos´ is easy to  
 understand

 3 Best education standards in Central America
 3 Central America‘s safest country
 3 Friendly and amicable residents often approach  

 visitors
 3 International airport of San José (SJO) with daily  

 flights to and from Europe and the US is only 20  
 minutes away
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On land, you can observe iguanas, tortoises and lava 
lizards, and while snorkeling you can observe sea turtles, 
sea lions, innumerable colorful fishes, and manta rays 
with a wingspan of up to 6.7 meters. You can also view 
various bird species up close such as the Tree Finch, the 
Frigatebird, Flamingos and Albatrosses.

Ecuador
 
Ecuador is located on the equator in the northwest of 
South America. It borders Colombia in the north, Peru 
in the east and south, and the Pacific Ocean in the west. 
Despite its relatively small size, which approximately 
corresponds to half the size of France, Ecuador is probably 
the country with the most diverse landscape in the world: 
from its tropical rainforests, the snow-covered Andes 
that stretch across the country, to the Mediterranean-
like coast with its sandy beaches.

It is difficult to decide what the most attractive aspect 
of Ecuador is. Perhaps it is the beautiful colonial cities 
surrounded by the majestic peaks of the Andes, or 
the tropical beaches along the Pacific coastline. Some 
might say it’s the spectacular volcanoes and traditional 
indigenous markets high up in the Andes, or the unique 
natural sanctuary that can be found on the Galápagos 
Islands.

For others, the most amazing aspect might be the 
impressive rainforests of the Amazon with their lush 
vegetation, wide rivers and interesting wildlife such as 
butterflies, monkeys and tapirs. The natural and cultural 
diversity of Ecuador is truly unique. Here, you can find the 
whole of South America in one country!

Ecuadorians speak a very clear Spanish, which makes 
them easy to understand and facilitates rapid learning 
results, especially for the beginning language student. 
They are famous for their friendliness and hospitability, 
and will offer you many opportunities to practice your 
Spanish! Ecuador is one of the safest countries in South 
America, which makes it an attractive destination for 
tourists as well as language students.

Galápagos Islands
This unique natural paradise is an archipelago consisting 
of 13 volcanic islands about an hour by plane west 
of Ecuador’s mainland. The complete length of the 
archipelago amounts to approx. 430 km (North-South) 
and approx. 200 km (East-West) respectively.

The Galápagos Islands were created as a result of tectonic 
activity in the region and are home to a multitude of 
animal species, many of which can only be found here. 

Ecuador

Ecuador
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Quito

Modern Quito
Our language school is situated in the modern part of the 
city which is characterized by numerous parks, modern 
office blocks and beautiful residential areas, as well as 
many historical buildings. We are located in Batán Alto, 
which is one of the nicest neighborhoods in the modern 
part of the city. Batán Alto is situated on an incline of the 
valley, and the school offers fantastic views of the whole 
city and the Pichincha Volcano which is located on the 
other side of the valley. You can also quite easily get to 
Mariscal, the tourist area of the city, by bus or taxi. There 
you will find numerous bars, restaurants, hostels and 
nightclubs.

Quito
The capital Quito is situated at an elevation of 2850 
meters (9,350 feet) above sea level. It lies in a beautiful 
valley surrounded by the magnificent snowy peaks of 
the Andes. On clear days, this extraordinary geographic 
location provides a spectacular view of the surrounding 
Andes. Due to its pleasant climate, Quito is also known 
as the ’city of eternal spring’. Quito is one of the most 
beautiful, richest and oldest cities in South America.

Over the centuries Quito has been fought over and 
control of the city has changed hands frequently. In the 
15th century the Inca Empire controlled this city only 
to see the Spanish conquer it in 1534. Today the historic 
city center with its magnificent palaces dating back to 
colonial times has been declared a World Heritage Site 
by UNESCO and is full of lively, vibrant markets where 
merchants from all over the country offer their goods for 
sale.
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Our School
Our language school in Quito, founded in 2000, is situated 
in a quiet, modern, upscale neighborhood of the city. The 
school has 9 brightly lit, spacious classrooms and we 
are happy to offer our students the opportunity to take 
lessons on the terrace where you can enjoy the sunshine 
while studying Spanish. There is a beautiful view from our 
roof terrace which overlooks the whole city.

The school provides tea, coffee and water free of charge. 
There are numerous shops, restaurants and bars within 
walking distance from our school.

The school provides wireless internet free of charge for 
students who bring their laptops. Or, you can also access 
the internet in one of the nearby internet cafés for a small 
charge. 

Ecuador - School

Our Courses
 3 Intensive Course 20 lessons per week
 3 Super Intensive Course 30 lessons per week
 3 Intensive Plus Course
 3 Professional Spanish
 3 Individual lessons (1:1)
 3 DELE Preparation
 3 Spanish and Internship/ Volunteering
 3 Spanish & Salsa
 3 Spanish & Culture
 3 Spanish & Cooking
 3 Tailor Made Courses/ Group Courses

Quito
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Accommodation
 3 Host Family accommodation 

 with half or full board (located on 7 minutes walking 
  distance on average from school!)

 3 Shared Apartment accommodation 
 in single or double room (located 15 minutes  
 walking from the school)

Excursions
Apart from the activities that are included in the course 
price (see page 20), these are the excursions that are 
offered on a regular basis and are pay-as-you-go:

 3 Otavalo (indigenous market)
 3 Mitad del Mundo (Equator and Inca sites)
 3 Papallacta (thermal hot springs in the Andes)
 3 Saquisilí (indigenous market)
 3 Cotopaxi (national park)
 3 Baños (picturesque village in the Andes)
 3 Pichincha (volcano)
 3 Mindo (tiny village in the cloud forest with  

 7 waterfalls)

Why study at Academia 
Columbus Ecuador?

 3 Excellent location in a quiet residential  
 neighborhood

 3 Very good public transportation
 3 Host families within max. 15 (average 7!) minutes 

 walking distance from school
 3 Clearly spoken Spanish of the Ecuadorian people is  

 easy to understand
 3 Rich culture with many remnants of their long  

 history such as indigenous markets, colonial  
 buildings and Inca ruins 

 3 Very diverse landscape: Andes mountains,  
 rainforests, coast, Galápagos Islands

 3 Convenient to tour the country on weekends  
 because of its relatively small size and the central 
 location of Quito. Besides it is a great departure  
 point to travel through the rest of South America.

 3 One of the safest countries in South America
 3 Large city (2 million inhabitants) with numerous  

 sightseeing attractions and leisure options
 3 Quito has an international airport with daily  

 flights to and from Europe and the US
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Mexico

There are countless leisure opportunities to be enjoyed 
in these parts. The Caribbean Sea provides excellent 
conditions for water sports such as diving and snorkeling. 
Further inland, you can go hiking, horseback riding and 
visit historical cities with impressive colonial buildings.

Mexico is the perfect travel destination, as you can be 
sure to find something to suit everyone’s tastes!

Mexico
Mexico has all the ingredients to make your language 
course an unforgettable experience. The first things 
that come to mind are fiesta & siesta, tacos & tequilas, 
sombreros & sunshine, but Mexico has a lot more to offer 
than that, among other things the interesting Mayan 
culture and ruins, as well as fantastic landscapes with 
numerous national parks, mountains and rainforests in 
the highland of the Sierra Madre. Mexico also has much 
to offer if you are an animal or nature lover.

Yucatán is largely covered by rainforests and has tropical 
beaches. Northern Mexico is characterized by deserts and 
the mountains of Baja California. The weather is warm 
and sunny for most of the year which is clearly reflected 
in the locals’ friendly, fun-loving attitude. Mexico has a 
vibrant culture with a lot of music and dancing at every 
opportunity.

The impressive metropolis, Mexico City, provides a stark 
contrast to the pyramids and treasures of past civilizations 
hidden away in the jungle. Mexico is culturally fascinating 
with many colonial cities and magnificent cathedrals. 
There is a good infrastructure which makes traveling by 
bus or domestic flights easy for visitors.

Yucatán
Mexico and the Yucatán peninsula look back on a long, 
eventful history. Their rich cultural heritage, characterized 
by Spanish, Italian and indigenous influences, fascinates 
visitors from all over the world every year. Here, you can 
follow in the footsteps of the Mayas. The ruins, which 
are situated amid the rainforest, are an amazing sight. 
And of course, don´t forget the magnificent white sandy 
beaches and the clear blue waters of the Maya Riviera! 

Mexico
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Experience the world‘s second largest coral reef in the 
waters of Cozumel and let yourself be seduced by the 
colorful underwater world while you are snorkeling or 
diving. In the evening you can watch the beautiful sunset 
at dinner with tacos, fajitas, and margaritas before 
moving on to enjoy the vibrant nightlife of Playa del 
Carmen.

But Playa del Carmen and its surroundings have a lot 
more to offer than sun and endless beaches. You can 
track the interesting history of the Mayas. Go and visit 
the pyramids of Tulum, Cobá or Chitchén-Itzá and get to 
know the fascinating history of Mexico.

Playa del Carmen
Playa del Carmen is situated on the east coast of 
Yucatán, 50 minutes south of Cancún, and is considered 
the most beautiful city of the ´Riviera Maya´. Ten years 
ago, it was still a small fishermen’s village, but Playa del 
Carmen has developed into one of the most important 
tourist destinations in the Caribbean. Despite its fast 
growth, Playa has kept its charming and typical Mexican 
atmosphere. Many small family-run hotels, international 
restaurants and endless beaches attract many visitors 
throughout the year. 

The city enjoys warm Caribbean weather all year round 
with an average temperature of 28° C/ 82° F. With its 
clear blue waters and warm, sunny weather Playa del 
Carmen is the perfect choice for people who want to 
study Spanish while enjoying an amazing beach holiday 
in Mexico!

Playa del Carmen
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Mexico - School

Our School
Academia Columbus Mexico was founded in 2006 
and is located in Playa del Carmen in a lively area only 
a few minutes walking from the beach. The school 
building is a typical Mexican house, built in the Hacienda 
style. Our Spanish language school offers 10 modern, 
air-conditioned classrooms, spread over two floors 
overlooking a magnificent exotic garden. Students can 
also have classes outside while enjoying the Mexican 
sun. Our teachers are highly qualified and our staff is 
dedicated to making your stay as pleasant as possible.

The school provides wireless internet free of charge, or 
you can use the internet in one of the internet cafés near 
the school for a small charge. There are numerous shops, 
bars, restaurants and Internet cafés within walking 
distance of the school.

The school provides tea, coffee and water free of charge, 
but there is also a supermarket close to the school where 
you can buy drinks and snacks at a reasonable price.

Our Courses
 3 Intensive Course 20 lessons per week
 3 Holiday Course 16 lessons per week
 3 Super Intensive Course 25 lessons per week
 3 Intensive Plus Course
 3 Professional Spanish
 3 Individual lessons (1:1)
 3 DELE Preparation
 3 Spanish and Internship/ Volunteering
 3 Spanish & Salsa
 3 Spanish & Culture
 3 Spanish & Cooking
 3 Spanish & Diving
 3 Tailor Made Courses/ Group Courses

Playa del Carmen
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Accommodation
 3 Host Family accommodation 

 with breakfast or half board (located  
 between 10-20 minutes walking from school)

 3 Shared Apartment accommodation 
 in single or double room (located 2-15 minutes 
  walking from the school)

 3 Studio Apartment accommodation 
 in single or double room (located on 5 minutes  
 walking distance from the school).

Excursions
Apart from the activities that are included in the course 
price (see page 20), these are the excursions that are 
offered on a regular basis and are pay-as-you-go:

 3 Tulum (Mayan site on the beach)
 3 Diving
 3 Sian-ka‘an
 3 Cobá and Cenote (Mayan site in the jungle)
 3 Chichén-Itzá and Cenote (Mayan sites)
 3 Valladolid (old colonial town)
 3 Holbox Island
 3 Isla de Mujeres
 3 Ria Maya & Ek Balam

Why study at  
Academia Columbus Mexico?

 3 Beautiful location - Playa del Carmen still keeps its  
 typical Mexican charm

 3 School in the center, less than 10 minutes from the  
 beach

 3 Classrooms are fully air-conditioned
 3 Host families max. 20 minutes walking distance  

 from the school
 3 White sandy Caribbean beaches and crystal clear  

 water great for swimming and water sports
 3 Numerous Mayan ruins offer a great insight  

 into the history of Mexico
 3 Great diving opportunities - the world’s second  

 largest coral reef
 3 Excellent tourist infrastructure
 3 One of the safest towns of Mexico
 3 International airport of Cancún (CUN) with  

 daily flights to and from Europe and the US is only 
  50 minutes away
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Multi-Country Program

Multi-Country Program
If you want to discover more of Latin America and get to 
know various different cultures and landscapes, we also 
offer a two and three country program. This program 
allows you to combine your language course at our 
schools in Costa Rica, Ecuador and Mexico. You will be 
able to learn Spanish in different locations and experience 
more of Latin America. 

Costa Rica has lush rainforests, impressive volcanoes and 
a beautiful coastline. You will be introduced to Central 
America’s relaxed lifestyle and discover a unique animal 
and plant world. 

You will learn more about the Andean countries in 
Ecuador, where the indigenous culture is still alive in the 
highlands, and you can experience the modern city life in 
Quito, one of the largest cities in Latin America. 

Playa del Carmen in Mexico combines the charm of 
Caribbean beaches with a good tourist infrastructure, 
without being overcrowded with tourists. In addition to 
exciting excursions to ancient Mayan cities in the jungle, 
there are also many great opportunities for diving and 
snorkeling. 

Regardless of how much these countries differ from one 
another, you will find a clear form of Spanish spoken 
that is easy to understand. Studying Spanish in various 
countries will also allow you to get a better feel for 
regional differences in the language. And thanks to the 
fact that we use the same teaching method and materials 
in all three schools, you can pick up where you left off 
with your Spanish study plan.

It is up to you to decide the length of your stay. Should 
your preferred combination for a course not be listed, we 
will happily calculate an individual price for you. You can 
also combine various course types and accommodation. 
We are also happy to help you find cheap flights to get 
from one course location to the next.
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Travel Arrangements

Flight & Luggage
Please note flights are usually cheaper the earlier you 
book them. Flights can be fully booked in a short space 
of time, particularly in the summer months from June 
to August. If you fly via the USA, you are sometimes 
allowed to take more baggage with you, which can be 
advantageous if you are staying for a longer period of 
time.

Travel Adapter
You will need an adapter for your electrical appliances. 
You will need 110 volt alternating current (AC), 60 hertz, 
standard American plug/outlet. The best thing to do is 
to bring a universal travel adapter which you can buy in 
most department stores. 

Visa Requirements

Costa Rica
EU Citizens and Americans do not require a visa for a 
stay of up to 90 days, but your passport must be valid at 
least 6 months past the day of your entry and you need 
a return or onward journey ticket and adequate cash 
resources. When entering the country you will receive an 
entry stamp which allows you to stay in Costa Rica for 90 
days. This visa can be renewed if you leave Costa Rica for 
more than 72 hours (e.g. to Panama). 

Ecuador
Americans and EU Citizens do not require a visa for a stay 
of up to 90 days, but your passport must be valid at least 
6 months longer counting from the day of your entrance 
and you need a return or onward journey ticket. When 
entering the country you will receive an entry stamp 
which allows you to stay in Ecuador for 90 days. In case 
you stay longer than 90 days in Ecuador you need a visa.

Mexico
For a stay of up to 180 days, Americans and EU citizens 
do not need a visa, but they do need a passport valid for 
at least 6 months and adequate cash resources. Upon 
entry, you will receive an entry stamp that states that you 
are allowed to stay in Mexico for 180 days.

(No responsibility is taken for the correctness of this 
information, and visa requirements are subject to change. 
Please contact the consulate or embassy of the respective 
country for more information on current visa regulations.)

Travel Insurance
We strongly recommend to take out travel insurance.

Health Insurance
Please make sure to discuss with your health insurance 
provider whether they provide cover for you during your 
language holiday, or whether you need supplementary 
health insurance.

Money
Please ensure you leave enough time to make all 
necessary arrangements with regard to money prior to 
your departure. The easiest and cheapest way to access 
money is usually by using your debit card once you have 
arrived at your course location. The charges for using 
your debit card abroad to withdraw money are relatively 
low and you are usually given a good exchange rate. 
Please discuss your limit for withdrawals abroad with 
your bank before you leave. In addition, you can also 
take traveler’s checks with you. These are a bit more 
expensive, but insured. Traveler’s checks should be made 
out in US dollars. Please take into consideration that 
traveler´s checks should be exchanged for local currency 
at accepting banks, foreign exchange locations, and 
some American Express Travel Services Offices. Check 
with your bank if the destination of your choice accepts 
traveler´s checks and if there are places where you can 
exchange them for local currency. You can also take a 
credit card with you. Visa and MasterCard tend to be the 
most common in most countries.

Passport
If you are traveling to the USA or have a stopover in the 
USA, you will need a machine-readable passport. Please 
ensure well in advance your passport fulfills the necessary 
requirements.

Arrival Time
Whether you booked your airport transfer through us 
or have made your own arrangements to get to your 
accommodation, please inform us well in advance of 
your expected arrival time. If you do not inform us of your 
arrival time, you may find yourself having to wait in front 
of locked doors. If you do not book your accommodation 
through us, you do not have to inform us of your arrival 
time.
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