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WHO ARE WE?
Ahlan means WELCOME, and we do all we can to make sure each student receives a warm and 
friendly welcome and that their stay is a happy one. 
Ahlan-Egypt’s hospitality and lively atmosphere makes it a great place to learn Arabic. Our students  
enjoy the enriching experience of being part of a growing Egyptian-International family, as well as 
the cultural events we offer. We have a dynamic group of teachers and guides who in most cases 
have long standing friendships with former students. The institute is open in the evening and the 
teachers often remain after hours to spend time with the students and encourage Arabic 
conversation outside of the classroom. Weekend cultural activities and tours to other parts of Egypt 
are very popular and involve both students and staff. Many of our former students come back to 
visit us or take further courses. They say they miss the ‘family’ atmosphere and the friends they 
have made in Egypt. 
Ahlan-Egypt is a hard place to leave!

          

WHAT IS RESPONSIBLE TOURISM?
Responsible tourism works in harmony with the needs and lives of the native peoples and cultures. 
It is a pleasant, social approach to tourism that fosters goodwill and respect between locals and 
visitors. Unlike multi-national tourism it is not motivated by profit. 
Tourism is now one of the world’s primary activities and is a major money earner for Egypt. 
However, research shows that it is also a major contributor to the destruction of the environment, 
the erosion of culture and the waste of valuable resources. Many of the tourism companies achieve 
these profits at the expense of native peoples who are exploited as a labor force and are frequently 
forced away from their traditional jobs and activities. The environment is affected by pollution and 
the abuse of local resources. Local inflation forces people to move to other areas to live.
The management of sustainable, healthy tourism must grow from the co-operation between the 
more advanced countries of the North and those of the South that are, in many cases, less 
developed.

  

     A Trip in the Desert
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WHY STUDY IN ALEXANDRIA?
Unique in its atmosphere, Alexandria is much different from Cairo or Luxor in many ways. In 
Alexandria, you don’t often find many tourists and foreigners so most Alexandrians are not used to 
speaking in different languages. However, in Alexandria you have the unique opportunity to speak 
Arabic with local citizens in many different situations including the many shops, at the markets, 
with neighbors and more.  They will be more than happy to talk with you and to answer any 
questions and give advice about anything.
Even though the summer temperatures are extreme in Egypt, being in Alexandria offers you the 
opportunity to go to the many beaches. You can also take a long trip along the coast and visit many 
different beaches along Egypt’s extensive Mediterranean Coast. In fact, it is usually quite easy to 
find inexpensive transportation to what is called the Egyptian “North Coast”. On your way you’ll find 
several holiday villages and private beaches where you can relax and swim without being bothered.
Despite the fact that Alexandria is a city of approximately 6 million inhabitants, it is a quiet, 
comfortable and warm-hearted city. Difficulties are seldom and neither the people nor the officials 
give foreign tourists any problems. Everyone you meet is more than happy to lend a helping hand 
in any situation. Strolling through the souk (market), drinking a juice at one of the cafés on the 
seaside, having a delicious dinner of fresh fish, visiting the ancient Greco-Roman monuments, the 
marvelous mosques, and studying at the brand-new, world famous Alexandrian Library are just 
some of the exciting activities that you can experience in this unique city.

   
   Tram 

  

           Bibliotheca Alexandrina    City View
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WHAT CAN I EXPECT FROM THIS COURSE?
Students cannot expect that a course of one month will produce a miracle.
Arabic is a beautiful, dynamic language and it is worth spending time studying it. Apart from 
lessons with our expert teachers, the institute offers many activities that provide opportunities to 
practice speaking Arabic. Time outside the city, frequent visits to historical sites and markets 
(souk), meeting local people and making friends with Egyptians are all ways to increase your 
language skills. No matter your level, Ahlan-Egypt encourages you to embrace Arabic and practice 
speaking and reading the language inside and outside the institute. 
Alexandria is one of the best cities for learning Arabic because very few of the natives speak 
English and also because the Alexandrians are very curious about foreigners who want to learn 
their language. It is a wonderful environment for the study of the Arabic language.

OUR COURSES
The Institute offers Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) - Normal and Intensive - and Egyptian 
Colloquial Arabic (ECA) courses for seven levels of ability, from beginners to advanced.
The Normal course in MSA consists of three hours daily from Sunday to Thursday.
The course in ECA consists of two hours daily from Sunday to Thursday; the course is also available 
to all students registered on any MSA courses.
You can have also an Intensive course in Modern Standard Arabic, by enrolling to the Extra 
Linguistic Activities course, in addition to the Normal MSA course, so adding other two hours of 
lessons daily of linguistic activities, games that test linguistic skills and conversation, from  Sunday 
to Thursday, totalling 10 hours of instruction per week. This course is available only to students 
registered on any of the MSA normal courses, except beginners. It is available only in summer. 
Our team of teachers is composed of professional, highly experienced, Arabic native speakers, 
specialized in teaching Arabic to foreigners.
During each course, the student has the opportunity to experience different ways of teaching, with 
our teachers: Afef, Sallam, Mohammad Ibrahim, Saber, Heba, Tamer, Asmaa, Anas and Ali.
Classes are held Sunday to Thursday. The number of students in each class will be limited to ten. 
The school uses a humanistic communication approach where each student is encouraged to play a 
central role in their teaching/learning process.
Teaching methods are based on the principle that a language is learned to communicate in 
everyday situations and the techniques used allow the student to practice in what he/she already 
knows through conversational situations. In addition to conversational activities such as scene play, 
role play and group discussions. There are also games which serve to further stimulate 
communication in the language.
Of course, the lessons, both in Modern Standard Arabic and Egyptian Colloquial Arabic, are 
organized using several methods of teaching including grammar, multi-media, literature, poetry, 
songs and movies.
All year-round, we have one-to-one classes or the special group.

CAN I GET A DETAILED ESTIMATE?
Of course! You must complete all parts of the customer questionnaire before an estimate may be 
given. The customer questionnaire is not legally binding but will permit us to calculate the precise 
total of your course.

CAN I PAY IN EGYPT?
Additional private classes or courses (for example, Egyptian Colloquial Arabic) can be paid in Egypt. 
All costs for the basic course package and accommodation must be paid before the arrival in Egypt.

USEFUL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS
The institute is located in the center of Alexandria near the French Consulate. 
The address is 8 El-Gorfa El-Togareya Street, Mansheya.

Telephone: Institute 0020 3 4830138 - 0020 1273300027 (4 PM - 9 PM, Friday is off) 
  0020 1227331094 (Jacopo Falchetta, Responsible)

Mail: alexandria@ahlan-egypt.com
Our Skype account is Ahlan-Egypt
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INSTITUTE CALENDAR 

Winter 2013-2014 

• From 27 October - 21 November 2013  (4 weeks) 

• From 24 November - 19 December 2013  (4 weeks)
• From 22 December - 16 January 2014             (4 weeks)

• From 19 January - 13 February 2014   (4 weeks) 
• From 13 February - 13 March 2014   (4 weeks) 

• From 16 March - 10 April 2014    (4 weeks) 
• From 13 April - 08 May 2014   (4 weeks) 

• From 11 May - 05 June 2014   (4 weeks)

Summer 2014 

• From 08 June - 03 July 2014                         (4 weeks)           

• From 06 July - 31 July 2014                             (4 weeks)      
• From 03 August - 28 August 2014                    (4 weeks) 

• From 31 August - 25 September 2014             (4 weeks)

Winter 2014

• From 28 September - 23 October 2014             (4 weeks)

• From 26 October - 20 November 2014              (4 weeks)

• From 23 November - 18 December 2014           (4 weeks)

• From 21 December - 15 January 2015               (4 weeks)

SPECIAL for winter: Cairo and Alexandria run classes at the same time.  If you choose more than a 
6 weeks program, you can move ANYTIME from Alexandria to Cairo and viceversa.  
This special offer allows you to change cities and sites, exploring new experiences while following 
your program of study! 

One-on-one classes are available all year-round upon request.   
 

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS
Addressed to all students who have already enrolled with us and have not studied Arabic before.  
From our extensive experience, we would like you to know that the absolute beginners need a lot of 
time to memorize letters and practice writing the Arabic alphabet many times in order to 
understand the proper motion of the hand and pen as well as where specific points in Arabic need 
to be.  You should be aware that if you have to spend time doing this at the institute during your 
hours of class time, you may lose a lot of time that could be better used advancing your study of 
the Arabic language. Therefore, we suggest that before you come to Egypt you begin your studies 
by spending some time on Skype with some extra lessons.  This will allow you to have a general 
idea about the Arabic language and more specifically about the essentials of the alphabet.  We are 
offering this to you as an extra FREE service with our wonderful teacher, Heba, who will explain the 
Arabic alphabet for absolute beginners (using the English language).  Before we can begin these 
lessons we will need to arrange small groups according to Egyptian time.  Therefore, if you are 
interested, please respond to this message as soon as possible so we can schedule appropriately.
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     Our Teachers

WHAT ARE THE CLASS HOURS?
After being welcomed on the first day of school, each student will be given a series of tests to 
determine which level of course is the most appropriate for her/his ability level. Other 
administrative tasks and placement issues are dealt with on the second day. Once the regular 
schedule begins classes will last 3 hours (MSA Normal) or 2 hours (ECA) or 3 + 2 hours (MSA 
Intensive). Tea is provided during the breaks. Each class will have maximum of three different 
instructors that will be following a corresponding curriculum for each group.
In case there is only one person in a level, instead of pushing him/her into a lower or higher level, 
we prefer to organize a private tuition of 1 hour and a half per day for MSA and 1 hour for ECA.

IN SUMMER TIME, the regular lessons are held Sunday through Thursday and the schedule is as 
follows:
From   8:00 AM to 11:00 AM - Morning lessons in Modern Standard Arabic
From 11:30 AM to   1:30 PM - Extra Linguistic Activities in Modern Standard Arabic
From   2:00 PM to   4:00 PM - Afternoon lessons in Egyptian Colloquial Arabic

IN WINTER TIME, the schedule is as follows:
From   2:00 PM to 5:00 PM – Modern Standard Arabic
From 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM - Egyptian Colloquial Arabic

The schedule may vary.

 

     Our classes

ARE THERE ONE-TO-ONE-CLASSES?
Students are welcome to take one-to-one classes all year-round.
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WHAT IS THE TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM?
Ahlan-Egypt recruits young, intelligent Egyptians who have graduated with Arabic language 
instruction diplomas and organizes a training program for them, inserting them into our classes. For 
this reason Ahlan-Egypt needs students to organize real classes and train under the supervision of 
tenured and experienced expert teachers. 

 
AHLAN EGYPT’S TANDEM PROGRAM: THE BEST OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ARABIC FOR FREE!
Ahlan-Egypt offers the biggest and best opportunity to learn Arabic for FREE in the world today! 
No one offers anything quite like our TANDEM PROGRAM of study! 
Ahlan-Egypt’s TANDEM PROGRAM is unique and exciting! The program has been established in 
order to build bridges of understanding and allow students from all over the world to experience 
something they would not otherwise be able to.  This is equally important to our talented Egyptian 
students as it allows them to go places they have only been able to dream about.
This specially designed program allows for students from many other countries to participate in an 
exchange program with Egyptian students. The obvious benefits of a program of this kind are the 
wonderful opportunities to build your Arabic language, learn about and experience a new and 
different culture, as well as providing for the chance to establish life-changing friendships that will 
last a lifetime.  There is no better opportunity for anyone, anywhere to learn how Egyptians live 
and think as well as experience what they go through on a daily basis from their simple habits to 
their various routines.
Ask us today about how to apply to our TANDEM PROGRAM and become a part of something 
special.

SKYPE CLASSES
We can easily organize Arabic in your home with Skype. 
we are very flexible: casses don't have to be at specific time. 
The student can arrange everything with the teacher and do your lesson in the morning, afternoon, 
evening or even in the night, any day of the week, according to the teacher’s preferences and the 
teacher’s availability. Please note that the time of each lesson will be indicated in Egyptian time.

 

  

FINAL EXAM AND CERTIFICATE
There are two exams, one at the end of the first two weeks of class and one on the last day of 
class.
You will be presented with your final certificate on the evening of your last day of class. For those 
unable to attend the final evening, you will be able to arrange with the administration to receive 
your certificate via mail. The information provided on your certificate will include the number of 
class hours you have logged, the total number of hours that the course ran, the level and type of 
course taken, and a final evaluation of your progress.
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WHAT WILL MY CERTIFICATE REPRESENT?
Your certificate will indicate that you have studied the Arabic language and that you have achieved 
a certain level of ability in that language and is recognized by the Egyptian government. Many 
universities will award credits for the course but it is up to each student to confirm with their 
university what the policies and requirements are. In order to avoid any confusion, we suggest 
contacting the administration of your university before you register.

INTERSHIP PROGRAM
For those are planning to stay for at least 11 weeks, a training program with some NGOs in Cairo 
can be available. For more information, please contact direction@ahlan-egypt.com

        
             
        A Trip in Siwa Oasis and the Desert

WHAT TYPES OF ACCOMMODATION WILL BE AVAILABLE?
Finding accommodations in Alexandria during the summer season can be very difficult. In order to 
increase the chances of finding quality accommodations, students must return the signed contract 
as soon as possible.
Apartments are the most comfortable solution that we can offer. All the apartments that we use are 
within 20 minutes of the institute by taxi or public transportation.
Apartments are generally assigned ten days before your departure date. All information concerning 
the apartment will be included with your other documents and arrival information. The apartments 
are "good Egyptian standard”, which would translate roughly to middle class quality by western 
standards.

8

Bestill til verdens laveste pris på:
https://www.languagecourse.net/no/skole--

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/no/skole--


IS IT POSSIBLE TO SPEND MORE OR LESS FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF ACCOMMODATIONS?
There are apartments that would be more luxurious and also those which would be much more 
basic and therefore less expensive than European standards. For further information on alternative 
apartments please contact us directly.

HOW ARE THE STANDARD APARTMENTS EQUIPPED?
All apartments are furnished and equipped with kitchen facilities (oven, dishes, cutlery, refrigerator 
etc). If upon arrival you find that there is something missing or that there is something that you 
require, please contact the apartment manager right away and your needs will be addressed as 
quickly as possible.
Apartments do not include AC but they have fans.
Apartments do not include sheets or towels so you will need to supply them yourself.
On the last day of your stay the apartment manager will inspect your accommodation to make sure 
that nothing is broken or missing. Any broken or missing items will have to be paid for before your 
security deposit is returned. If you find something broken or missing when you arrive, you must 
inform the institute immediately so that the apartment manager can be informed.

WHO IS THE BAUAB AND WHAT DOES HE DO?
Bauab roughly translates to Porter in English. The Bauab is common in Egyptian hotels and around 
Egyptian apartment complexes. He provides a variety of services and information for guests, 
including helping you with your baggage, local information and where you can find and buy any of 
the items and services you require or maybe just help you find a cigarette late at night.
The Bauab and his family are generally warm and friendly people who will be very helpful with your 
conversational skills. Like many Egyptians the Bauab earns a very low salary and therefore depends 
upon earning tips from the customers who he services. The usual tip is approximately 50 Egyptian 
pounds monthly per flat.

  
 Roman Amphitheatre    Sunset

HOW DO I GET INTO MY ACCOMMODATION?
Apartments are usually shared. If you have requested a transfer from the airport or the bus/train 
station, the person meeting you in Alexandria will have the key for you. If, however, you have not 
requested a transfer, it will be necessary to pick up your key at the institute. The institute hours for 
the two days previous to the beginning of classes are 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM. If you are arriving 
outside of those hours it will be necessary to contact us in advance so we can arrange to have 
someone at the institute to meet you when you arrive, to give you the keys.
For those who are staying in the apartments, your accommodation will be available starting on 
Saturday evening and check out will be on Friday evening. If you need to stay on for any additional 
time please advice the institute administration so an alternative accommodation (usually a hotel or 
a room in a convent) can be found in advance.

DO I PAY LESS IF I AM ONLY STAYING TWO WEEKS?
For those who are not staying for a full month there will be a reduction in the cost of your language 
course but there is no corresponding reduction in the cost of your accommodation.
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IS THERE A TELEPHONE IN THE APARTMENT?
No, apartments do not come equipped with telephones. For people planning to stay longer than 4 
months, it is possible to get a flat with telephone and internet connection.

WHEN WILL I KNOW WHERE I AM STAYING?
This information will be included with your other documentation sent via e-mail approximately 7 
days before your scheduled arrival. This delay is necessary in order to provide sufficient time for us 
to organize and assign accommodation and to ensure that everyone's needs are met (singles, 
doubles, male/female and so forth). All accommodation will be assigned according to those who 
have registered first. The sooner you complete your registration process, the greater your chances 
are of getting the accommodation that you want.

CONVENTS
The Convent of Saint Katherine, located in Sharia Mansheya Soghyara, is only 7 minutes walking 
from the institute.
Rooms in the convent include sheets but not towels. There is also the possibility of having a small 
kitchen facility available and breakfast is included. There is a washing machine and you can use it 
for free!
All convent rooms are double or single. The convent in the summer is open until 1 AM every night 
but it depends on the season, maybe it closes earlier.
Important note: we can not arrange double rooms between students. If you need a double room it 
means that you are coming with a friend; if not, you have to pay the single room.

There are different types of room:
- Room with an air conditioner and bathroom (single or double)
- Room with a fan and bathroom (single or double)
- Room with a fan and bathroom outside (single or double)

Check-in time is after 12 pm (midday) of the first day, check-out time is before 12 pm (midday).

CONVENT PHOTOS
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HOTELS
Alexandria is not a tourist city so there are not many hotels or hostels.
There are some old, nice hotels near the institute but they are generally expensive and busy. 
All hotels have different prices, so at the moment of your reservation we can check price and 
availability.
If you are interested in saving money on accommodations there are some small pensions that offer 
triple rooms with an external common bathroom.
Some names of small hotels near the area are Union, New Capri and Acropole.

HOW DO I GET TO ALEXANDRIA?
Some airlines such as Egypt Air, Air Arabia, and Turkish Airlines, fly directly to Alexandria. Most, 
however, fly to Cairo, which is about 250 km from Alexandria.
For those who arrive in Cairo:
Approximately every hour - from 5 AM to midnight - there are buses, such as Super Jet and West 
Delta that leave from the Cairo Airport and goes directly to the Alexandria bus station. Some of the 
buses make many stops along the way and can take up to 8 hours to complete the journey.  In 
order to take this bus you have to first take the shuttle that goes from Terminal 3 or 1 to the bus 
station (Terminal 2 is currently closed). The bus station is located on the back side of the Novotel 
Hotel at the Cairo Airport. We recommend that you ask the information desk about the proper 
shuttle before exiting the Terminal. The airport shuttle service is free.
The price of the bus service from Cairo to Alexandria is about 50 EGP, which is approximately 7 
EUR.
At present, due to the unpredictability of the schedules, this service is not constantly guaranteed. 
Therefore, if you decide to take the bus, we cannot guarantee you transportation from the 
Alexandria bus station to your accommodation. If you are able to take a taxi from the Alexandria 
bus station to your accommodation, please make sure you bargain before getting into the taxi and 
be aware that you should not pay more than 10 or 15 Egyptian pounds. In cases of emergency, if 
you arrive in Alexandria by bus but find that you are not able to get to your accommodation or the 
institute by yourself, we can pick you up if you call the emergency number (paid service).
You will get the emergency number before coming to Alexandria with the rest of the orientation 
package. 
Although the train is the fastest and most practical service to Alexandria, the availability of tickets 
from one day to the next is not reliable in summer time. There are two stations in Alexandria, Sidi 
Gaber and Mahattet Masr which is the central station of the city. The institute is closer to the 
central one. Train time starting around 6 AM and finishing around 9 PM.
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ATTENDANT FOR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE
If you have requested transportation to your accommodation a representative of the institute will 
meet you at your scheduled arrival time in Alexandria or Cairo.
Your attendant will have a sign written “Ahlan-Egypt”. 
If you are coming by airplane, the attendant will wait for you after the passport control (outside the 
Arrival Terminal).

HOW MUCH WILL THE TRANSFER COST?
There are different kinds of services:
From the airport in Cairo you will be accompanied to the train station where you will board the train 
for Alexandria by yourself. And in Alexandria someone will wait for you at the station. The cost of 
this service, including your train ticket, is 45 EUR.
From the airport in Cairo you can go to your accommodation directly with a private car. The cost of 
this service is 55 EUR. If there are 2 or 3 people, they can share the price.
From Borg el Arab Airport (45 minutes far from Alexandria) you will be accompanied to your 
assigned accommodation by private car. The cost of this service is 25 EUR.
From the train station in Alexandria you will be accompanied to your assigned accommodation. The 
cost of this service is 10 EUR.
From the bus station in Alexandria you will be accompanied to your assigned accommodation. The 
cost of this service is 15 EUR

WHAT DOCUMENTS WILL I NEED?
You will need to contact the Egyptian consular institutions in your own country to get precise 
information about the required documentation for this trip. In general you will need your passport 
and a visa stamp. Visa can be acquired after your arrival in the airport at banking kiosks that you 
will see before you pass through immigration. The cost will be 15 dollars or, if you prefer, you may 
pay in Euros and you will receive change in Egyptian currency.

At the beginning of 2012 the exchange rate was 1 euro = 8 Egyptian pounds
                                                     1 dollar = 6 Egyptian pounds   

WHAT SHOULD I PACK?
In summer the climate is warm and humid. There is some relief provided by the relative proximity 
of the sea but you should plan on warm or hot weather.
In winter, it is quite cold and windy. There are no heating system, so we advise you to bring heavy 
clothes.  
The city of Alexandria is generally not frequented by European tourists and the inhabitants are not 
accustomed to some of the casual or revealing styles more popular in western cities. In an attempt 
to show respect for the local population and considering the possibility of resentment in their 
interactions with European women PLEASE DO NOT BRING/WEAR LOW NECKED BLOUSES OR 
DRESSES, MINI SKIRTS, HALTER TOPS, OR ANY OTHER GARMENT THAT WILL LEAVE YOUR MID 
SECTION EXPOSED! The institute and its associates cannot be held responsible for any problems 
that may arise from your failure to respect this warning.
Anything that you can leave behind for charity will be greatly appreciated!
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PLUGS
The electrical service is 220 volt (outlets have two holes).

TELEPHONE SERVICE IN EGYPT
Cell phones are convenient and practical because it is possible to text messages (contact your 
provider first to confirm service and pricing), but the cost of calls will be based on both the call and 
the response.
To telephone from Egypt: calling cards for use with public phones cost 20 EGP (about 3 EUR) and 
will last about 4 minutes.
It is also possible to buy an Egyptian SIM card that will last for about one month. They can be 
purchased at the Vodafone, Mobinil or Etisalat centers in Egypt.

COMPUTER AND INTERNET
The institute has wireless internet service and the ability to make it available to anyone whose 
computer is equipped for wireless operation. All students at the institute are welcome to use this 
service at no extra charge. 
If, for any reason, this service will not work for you, you will have no problem finding an internet 
café in Alexandria. The approximate cost for 1 hour on the internet is 1 EUR.
If you need regular internet connection for your laptop you can buy a USB.

Ahlan-Egypt company wishes a nice journey in Egypt!
          
Ahlan-Egypt           
Company for Cultural activities  
8, El-Gorfa El-Togareya Street - Mansheya                                       
Alexandria - Egypt         
Mail : alexandria@ahlan-egypt.com
Tel: 0020 3 4830138 - 0020 1273300027 (Institute - from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm)
       0020 1227331094 (Jacopo Falchetta, School Coordinator)
Website: http://www.ahlan-egypt.com/ - www.ahlan-world.org

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/groups/57555630671/ - http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Ahlan-Egypt-Cultural-Activities/252302264809600.
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