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“Basil Paterson College is a great place to learn
English. You can meet people from many countries.
Edinburgh is a beautiful place to visit and there are
many activities you can do. And you will be speaking
English all day!”

Cristina, Spain



Welcome

With over 50 years’ experience in English
language teaching, Basil Paterson has a long
tradition of academic excellence and remains
dedicated to empowering each student in their
English language learning.

Located in the heart of Edinburgh’s historic New
Town, Basil Paterson College provides a unique
academic environment, where you will study
alongside native speakers studying for UK
examinations or taking the Cambridge CELTA
course.

Experienced and highly qualified teaching staff
work hard to ensure that you receive a high level
of academic support, encouraging your
progression.  The focus is on learning both inside
and outside the classroom and class work is
complemented by our varied social and cultural
programme.

As the largest open exam centre in Scotland for
IELTS and Cambridge English, we are best placed
to guide you through your exam preparation
courses.  Studying at Basil Paterson means you
will have classes and take your exam in the same
building.  We also offer a guaranteed place on the
next available exam.

What can you achieve by studying
at Basil Paterson?

• improved intercultural competence as you will
be working with students from all over the world

• greater confidence when speaking English in
different environments

• effective study skills and the ability to direct
your own learning

• increased motivation through intensive
courses which challenge you as a learner

We look forward to welcoming you to Basil
Paterson College.

Above all, we work to ensure that you enjoy your
time with us and emerge as a confident
communicator in English. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Basil
Paterson College!
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Our Academic Approach

Our aim at Basil Paterson is to provide a
learning environment which helps all learners to
reach their full potential. Whether your
objective is to improve your English skills for
work, university or international travel, you'll
find that studying here will provide the focus
and drive that you need. 

With a class of 12 students or less and learners
from all over the world, you will have the
opportunity to interact in a truly international
environment. Individuallytailored support from
experienced teachers helps our learners to
achieve their aims. 

The day starts and ends with a plenary session,
bringing students from all classes together.
Interesting topics are selected from local and
international news as a springboard for
discussion.

The rest of the day consists of carefully
designed lessons which cater for your diverse
needs.

Spoken Performance Workshop
With a focus on pronunciation and using role
plays, presentations and discussions, learners
develop their oral fluency, enabling them to
operate confidently in a variety of reallife
situations in English. 

Language Focus
Authentic target language and grammar points are
introduced in this session, helping learners develop
a solid foundation which they can build upon. 

Language Practice
Building upon the language introduced in the
previous class, learners have the opportunity to
put their new knowledge into practice.

Skills Focus
This class provides intensive focus on improving
your reading and writing skills, as you will need
them in your future work or studies. 

Project Workshop
This class mirrors the project work and
collaboration which takes place in English around
the world every day. In addition to your English
language skills, you will also be developing your
problemsolving, interpersonal, research and
organisational skills. 



Become a high achiever
Our Focused Group Study course provides you
with the essential tools for effective comprehension
and communication in English. In addition to the
development of your knowledge and accuracy,
classes focus on the core language skills of
reading, writing, listening and speaking. 

Fulltime course
25 hours per week

08.45—09.00 Opening Plenary 
09.00—10.00 Spoken Performance Workshop
10.00—10.15 Morning break
10.15—11.15 Language Focus
11.15—11.30 Morning break
11.30—12.30 Language Practice
12.30—13.30 Lunch break
13.30—14.30 Skills Focus
14.30—14.45 Afternoon break
14.45—15.45 Project Workshop
15.45–16.00 Closing Plenary

Parttime course
15 hours per week

08.45—09.00 Opening Plenary
09.00—10.00 Spoken Performance Workshop
10.00—10.15 Morning break
10.15—11.15 Language Focus
11.15—11.30 Morning break
11.30—12.30 Language Practice

• Start any Monday of the year
• Minimum age 17
• Small class size – max 12 per class
• All levels catered for, from beginner to

advanced
• Study in same building as native English

speakers

Course fees per week
Fulltime Parttime

2  3 weeks £358 £265
47 weeks £333 £265
811 weeks £308 £265     
12 + weeks £283 £265

For one week please add a supplement of £85 to the 2  3 weeks price. 

BULATS

BULATS is available to all students who wish to
complete their course with an internationally
recognised test. This can be done at any point
throughout the course. 

2014 BULATS fee: £35

Focused Group Study

Course fees include:
• Access to course materials • Internet and WiFi 

• Individual report • Tutor support at lunchtime

• Selfstudy resources • 3  activities per week



English Exam Preparation

Prepare for success
We understand the challenges examinations in
English can bring. Our examination courses help
you prepare for your exam, with development
of your language skills in the morning classes
and improvement of your exam technique in the
afternoon classes:

Exam Strategies
Focuses on the techniques required to excel in
your exam. Experienced teachers will familiarise
you with the format of the examination and
introduce the criteria used for marking the exam,
providing tactics for each section.

Exam Skills Practice

Specific focus and analysis of skills required in the
exam. Relevant language will be reviewed and
timed examination practice will also be provided.

• Small class size – max 12 per class

• Guaranteed place on next available exam

• Start IELTS any Monday of the year

• Minimum level of Intermediate for IELTS 
course

• Minimum 2 weeks study for IELTS

• 4 week summer FCE/CAE course

Exam preparation
25 hours per week

08.45—09.00 Opening Plenary
09.00—10.00 Spoken Performance Workshop
10.00—10.15 Morning break
10.15—11.15 Language Focus
11.15—11.30 Morning break
11.30—12.30 Language Practice
12.30—13.30 Lunch break
13.30—14.30 Exam Strategies
14.30—14.45 Afternoon break
14.45—15.45 Exam Skills Practice
15.45—16.00 Closing Plenary

Course fees (exam fees not included)

IELTS fees per week

2  3 weeks £358                   
47 weeks £333                   
811 weeks £308                        
12 + weeks £283 

Cambridge FCE/CAE/CPE fees per course

06 Jan  28 Feb (8 weeks)* £2464
14 Apr  06 Jun (8 weeks)* £2464
06 Oct  28 Nov (8 weeks)* £2464
* Please note exams take place the week after the course end date and
therefore students should book an additional weeks accommodation

FCE/CAE Course
30 Jun  25 July (4 weeks) : £1332.00 
(exam fee included)

28 Jul  22 Aug (4 weeks) : £1332.00 
(exam fee included) 

Course fees include:
• Access to course materials • Internet and WiFi 

• Individual report • Tutor support at lunchtime

• Selfstudy resources • 3  activities per week



IELTS and Cambridge English Exams

Realise your potential
If you require a formal certificate for work or
study purposes, an IELTS or Cambridge English
examination is the ideal way to prove your level
of English. As the largest open exam centre in
Scotland, Basil Paterson offers both IELTS and
Cambridge English exams.

• Basil Paterson is the largest exam centre in
Scotland, with over 3500 candidates taking
examinations every year.

• IELTS and Cambridge English exams are
internationally recognised by thousands of
companies, organisations and universities.

• IELTS is the most widely recognised test of English
– perfect for study/jobs.

• Choose to sit your IELTS exam in either of our exam
venues – Edinburgh or Aberdeen.

• Cambridge English Exams offer an important
qualification for life – perfect for your CV.

IELTS Examinations
11 January 24 May 20 September 
18 January 07 June 27 September 
01 February 21 June 18 October
15 February 28 June 25 October
01 March 12 July 01 November 
15 March 19 July 22 November
05 April 26 July 06 December
12 April 02 August 13 December 
26 April 09 August
10 May 16 August
17 May 06 September

Dates in bold are Academic and General Training test dates
Dates not in bold are Academic test dates only

2014 IELTS examination fee: £140

Cambridge English Examinations
Cambridge English: Key (KET) PreIntermediate level (A2)
Cambridge English: Preliminary (PET) Intermediate level (B1)
Cambridge English: First (FCE) UpperIntermediate level (B2)
Cambridge English: Advanced (CAE) Advanced level (C1)
Cambridge English: Proficiency (CPE) Proficiency level (C2)

Examination Dates

KET  22 February, 30 May, 24 July, 11 October*, 15 November*, 05
December*
PET  22 February, 30 May, 24 July, 11 October*, 15 November*, 05
December*
FCE  08 March, 17 May, 10 June, 25 July, 21 August, 11 October*,
02 December*
CAE  05 March, 24 May, 11 June, 24 July, 22 August, 18 October*,
03 December*
CPE  08 March, 10 May, 12 June, 04 December*

Examination fees up to September 2014

KET/PET exams: £80
FCE: £120
CAE: £125
CPE: £130

* OctoberDecember 2014 fees are different from the fees above,
please contact us for more information. 

“Really good preparation for IELTS exam.
Competent teacher and interesting courses.
What else do you need for an English
course?” Federico, Italy



Combination Course

Combination courses
20 hours per week + 5/10 hours Onetoone

08.45—09.00 Opening Plenary
09.00—10.00 Spoken Performance Workshop
10.00—10.15 Morning break
10.15—11.15 Language Focus
11.15—11.30 Morning break
11.30—12.30 Language Practice
12.30—13.30 Lunch break
13.30—14.30 Skills Focus
14.30—14.45 Afternoon break
14.45—15.45 Tailored onetoone class 

Combination5 + Combination10
15.45—16.00 Afternoon break
16.00—17.00 Tailored onetoone 

Combination10 only

Course fees per week
Combination5 Combination10

2–3 weeks £644 £1002
4–7 weeks £619 £977
8–11 weeks £594 £952
12+ weeks £569 £927

For one week price please add a supplement of £85 to the 23 weeks price

Develop your skills
Additional onetoone classes can be added to
your course for increased focus on your specific
requirements and personal needs. In group
classes you will expand your language and
receive plenty of practice opportunities with
fellow students; with individual tuition you will
get the chance to work on the areas of
language that are most important to you.

This course is an ideal way of combining your

skills and learning how to develop through both

group classes and on a onetoone basis. Your

teacher will design each lesson carefully to suit

your requirements, and content can vary from

fluency practice to legal English.

• Start any Monday of the year
• Minimum age 17
• Small class size – max 12 per class
• All levels catered for, from beginner to

advanced
• Study in the same building as native speakers

Course fees include:
• Access to course materials • Internet and WiFi 

• Individual report • Tutor support at lunchtime

• Selfstudy resources • 3  activities per week



Individual Tuition

Focus on your progress 
Our individual tuition courses offer a
personalised, intensive English language
programme that allows you to make the
maximum possible progress for your individual
needs. You can choose to focus on specific
language development as well as specialised
requirements, such as language for career
purposes. Offering a flexible tuition
programme, our experienced teachers also
adapt your classes to suit your individual
learning style.

Whether it is business English, exam
preparation, or extra time developing one 
particular area of your language knowledge, we
tailor each class to ensure you make maximum
progress.

• Start any Monday of the year
• Minimum age 17
• All levels catered for, from beginner to

advanced
• Study in the same building as native speakers
• Choose anything from 140 hours tuition 

per week

Individual tuition
Specialist areas include:

Business English
Focus on language vocabulary and practice of
business situations to improve your confidence
and performance in meetings, presentations,
telephoning and emailing.

Fluency Practice
Intensive practice of your speaking skills, with
correction and language input tailored directly
to you.

Cambridge Exam Preparation
Exam techniques, practice and feedback
relating specifically to your exam and focussing
on your individual needs.

Course fees per week
5 hours 10 hours 15 hours 20 hours 25 hours

1 week £443 £801 £1159 £1517 £1875
23 weeks £358 £716 £1074 £1432 £1790
47 weeks £333 £691 £1049 £1407 £1765

Course fees include:
• Access to course materials • Internet and WiFi 

• Individual report • Tutor support at lunchtime

• Selfstudy resources • 3  activities per week



Accommodation

Living and learning in Edinburgh 
We want your experience in Edinburgh to be as 
enjoyable as possible and for that reason we offer
a wide choice of accommodation options.
Whether you prefer an immersed experience in a
homestay or require more independence, our
dedicated accommodation department will help
you find the right option. 

Homestay (available year round)

• Standard halfboard or private bathroom

• Families carefully selected and regularly checked

• Single room accommodation

• Students of different nationalities placed together

Price per week:

Standard single halfboard £182

Extra night £37

Single with private bathroom halfboard £282

Extra night £47

Halfboard = breakfast and evening meal every day

Apartments (available year round)
• Selfcatered apartments available

• Variety of options  from shared flats to studios

• Access to kitchen to prepare your own meals

• Typically located within 1520 minutes of school

Please contact us for prices and further information

University residence (July/Aug)

•  More independence

•  15 minutes by bus from the city centre

•  Students guaranteed a single room

•  Bed and breakfast and selfcatering available

Price per week:

Standard single bed and breakfast £325 

Standard single halfboard £398 

All accommodation options begin the Sunday before the

course starts and end the Saturday after the course

finishes.

“I think I could not have been placed in a
better accommodation. My host is friendly,
kind and the best cook! The old Victorian
house is wonderful. My room is spacious and
I have everything I need!” 
Oeznur, Germany



Sample programme (summer)
Mon City walking tour (FREE) 
Tue Scottish ceilidh dancing (approx £6)
Wed Whisky tasting (approx £8)
Thu Scottish Gallery of Modern Art (FREE)
Fri Folk music in a local pub (FREE)
Sat & Sun Loch Ness weekend trip (approx £95)

Your Scottish Experience
5 attractions you should not miss!

Scottish ceilidh dancing

Energetic, great fun  we’ll teach you all

the steps to traditional Scottish dances.

Edinburgh Castle

Pay a visit to see the Castle and listen

out for the one o'clock gun!

Royal Botanic Gardens

A green retreat just a few minutes’ walk

from the city centre.

Scottish whisky tasting

Sample Scotland’s national drink with a

talk from an expert (over 18s only).

Holyroodhouse Palace

The official residence of the Queen in

Scotland. One of the most popular

attractions in Edinburgh.

Beyond the classroom
At Basil Paterson we don't believe that the
learning experience should end after classes
have finished for the day. Our English courses
run alongside a very full and varied social
programme which provides an excellent
opportunity to practise your English and make
new friends. 

Students will be exposed to a wide range of
social and cultural activities along with the
academic structure of English classes. At least 8
activities per week are offered during the
summer and at least 3 activities per week for
the rest of the year. There is also the
opportunity to book weekend trips to the
Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

• A chance to practise your English in a more
relaxed and informal setting

• Open to both our international and UK
students

• Range of free and lowcost activities

• A variety of activities to suit all ages and
interests

• 3 activities per week included

Social Programme

“Discovering the Scottish culture and history
while learning English at Edinburgh with Basil
Paterson College is exceptionally fun.”
Puzant, France



Travel

Getting here
You can fly directly to Edinburgh from over 100
destinations worldwide. The city is just a 1 hour
flight from London and is also well connected to
other major UK cities by train.

Airport arrivals

Edinburgh International Airport is only 7 miles

from the city centre, with the journey taking

just 25 minutes. There are a number of regular

transport services to the city centre:

• Airlink bus service – Operates every 10

minutes during the day and every half hour

at night. A return ticket will cost around £6.

You will find the bus stop just outside the

airport terminal.  

• Taxi hire – Taxis are available from directly

outside the airport terminal. A single journey

to the city centre will cost around £30.

• Executive airport transfer – Basil Paterson

can organise a transfer directly from

Edinburgh airport to your accommodation.

This will cost £55 each way.

Public transport
The city is further connected with an excellent
public transport system.

Public transport available in Edinburgh:

• Buses – Connecting the city and its outskirts
with a vast network of routes. Lothian buses
sell weekly and monthly tickets which offer
unlimited travel.

• Trains – The two main train stations,
Waverley and Haymarket, link Edinburgh to
cities and towns across the UK.

• Taxis – There are taxi ranks located throughout
the city. A typical short journey should cost
approximately £7 to £10.
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How to book a course
To secure a place on a Basil Paterson College course, please return
the Enrolment Form together with payment of a nonrefundable
deposit, or book online at www.basilpaterson.co.uk.

Payment of fees
On receipt of the application and deposit a letter of confirmation is sent
with a Statement of Fees which should be settled at least 30 days
before the course starting date. In the case of registration less than 6
weeks before the course starting date, the full amount of the cost of
the course must be sent with the Enrolment Form. Students will not be
allowed to start their course unless FULL PAYMENT has been received
by the School. All bank charges must be paid by the student.

PLEASE NOTE: if you require a Student Visitor Visa Letter, the School
will provide the required documents on receipt of a completed
Enrolment Form, copy of passport and a £300 deposit. If you require
a Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS), this will be provided
only when full payment has been received by the School. The School
also requires proof of English language level and a passport copy.

Accommodation address
Students who have requested the School to book homestay
accommodation on their behalf will receive details of their address at
least 14 days before the course starting date, unless they enrol late.
This enables those students travelling independently to let the
homestay host know of their approximate time of arrival.

Conditions for cancelling or changing 
a course by the student
• If the School receives the cancellation before the course starting

date, the School will retain the deposit.

• After the course has started, a student must give 10 days’ written
notice to the Principal of changes to or cancellation of a course. A
cancellation fee equivalent to 1 week’s course fees will be
charged. Refunds cannot be made for nonattendance, absence
due to illness or any other cause.

• If a student wishes to be absent from the course for 1 or 2 weeks
for the purposes of taking a holiday s/he must give the Principal at
least 2 weeks’ notice in writing.

• Students who choose to exchange their original choice of course
for one of greater value must pay the difference between the two
at the time of requesting the upgrade.

• Any refund due when a course is changed or cancelled, or a
holiday taken, will be paid to the person who paid for the
student’s course at his/her home address at the end of the
course. ‘End of the course’ here is defined as the last date of the
course specified on the Enrolment Form (i.e. if a student books a
12 week course and decides to leave after 4 weeks s/he will not
be refunded until 12 weeks after the start of the course).

• If a student is denied a student visa or a study permit and provides
the School with a copy of the rejection letter on or before the first
day of classes, the School will refund the course fees.

Change or cancellation of a course 
by the School
Sometimes it is agreed between the School and a student that it
would be beneficial for the student to be moved to another School
course. When this happens only a course of at least equivalent cost
will be offered by the School. The School reserves the right to cancel a

course, or make changes to course arrangements, without liability, if
forced to do so for reasons beyond its control. If this happened, the
School would seek to offer alternative arrangements, dates or venues.

If the School cancelled a course booked and paid for by a student in
accordance with these terms other than for reasons beyond its
control, and did not offer an alternative acceptable to the student,
the School would pay compensation as follows:

• Where the cancellation is before the start of the course,
compensation equal to the deposit paid by the student or

• Where the cancellation is after the start of the course,
compensation equal to one week’s fees.

Liability and insurance
Students should make sure that they organise their own travel
insurance to cover medical costs and repatriation costs in the case of
an illness or accident. The School acts only as an intermediary
between its students and travel organisations and between students
and homestay hosts. Unless and to the extent caused by the School’s
negligence, the School cannot be held responsible for any delay or
accident during a journey, nor for any incident which may happen
during the student’s stay with the homestay host. 

The School will, however, endeavour to defend the student’s
interests in the event of breach of contract on the part of the travel
organisation or the homestay host. The School reserves the right not
to allow on the course a student suffering from any illness, medical
condition, or mental or physical disability which has not been
disclosed on the Enrolment Form. This brochure, issued by the
School, gives the only terms and information that can be referred to
in the event of a disagreement between the student and the School.
These terms and conditions are governed by Scottish law and do not
affect your statutory rights under Scottish law.

Personal information and photographs
We use the personal information that you give us, including
information about your health and religious or dietary requirements,
to perform our contract with you. We may also use it to ensure that
we comply with UK law, for internal training, or to send you further
information about our courses and services. We do not share your
details with third parties other than as necessary to perform our
contract with you. 

The information you give us is kept securely on our computer system
and is accessible by the schools and offices in the group of
companies to which the School belongs, including those outside the
European Union. If you do not want to receive further information
from us, please write to us at the address below. Please contact us if
you want to see a copy of the information we hold, or
have questions about our use of your information.

The School reserves the right to use photographs taken during
courses to illustrate its promotional material. If a student wishes that
his or her photo should not appear in this material, they should write
to the School within one week of the photoshoot. These photos
have no commercial or contractual value.

Information about the School
In these terms “the School” means Basil Paterson College.
Courses at the School are operated by Instill Education Ltd, a
company registered in England and Wales under company number
01293463 and with registered office at:
38 Binsey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0EY United Kingdom. 
Tel: +44 (0)1865 258300
Fax: +44 (0)1865 244696

All information correct at time of going to print.

Terms and Conditions
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