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Foundation Course
The Foundation Course in Business Studies is a seven month programme which prepares
students from abroad for university entry. Oxford Brookes University moderates the work
of the students and recognises the Foundation course, which it regards as being
equivalent to NQF level 3.

The course includes the following
• English Language tuition designed to enable students to reach IELTS level 6 or higher
• Study skills and computer skills which should prepare the students for university study
• Business Studies modules which will provide students with the academic background 

to follow a degree course in a similar area

Key Facts

Entry Requirements

Students who are accepted onto this course should possess:

• A senior high school certificate in their own country
• An English Language level of approximately IELTS level 5
• A pass in Mathematics

Start dates
October/January

Cost
£7800 for 36 weeks

CIE
The College of International Education (CIE) is
a language school in the centre of Oxford. Our
school offers small class sizes, qualified
teachers and individual support which will
help ensure that you achieve your highest
potential and gain entry into your chosen
University.

ENQUIRE ABOUT A COURSE ONLINE
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http://www.cie-oxford.com/getstarted/enquiry.html
http://www.youtube.com/embed/M0Nne6d9CAw
http://www.youtube.com/embed/M0Nne6d9CAw
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Meet the Principals Why CIE?

John Hudson, has many years of experience in
English education, having been deputy head of
a large comprehensive school in Oxford for 30
years as well as an A-Level teacher at
Wycombe Abbey School, one of the top
boarding schools in the UK.

Luke began his teaching career in Turkey,
where he stayed for two years, including
18 months in Istanbul. He then taught in
Oxford for 5 years before moving to
Spain, where he taught English in
companies, universities, and in his own
school for 6 years before finally returning
to Oxford in 2007. He looks forward to
introducing you to the beautiful city of
Oxford, a city he has grown to love, and
hopes that your time at CIE inspires you to
improve your English.
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Study in Small, Focused Groups
Your skills will improve quickly in our small classes and your individual learning needs
will be met. 

University advice and support
You will receive advice about which course to study, which University to attend and
how to complete your UCAS application form to gain entry to a University in the UK.

Excellent Pass rates
2009 - 100% Pass rate (All with Merits)
2010 - 90% Pass rate (60% with Merits)
2011 - No students on the course
2012 - 100% Pass rate (50% with Merits, 25% with a Distinction)

Study in the City Centre
CIE's Bocardo House is in the centre of Oxford, opposite the world-famous Oxford
Union. 

Our students have gone on to a variety of Universities including:

Oxford Brookes University

Surrey University

Glasgow University

SOAS

Sheffield University

ENQUIRE ABOUT A COURSE ONLINE
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http://www.cie-oxford.com/getstarted/enquiry.html
http://www.shef.ac.uk/
http://www.soas.ac.uk/
http://www.gla.ac.uk/
Surrey University
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/embed/XtQbMFzK0ng
http://www.youtube.com/embed/XtQbMFzK0ng
http://www.youtube.com/embed/XtQbMFzK0ng
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There are eight modules:
• People and Operations Management
• Study Skills
• Marketing
• Finance and Accounting, Mathematics and IT

Programme dates
The first programme starts at the beginning of October and students study for terms 1,
2, and 3.

The second programme starts at the beginning of January and students study for terms
2, 3 and 4.

• Term 1 Beginning of October to middle of December

• Term 2 Beginning of January to end of February

• Term 3 Beginning of March to end of May

• Term 4 Beginning of June to end of August

Term 1/2 Term 2/3 Term 3/4

9:00 – 10:00 People and Marketing Objectives &
Operations Strategy
Management

10:15 – 11:15 Study Skills Finance and External Influences
Accounting

11:30 – 12:30 IELTS/ IELTS/ IELTS/ 
Business English Business English Business English

13:30 – 15:45 IELTS IELTS IELTS

• Objectives and Strategy
• External Influences
• Business English 
• IELTS
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All our teachers are qualified, experienced, and
professional. Our Foundation Course is accredited
by the British Accreditation Council (BAC),
which requires that all our teachers have
appropriate teaching qualifications, such as a
Bachelors or Masters degree and/or a PGCE in the
subject they are teaching. The Foundation Course
is taught mainly by our Principal, John Hudson. 

Our English language courses are accredited by the British Council, which requires
that our teachers have certificate-level teaching qualifications such as the Cambridge
CELTA (Certificate of English Language Teaching to Adults).

We are also accredited by the Independent Schools Inspectorate which means we
have Highly Trusted Sponsor Status and so we are able to issue Tier 4 visas if
required.

ISI's inspectors reported that the College exceeded expectations in ‘Teaching and
Learning’ stating that “The quality of education is excellent because of the depth
and breadth of course planning and high quality of teaching and learning … The courses
are rigorously and broadly planned to fulfil the college’s aim to balance academic
success with personal and cultural development. The extra-curricular provision is a
particular strength. Teaching is of a high quality because of a well-qualified teaching
force, well supported by effective observation, guidance and staff development”.

Students themselves were very positive about their experience; “Students responding to
the pre-inspection survey almost without exception expressed approval and often strong
approval of the education and care provided by the college, in tune with the
judgements made by inspectors”.

The full report from the Independent Schools Inspectorate is available here

http://www.cie-oxford.com/downloads/PFE-Report-CIE.pdf
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/accreditation.html
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/teachers.html
http://www.youtube.com/embed/VnQKAABS810
http://www.youtube.com/embed/VnQKAABS810
http://www.youtube.com/embed/VnQKAABS810
http://www.youtube.com/embed/LsGPhC939Ww
http://www.youtube.com/embed/LsGPhC939Ww
http://www.youtube.com/embed/LsGPhC939Ww
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Essa (Lebanon)
My business foundation course in the College of International
Education was a experience that I will have for the rest of my life.

Yi (China)
Overall, business foundation course helped me to establish
the basic knowledge of business and which, I believe, will
largely benefit my further business education in university.

Kyoko (Japan)
It was frustrating and was not easy to decide to do a degree
course. I was also lack of confidence. However, now, I can say that
“I have a level of commitment to do a master degree”. This is
thanks to all the staff at CIE. Everybody believed that I was able to
be accepted by the first choice university and have a level of
commitment.

Ala (Libya)
I have to mention the other helpful element, is the different
nationalities that we had in the class; it had a positive effect on
us because of the different ideas that we had. It made us
thinking together how to work out things, but with different
minds. We were doing everything together as a team, despite
the fact that we had different subjects to write about.

Business Foundation
Course Evaluations, 2012

Host Families
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Most CIE students stay in host family accommodation. This provides you with the opportunity
to share the daily life of a British family. All of our host families are British families who speak
English in the home and will help you practise your English outside of your lessons at school.

Breakfast and an evening meal are taken with the family on weekdays, and all meals at the
weekend. 

CIE’s accommodation officer inspects the homes of all host families regularly to ensure that
they meet our standards as well as those of the British Council and ISI.

If you would like to ask a question to our accommodation team, they can be contacted
directly on accommodation@cie-oxford.com.

ENQUIRE ABOUT A COURSE ONLINE

http://www.cie-oxford.com/getstarted/enquiry.html
http://www.youtube.com/embed/aiXK9ilGRx4
http://www.youtube.com/embed/aiXK9ilGRx4
http://www.youtube.com/embed/aiXK9ilGRx4
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.youtube.com/embed/VGNK_1VkI1s
http://www.youtube.com/embed/VGNK_1VkI1s
http://www.youtube.com/embed/VGNK_1VkI1s
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Business Foundation
Course Evaluations, 2012
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Sightseeing, Dining, and Shopping
Oxford is full of beautiful places to visit, allowing you and your classmates to take in
the history and architectural beauty of this medieval city.

If you’ve had enough of the sights, you can relax with a cup of tea or coffee and a pastry
in a local café. 

Oxford is also home to a wide variety of restaurants, specialising in everything from
Malaysian and Libyan to home-style British pub fare. Or you might like to do some
shopping in Cornmarket Street, Queen Street, or the lovely Covered Market.

Area Transport
Stagecoach buses depart every half-hour to take you to fantastic brand-name outlet
shopping at nearby Bicester Village.

The Oxford Bus Company offers local buses as well as regular buses to London, home of
some of the world’s greatest shopping and dining!
And of course, the convenient Oxford rail station is in the centre of town, near Oxford
University's Said Business School.

Private Study
Outside lessons, you are free to study on your own.

• CIE’s Bocardo House is a 5-minute walk from the Oxford City library, which is 
available for your use seven days a week and offers free Internet access as well as 
many other facilities and services for students. 

• CIE offers computer facilities with access to the Internet for your use at any time 
outside of lessons.

During the week you will have the
opportunity to join in a range of
activities including:

At the weekends there is also the opportunity to go on excursions to
other places in the UK including:

Bowling Ice Skating Punting Sports

London Stratford-upon-Avon Brighton

Stonehenge Bath
ENQUIRE ABOUT A COURSE ONLINE

http://www.cie-oxford.com/getstarted/enquiry.html
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations/OXF/details.html
http://www.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.bicestervillage.com/bicester/home.asp
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/oxfordshire/
http://www.oxford-coveredmarket.co.uk
http://www.oxfordcityguide.com/TouristInfo/SightSeeing.html
http://www.youtube.com/embed/FbBw2RYWXmI
http://www.youtube.com/embed/FbBw2RYWXmI
http://www.youtube.com/embed/FbBw2RYWXmI
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.cie-oxford.com/aboutus/business-testimonials.html
http://www.youtube.com/embed/KrzHHvS9iOk
http://www.youtube.com/embed/KrzHHvS9iOk
http://www.youtube.com/embed/KrzHHvS9iOk
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