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Congratulations on joining ELC’s Volunteering Program! 
ELC & Conservation Volunteers Australia have teamed up 
to offer students & travelers from all over the world a 
great study + volunteer package. This program will help 
you to improve your communication skills in English, 
study and work with participants from all over the world, 
discover Australia and take part in exciting conservation 
projects to protect, preserve and restore our unique and 
beautiful environment. By participating in ELC’s conserva-
tion program, you first improve your English knowledge 
and skills in a full-time course at ELC before joining other 
volunteers on the projects around the country. 
 
You will find all relevant information in this manual. 

Welcome to ELC’s Conservation Volunteering package! 
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The School 
ELC is one of the highest quality English Language schools in Australia and we are sure you will 
enjoy the classes and services offered and make very fast progress in English. The better your 
English is, the more you will enjoy and benefit from your experience Down Under -  meet 
more people, make the best of the travel and feel more confident. 

Your English Course With ELC 

Social activities, optional classes and excursions 
Our  team is here to make sure you receive all the 
practical help and support you need, but we are also 
here to make sure you have a great social life! Every 
week, we organise a wide range of social activities 
that you can join if you want to meet new friends. ELC 
welcomes students from over 35 different countries 
and travelers from many European countries join this 
package. This is a great opportunity to speak English 
with them! You can also Join ELC’s extra classes and 
excursions to make the best of your time at school.  

Your first day at ELC 
On your first day at school, you will join the school’s ori-
entation. This will help you understand the school life 
and adapt to life in Sydney in general. You will receive 
information about your main class, your choice of elec-
tive and optional classes, your timetable and all services 
offered at school. 

ELC Online 
Even before you arrive at school, you can begin your studies 
from our website’s portal, ELC Online, where you can also 
get in touch with current and future students and get a lot 
of useful information about your stay in Sydney! 
We highly recommend that you log in and start your per-
sonal study plan even before you arrive to give you a head 
start! 

English for Work - dedicated elective and optional 
classes 
At ELC, you will improve your communication skills greatly 
and learn the English you need to work and travel in Austra-
lia.  We recommend you join our elective classes such as 
“Working in English” or “International Business English” and 
our varied “Work OZ” optional seminars to enhance your 
English to work in Sydney and in the country.  

Your program starts with your English course in Sydney.  
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Conservation Experience Overview 

Small Groups 
Volunteers are usually placed in teams of between 6 and 10 people. A Conservation Volunteers 
Team Leader manages each team. The Leader provides all training required on-site, explains the 
conservation aims of the project to the volunteers, and is responsible for the safe conduct and 
management of each project.  

Schedule 
Our programs usually run from Monday to Friday, with weekends free for relaxing or sightseeing. 
Project hours are normally from 8am – 4pm. 

Conservation Volunteers 
Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA) is Australia’s leading conservation volunteer organisa-
tion, founded in 1982. CVA is a not-for-profit organisation, offering exciting conservation pro-
grams, which enable volunteers to protect, preserve and restore the Australian environment. 
 
Conservation Volunteers Australia has won a number of major awards, including the Global 500 
Award for Environmental Achievement from the United Nations Environment Program; the Prime 
Minister’s Award for Excellence in Community Business Partnerships; five Banksia Awards from 
the Banksia Environmental Foundation, and the inaugural Golden Backpack Award (2007) for 
Best Responsible Travel Program. In 2011, Conservation Volunteers was awarded the United Na-
tions World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) Ulysses Award for Innovation in Tourism Govern-
ance.  

Your Volunteering Program 
You can volunteer for as long as you want (1-25 weeks) and we will look after your: 
 Conservation activities 
 Transport 
 Accommodation 
 Food 
 Training 
every day from your program start date to your finish date. There is nothing you need to worry 
about! 
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Projects & Activities 
When you enroll in our program, you do not select any particular activities you wish to under-
take. We will put together a program of conservation activities for you depending on the time of 
year, weather and conservation priorities.  Typical activities are: 
 Tree planting   

 Walking trail construction  

 Wildlife surveys   

 Seed collection  

 Protection and restoration of native plant habitats   

 Conservation fencing  

 Heritage restoration  

We will make sure we include a maximum of variety in your program. We’ll let you know what 
activities you’ll be doing at your orientation. 

Regional Area 
Conservation projects do not take place in the cities. We will take you to regional areas and 
sometimes even remote locations. You will come back to your regional centre for the weekends . 

Wildlife 
Our programs rarely involve direct contact with wildlife. However you will have plenty of oppor-
tunities to spot wildlife on project sites, and we’ll give you a wildlife guidebook on arrival to help. 
Your Team Leader will point out wildlife to you, and can help identify species for you. 
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Step 1: Your orientation 
On your first day (Friday) you will have an orientation at  the CV’s office you designated as your 
starting point (usually Sydney). You will receive all relevant details from the reception at school 
on how to get there (address, voucher and a map including details of how to reach the office us-
ing public transport or taxi). 
 
You will need to arrive by 11am. The orientation session lasts around one hour. We use a stan-
dard DVD presentation, with additional information provided by a presenter. You are also re-
quired to complete a Volunteer Registration Form at this point.  
This is when we give you your program for the coming 4-6 weeks. 
 

Step 2: Transfer to your regional centre 
Projects take place all over Australia but very few take place around the major cities (Sydney, 
Brisbane and Melbourne). So if you choose Sydney as your starting point, chances are that you 
will be transferred to one of our regional centres (Newcastle or Canberra) for the duration of 
your Conservation Experience, returning to Sydney only at the end your placement. This would 
take place on the Friday afternoon after your orientation. You will travel by train, bus or CV vehi-
cle (we make all travel arrangements for you). 
 

Step 3: Check in 
You will check in at your accommodation option in the city/town where your regional centre is on 
the Friday afternoon. The rest of the weekend is free time. 

How the program works - Getting started 

Conservation Volunteers’ offices and regional centres for each state are as follows: 

NSW/ACT Victoria Queensland Northern Territory South Australia Western Australia 

Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Darwin Adelaide Perth 

Canberra Bendigo Cairns Uluru   Broome 

Newcastle Geelong Townsville   Tasmania 

  Hamilton   Hobart 

We plan your program 
Simply tell us: 
 when you want to start (any Friday - generally 1 week 

after the end of your English course) 

 where you want to start from (any of Conservation 
Volunteers’ 25 locations - generally Sydney)  

 how long you want to volunteer for (1-25 weeks - 
generally 4 to 8 weeks)  

And we will draw up your program for you. 
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You are now ready to start working on our conservation projects. 

 
Weekly blocks & variety 
The Conservation Experience runs in weekly blocks. New members start and finish every week 
like you. So every week, we allocate members to newly formed teams. 
This means that you will get to work and live with different people every week, may be allocated 
to a different project, maybe in a different location, and completing different activities.  
We strongly recommend that you book for a minimum of four weeks to enjoy a range of conser-
vation projects and locations.  
 
As an indication, in a 6-week Conservation Experience, you will generally visit at least 3 different 
project locations, and will usually undertake 2 or 3 different types of project activities. We incor-
porate as much variety into our program as possible, while achieving our essential conservation 
outcomes. On some weeks, you may complete a major project, such as being part of a team 
planting a thousand trees or building a walking track. On other weeks, you may do a variety of 
activities every day.  

Step 4 - Your first week 

Stay at the project location or commute daily 
Depending on the location of the project you will be working on each week, you may commute 
daily from the regional centre town to the  project or you may leave with the group on the Sun-
day evening and stay on-site for 5 nights and return to the regional centre on the Friday after-
noon. In all cases, all accommodation, transport and food is organised for you, so you do not 
need to worry about organising them. 
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How the program works - Weekly blocks 

Multi-city starts: Many volunteers book a number of packages to fit in with their travels around 
Australia. For instance, they may volunteer for 4 weeks from Sydney, then take 2 weeks holiday 
and travel independently (at own costs) to Melbourne and volunteer for a few weeks from Mel-
bourne. (You can even move on to visit a third starting point.) 
If you choose this option, you will need to arrange and pay for your own travel between starting 
locations. As regards accommodation, you should either leave a week break in between your 
bookings and arrive at your second starting point on the next Friday afternoon for the weekend 
of accommodation or arrange to rejoin at your new starting location on Monday morning. We 
cannot accommodate volunteers arriving on weekends.  
We are able to organize a transfer from the airport to our office for most locations however this 
service comes at extra cost. Please contact us for further information. 
At the end of your last week, you will be transported back to the last city where you started from. 
In the example above, you would be taken back to Melbourne, not to Sydney.  
 

Please, be aware that the above schedule may change from time to 
time: if you are scheduled to go on a remote project, this may mean 
travelling on a Sunday to the project site. Also, on more remote pro-
jects, the team may organise for volunteers to spend 10 days in a 
remote location, followed by a longer break. 

Exceptions to this schedule 

Orientation at 
11am and travel 
to regional cen-
tre. Accommo-
dation starts. 

The first Friday 

Free time 
 

( Some traveling may 

be done on Sunday if 
project is at remote 

location.) 

Saturday & Sunday 

Conservation 
work from 8am 

to 4pm (may 
vary seasonally) 

Monday through 
Friday 

 
After completion 
of day’s work at 

4pm: 

Friday afternoon 

 
Return to re-
gional centre  

When finishing program 

Return to entry 
point if finishing 
the conservation 

program. 

Start another week until you finish 

your program 

Regional centre 

Sydney 

Sydney 

Breaks: If you wish to, you can choose to have breaks in between 
your conservation projects. Remember the program works in weekly 
blocks, so breaks can be 1 week or 2 weeks, etc. We recommend 
that volunteers who wish to book packages over 6 weeks consider 
building in some independent travel time. 
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At the End of Your Program 

Upon completion of your Conservation Experience, you will be presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation. 
 
You will finish the program at around 4pm on a Friday and will be transported back to the city 
where you started from. This means that you will need to book your own accommodation for the 
Friday night – our offices can help and advise you on request as you near the end of your Conser-
vation Experience program. 
 
Also, if are going to be returning from projects some distance away from the office, we recom-
mend that you book any personal onward travel connections from Saturday onwards.  
 
If you would like to make alternate travel arrangements to travel to a different city from the one 
you started your program from, there will be an extra cost. You should discuss these arrange-
ments with your conservation team leader. 
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Other Information 
Accommodation 
Accommodation is organized for you every night (including weekends) from your first Friday 
(orientation day) until your last day of volunteer work (your last night will be a Thursday night).  
You will then be transferred back to your starting point on the Friday evening and need to organ-
ize your own accommodation for the Friday night.  
The type of accommodation you will be staying at his varies according to project and location. 
Typical accommodation can include caravans, hostels, shearers’ quarters, bunkhouses, and camp-
ing (we supply tents). You should bring a sleeping mat as well as a sleeping bag, and be prepared 
to share your bedroom and the bathroom. Accommodation is included for every night until your 
last Thursday. 
 

Meals 
Food is included for 3 meals per day every day (including weekends) from dinner on your first Fri-
day (orientation day) until your lunch on your last day of work (last Friday). 
For breakfast we supply cereals, bread or toast, tea and coffee. Lunch is normally a self-made 
sandwich and fruit; in the evening we enjoy a meal prepared by the group, typically something 
like pasta, roast, barbeque, curry, stir fry or a vegetarian option.  Volunteers help with the prepa-
ration of meals and cleaning up of dishes, plus some domestic duties as required. We rely on 
every volunteer to participate fully in the program, and the evening meal is a popular part of the 
day. The program includes all your meals until lunch on your last Friday. 
Special dietary requirements: We can cater for vegetarians but if you have very specific dietary 
requirements (for example, food allergies), you may need to provide their own food.  Please ad-
vise any special dietary requirements at the time of booking. 
 

Internet access 
You will usually be able to find an internet café or library with internet access on weekends. 
Internet access is not provided at volunteer accommodation – even if you have your own laptop, 
wireless broadband is not often readily available outside major cities. 
 

Mobile phone coverage 
Note that mobile coverage can be limited outside major cities, which means that you may not 
have mobile phone access while on your volunteering exercise. 
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Requirements 

Visa requirements 
You can undertake a study + volunteer experience on any visa type, including a visitor visa, a 
working holiday visa or even during your holiday period on your student visa. There is no restric-
tion on how long you can volunteer for. 
 

Special Skills 
You are not required to have any special skills. Just be prepared to join in to the best of your abil-
ity! There will always be a Team Leader with you, who is there to explain the project to you 
(including the conservation reasons), show exactly you what to do and how to do it safely. You’ll 
learn plenty of new skills on this program. 
 

Fitness and health requirements 
A reasonable level of fitness is required as this is an active program. You need to be comfortable 
participating on active programs (such as planting trees or collecting seeds) for seven or eight 
hours per day. It is essential that you are prepared to participate to the best of your ability. If at 
any time you have a concern about your fitness for any activities, please speak to your team 
leader. 
Any pre-existing injuries, allergies or medical conditions that may affect participation must be 
declared at the time of booking. We reserve the right not to accept volunteers that we consider 
may endanger themselves or others whilst on the Conservation Experience. 
 

English language requirements 
To join this program, you must first complete a minimum of four weeks English study at ELC at 
the Pre-intermediate level or above. 
Conservation Volunteers has essential Safety Guides in a number of languages, including: 
English 
Danish 
French 
German 
Japanese 
Korean 
Mandarin 
All other briefings, safety  
and project instructions  
are given in English. 
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Luggage Allowances: As space is limited, we ask that you keep your luggage to a maximum of 

15kgs in a backpack or soft-sided bag. We suggest that you bring a small daypack to carry lunch, 
sunscreen, water bottle etc.  
 
The following items are essential for all projects: 

 
* Conservation Volunteers strongly recommends safety work boots with protective toe caps 
** Choose sunscreen with the highest sun protection factor – this is an outdoor program 
*** Mosquito nets are not essential but are recommended  
Note that you can purchase any of these items in Sydney, and also from Conservation Volunteers 
if required.  

Sleeping bag and mat Long trousers Strong boots * 

Wet weather clothing Long sleeved shirts Backpack 

Wide brimmed sun hat Personal drink bottle Insect repellent 

Work / gardening gloves Sunscreen and sunglasses ** Mosquito net *** 

What to Bring 

Gloves to protect your 

hands 

Hat to protect you from 

the sun – or keep you 

warm! 

Water bottle – volun-

teering is thirsty 

work! 

Long trousers for 

sun and skin protec-

tion 

Safety vest – supplied by 

Conservation Volunteers 

Strong boots to protect 

your feet and ankles 

Sunglasses and sun-

screen 

Long sleeves and a collar for 

sun and skin protection. Bring 

warm clothes and a raincoat for 

winter! 

Valuables and money: It is a personal choice whether you wish to bring valuables with you on 

your Conservation Experience. You should be aware that we cannot provide insurance or safe 
storage for items like laptops – you will need to take full responsibility for looking after it. How 
much money you bring is up to you. You only need spending money for social activities and sight-
seeing on weekends, and laundry costs (coin-operated washers and dryers) 
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Program Fees 

Conservation Experience costs are based on the real cost of running our programs. Conserva-
tion Volunteers is a not-for-profit organisation, and we aim to keep costs as low as possible for 
all volunteers. 

Program Length  Price (incl. GST) 

1-week Conservation Experience AU $385 

2-week Conservation Experience AU $700 

3-week Conservation Experience AU $1,050 

4-week Conservation Experience AU $1,400 

5-week Conservation Experience AU $1,750 

6-week Conservation Experience AU $1,845 

Each additional week requested AU $ 315 

What is included? 
All meals, including on weekends      
All accommodation, including on weekends  
Project-related travel  
Conservation Volunteers wildlife guidebook 
 
What is not included? 
Travel to starting point at Conservation Volunteers office 
Visa and passport charges 
Departure, airport and airline charges 
Laundry, medical expenses, personal travel insurance and items of a personal nature 
Travel Insurance: Personal travel insurance is not included in the Conservation Experience.  
Volunteers should have comprehensive travel insurance, including a cancellation policy.  
 
 
If you want to come with a friend or make a group booking to form your own group, this can be 
arranged. We can give you a quote when you provide us with the details of your group. 
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