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English + Internship 
in Australia 

- 
416 Special Program applicants 

English Language Company has teamed up with Professional Pathways Australia to offer  
English plus internship programs to international students.  

 
Kick start your career with industry specific experience through an internship  
in Australia… 
A professional internship in Australia will help students develop the skills and 
knowledge required for success in their career. Professional Pathways Australia 
have arranged valuable industry training in Australia for students from over forty 
countries and the interns’ feedback is always excellent. Internships are tailored to 
suit students’ requirements whether it is a requirement for university, a desire to 
experience another culture, broaden their horizons, or expand their career and life-
style opportunities. 

Why do an internship in Australia? 

 Career fast-tracking - a stepping stone into the job market 

 Gaining practical training in your field of study 

 Developing industry contacts 

 Obtaining a statement of service or reference from a recognised company 

 Demonstrating your initiative and ability to take on new challenges 

 Learning to deal with different situations and people 

 Gaining credit towards a university degree with the right experience 

 Gaining cultural understanding and experience in a different country 

 Becoming more independent and confident 

 Making friends from all over the world. 
 

 

An internship in Australia is an experience of a lifetime! 

In what field can I do my internship and how long for? 
Students have the option of working from a minimum of 3 month up to a period of 6 
months as an intern. Placements can be organized in various fields such as: 

Architecture 
Arts 
Banking and Finance 
Biological Research 
Education 
Engineering 
Environmental Science 
Fashion 
Graphic Design 

Hospitality and Tourism 
Human Resources 
Information Technology 
Law 
Sales and Marketing 
Manufacturing 
Media and Journalism 
Not-for-profit 
Photography 

Psychology 
Public Relations 
Real Estate 
Retail 
Sociology 
Sport 
Telecommunications 
 
... plus many more! 

NB: Internships are designed for applicants to gain practical experience, receive additional 
training and enhance their skills in their field of studies and/or of employment. Very strict 
criteria apply for visa eligibility and the internship will need to be closely related with 
the applicant’s academic and/or professional background. 
Internships are not remunerated.  
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 Internships under a 416 visa have to be in direct relation with the applicant’s stud-
ies or work experience: 

Eligibility for a 416 visa does not only take into account nationality and age: the  
internship also needs to fall into one of the categories below upon completion of their 
English course: 
 

1. internship will result in credit towards participant’s current qualification at their 
overseas institution. 

2. internship is a recommended/elective component of their course. 

3. participant is within 12 months of completion of qualification. 

4. participant has been working in their chosen field for a minimum period of 2 
years full-time. 

In all cases, the internship needs to be closely related to the past field of study/work. 
 

NB: Applicants who: 
 Are unemployed (not currently undertaking any work, study or training) 
 Seek to use the Special program as a quasi working Holiday 
 Are eligible for another visa to undertake the same activity 
 Are applying for this program with a view to migrate to Australia  

     are not eligible for a 416 Special program visa. 
 

Based on the documents provided by the applicant, Professional Pathways Australia 
will assess the applicant’s eligibility before we can process any application into the 
package. 

 Applicants’ level of English should be pre-advanced or above upon completion of 
their course (equivalent to an IELTS 6.0). If you are unsure of a student’s level of 
English, and would like to confirm an ideal study length for him/her to reach the 
required level, please download the level test from the agent page of our website 
and return it to ELC’s enrolment officer. 

  

 Students will not be allowed to study on a 416 visa and should therefore come to 
 Australia on a visitor or student visa in a first time: 
 - Applicants who require 4 -12 weeks English can study on a visitor visa. 
 - Applicants who require 12 - 48 weeks English can study on a student visa. 
 The 416 visa application will be lodged from Australia during the last weeks of the 
 student’s course with us, based on the internship start date. 
 NB: Regulations have changed and direct applications from student visa to a 416 visa are now 

 possible.  

1 - Students’ eligibility & requirements 

Belgium Estonia Hong Kong (SAR) Ireland Taiwan 

Canada Finland Ireland Italy UK 

Cyprus France Italy Japan  

Denmark Germany Japan Sweden  

*Applicants holding a passport from one of the following countries will need to carry out their internship 

on a Working Holiday visa. Please, refer to our “Internship on a Working Holiday visa” manual. 

 Visa situation: Under the current regulations, applicants cannot carry out an in-
ternship under a visitor visa and applicants who hold a student visa have to main-
tain their attendance at school, and therefore cannot join the internship program 
part-time under their student visa.  

Students aged 18 to 30 and who meet all criteria for it will need to apply for a 
specific visa (Special Program visa (subclass 416)), at the end of their course 
(depending on their desired internship start date)).  

N.B.: Interns on a 416 visa are not allowed to undertake any other form of work than their 
internship. Applicants should plan their budget accordingly. 

 Internship length: Students can carry out an internship of a minimum of 3 months 
and maximum of 6 months. (Internships in excess of 6 months can only be arranged 
in cases where the length is a university requirement. Different rates apply. Contact ELC.) 
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 Eligibility check: before we can confirm the applicant’s eligibility for the program, we 
need the below information from the applicant:  

 Application form filled in and stating at least: Internship start date, Internship dura-
tion, Internship location, Internship field. (Further details can be provided for the 
placement search once the eligibility has been confirmed) 

 CV in English ensuring there are no gaps or unaccounted period for the past 2 
years and showing months and years.  

 Cover Letter 
 ELC level test with the course details showing the student’s level of English upon 

completion of the course will be equivalent to IELTS 6.0 or above. 
 Academic transcripts (original copy and English translation) 
 Photocopy of the passport  
 

Professional Pathways Australia will use the above-listed documents to assess the ap-

plicant’s eligibility for the internship program and the Special Program visa before we 

confirm the placement can be organised. A phone or face-to-face interview will be con-

ducted between the applicant and the placement team. 

3 - Application Process 

These include: 
 

 Completed 147 form. 
 Completed 956 form. 
 Completed 1283 form. 
 2 passport sized photos. 
 A copy of the biodata page and all 

stamped pages of the passport. 
 CV and Cover Letter ensuring there are  
  no gaps or unaccounted periods. 
 Copy of birth certificate. 
 University certificates, diplomas, degrees 

and the transcripts, translated into English. 

 Proof of funds (bank statement or letter 
of guarantee). 

 Military discharge (when applicable) 
 Evidence of a return ticket or funds to 

meet the cost. 
 Evidence of travel/medical/personal  
  liability insurance. 
 Accommodation details. 
 Letter from university stating that the 

internship is compulsory or highly  
  recommended when applicable. 

 Program application: once the eligibility for the program has been established, the 
placement team may request any additional documents they need before they can 
start the placement search. Applicants should understand that the placement proc-
ess will not start until we have received all these elements of information. Applicants 
will also need to collect a range of documents to prepare for the visa application. 

Applicants should arrange all these documents from their home country. Some appli-
cants may be required to undertake a health examination and/or a police check. Addi-
tional documents, original or certified copies may be required based on individual 
applcations. 

The placement search can take up to 8 weeks. When a suitable host company has been 
found, a phone or face-to-face interview will be organized between the host company 
and the applicant to confirm the placement and discuss tasks/missions to be completed. 

 Visa application: Professional Pathways will organize the visa application on behalf of 
the student as soon as the placement is confirmed. The 416 visa ties the participants to 
the host company, which means that the visa application can only be lodged once the 
internship placement is confirmed.  

The visa processing time is up to 28 days and Professional Pathways Australia will 
organize the visa application during the student’s course/holiday at the right time for 
the student to be granted the visa in time for the internship start date. The applicant 
will not be allowed to start his internship before the visa is granted, hence the impor-
tance to collect all documents early and avoid any delays in the application. 
 

Just like for student visas, the visa would be cancelled if the intern does not comply 
with the visa requirements (including attendance). Just like for student visas, interns 
are generally granted one month holiday at the end of their internship. This is how-
ever at the discretion of the department of immigration. 
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4 - Internship Application Timeline 

Applicants should allocate time to prepare their application and collect their docu-
ments and allocate 8 weeks placement process from the moment all relevant docu-
ments have been forwarded. The collection of the documents needs to be organized 
from the home country. Additional to this placement time, applications should allocate 
an additional 4 weeks visa processing time, hence a total of 12 weeks between the 
day they complete their application and have handed in all relevant documents to 
Professional Pathways Australia and the earliest expected start of their internship as 
shown below: 

Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Student has paid the course and internship 
deposit and provided all documents re-
quested to start the process. 
Placement search starts. 

First enquiry about eligibility. Send:  
- CV 
- Cover letter 
- English level test 
- Application form filled in 
- university transcripts for students 

ELC confirms that the student seems eligible.  
A pre-enrolment interview will be organized.  

Student already at school or arriving depending on study length 

Placement confirmed with host 
company AND all necessary 
documents have been organised.  
Visa application is lodged by 
Professional Pathways Australia. 

Placement search time. 
A phone or face-to-face 
interview will be organ-
ized once a suitable 
host company is found. 

Interview completed: ELC confirms the 
applicant’s eligibility for the program. 
The enrolment into the package can be 
organised. The student should collect 
all documents required.  

Visa is approved. 
Internship can start. 
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