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Japanese + Manga studies (Kudan Institute x Mangajuku) 

Lessons: Conversation course (20 lessons/wk) + 16 Manga studies (120 minutes/lesson) 

 

Course duration: 12wks 

Winter: January 14- April 4 

Spring: April 7- July 4 

Summer: July 7- September 26 

Fall: October 6- December 26 

 

Level: Beginner to high intermediate 

Minimum age: 16+  

 

Daily schedule: Conversation course (morning) + Manga studies (afternoon) 

Program fee: 374,000 yen 

*No part of the program fee will be refunded after the course starts. 

 

Commission: 58,500 yen 

43,500 yen commission from Kudan (conversation course 14,500 yen x 12wks x 25%) + 15,000 yen from 

Mangajuku. 

 

Nihon Mangajuku  
(*Juku means cramming school) 

Mangajuku is a private Manga school with 14 years of history and was established for the purpose of 

bringing professional Manga writers up in the Japanese Manga business. The comprehensive Manga 

curriculum of Mangajuku, from story to background and from analog to digital, is taught by professional 

instructors, who themselves are leading professional Manga writers. Mangajuku is located in Jimbocho, the 

central Tokyo, Japan, and is conveniently just five minutes walking distance from Kudan Institute of 

Japanese Language and Culture. There are many of prestigious publishers and bookshops dealing with 

Manga near Mangajuku. 

 

Mangajuku is proud of its excellent performance record of students’ professional debut numbers and keeping 

the top position of about 100 Manga schools in Japan. There are many professional Manga writers graduated 

from Mangajuku and Mangajuku is now contemplating developing its business throughout the world. 

 

Collaboration course with Kudan 
A Dream course of Japanese language and Manga has been just now realized through collaboration of 

Kudan and Mangajuku!  You can learn both Japanese and Manga during your short stay of 3 months in 

Japan. 



 

In the course, you will learn how to draw a face and whole body in Manga, above all, how to draw 

characters in different genre of Japanese Manga such as Ninja, Teen Drama, adventure, etc. Using the same 

dip pen used by professional writers, the curriculum progresses through practical exercises and detailed 

instructions easy to understand for beginners. The collaboration course consists of 16 lessons in 3 months, 

including digital coloring exercises using computer programs, and aims to accomplish an illustration of each 

participant’s original character by the end of the course. As an out of classroom exercise, a sightseeing tour 

of Akihabara, the Mecca of Manga and animation, is scheduled. The course consists of such an attractive 

curriculum! 

For the special benefit of the program, the course participants are freely allowed to use the library of 

Mangajuku, which contains more than 2000 Manga at all times, during the course period, the same as the 

full time students of the school. Upon completion of the course, the program completion certificate is given 

to all participants who successfully completed the course, together with Manga sketch textbook as a 

souvenir gift from the school. The course is specifically designed as a collaboration program with Kudan. 

 

In Japan, Manga is now widely used for various purposes such as company brochures, music videos, 

commercial media, etc. Nowadays, Manga is not a peculiar subculture in Japan but its inherent value has 

started to be recognized widely throughout the world. Due to its expressive power, some countries started to 

use Manga as an educational tool. Thus, Manga can be said to be a new communication tool across the 

generations in which you can make something difficult into something easy, something easy into something 

profound and something profound into something enjoyable. 

 

So, why don’t you come and experience the Japanese Manga world? After the program, your idea about 

Manga shall be dramatically changed! 

 

 

Q&A 
 

Q. Not understanding Japanese at all, am I still eligible to the course? 

A. Yes, you will have no problem at all. The Japanese language course is designed for complete beginners 

exclusively and the Manga course is taught both in Japanese and English.  

 

Q. Not having experienced drawing Manga at all in my life, am I still eligible to the course? 

A. Yes, you will have no problem at all. You can learn Manga from scratch. 

 

Q. Can I participate in the course from the middle of the program? 

A. No, you cannot. The program is designed to progress gradually to accomplish the graduation project at 

the end by starting from scratch, no participation is allowed part of the way through the program. 

Q. What is the minimum age to enter the course? 

A. The minimum age is 16 years old, the same for the Japanese school. 

 
 



3 months collaboration course of Japanese Manga with Kudan 

*The curriculum is subject to change based on the actual progress of participants 

Class Theme of the lesson Contents 

1 

 

 

 

Orientation to the course and outlook 

of Japanese Manga 

 

 

Self-introduction of the participants and orientation to the 

course. Introduction to the characteristics of Japanese 

Manga. Guidance with various drawing tools expected to 

be used in the course. 

2 

 

Drawing process of Manga 

 

Exercises. Drawing with a dip pen, filling in procedure, 

whitening out with liquid and screen sheets. 

3 

 

 

Character faces 

 

 

How to draw the face. Deformation theory and expressive 

techniques to show human feeling such as joy, anger, 

sorrow and pleasure. 

4 Drawing the character as a whole 

 

 

Positioning technique of the whole character. Head and 

body and their proportions. Deformation and attractive 

poses. 

5 Character design 1 

 

Methodology of characterization through fashion, body 

shape and hair style. 

6 Character design 2 

 

Drawing the character in different genre of Japanese 

Manga such as Science Fiction, Samurai era story, Shojo 

Manga (Romance and Teen Drama), etc. 

7 How to draw the background The basic methodology of background art (usage of 

supplementary lines to induce an effect of motion) 

8 Story writing and the basics of  scene 

allotment 

 

Basic theory of story writing such as the four part 

structure of introduction, development, turn and 

conclusion. How to guide readers' viewing order by the 

scene allotment. 

9 Story and scene allotment 

 

Trial production of 1 page scene allotment based on an 

exist story. 

10 Field trip 

 

Learning Japanese Manga history and observation of 

Japanese sub-culture. 

11 Digital production by computer 

 

Drawing Manga using "Comic Studio", a piece of computer 

software. 

12 Graduation project 1- monochrome 

(Draft) 

Production of the face page of an original character or the 

participant's self-portrait. 

13 Graduation project 2- monochrome 

(Completion) 

Completion of the monochrome graduation project. 

 

14 Graduation project 3- digital color 

 

Coloring of the project work by "SAI", a piece of computer 

software. 

15 Graduation project 4- digital color Completion of the digitally colored graduation project. 

16 Final comment and graduation 

ceremony 

Review and comment on each graduation project. 

Presentation of the completion certificate for the course. 


