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Steve Mann started out as a teacher at Select English

London in 1996. In 2005 he was promoted to the

Principal position and has been running Select English

London very successfully ever since. Steve is leading a

team of about six to ten teachers depending on the time

of the year. Steve very carefully selects all the academic

staff to ensure the highest quality of teaching and a

friendly atmosphere for all the students. He is very

approachable and always happy to help students with

any enquiry they might have. 

Select English London is part of the Select English group with one

year-round school in London and another one in Cambridge plus

several summer centres in different parts of the UK. The Select English

group is owned and directed by Mervyn and Helena Martin and their

daughter Hanna Claydon. Mervyn and Helena founded Select English

Cambridge in 1992 and developed it into a very successful language

school, which is respected worldwide. In 2003, Mervyn and Helena

decided to expand the business and bought Angloschool in Crystal

Palace, which is now Select English London. Mervyn, Helena and

Hanna are based in Cambridge but regularly visit Select English

London to ensure the smooth and successful running of the school. 

Owners/Directors 

Hello and
welcome to
Select English,
London.
This school has been a very big part
of my life since I first joined it in 1996
as a teacher.  Prior to joining the
school, I both taught and studied
abroad for nearly 10 years, so I know
how it feels to be far from home in a
foreign country trying to learn a new
language.  

I am lucky in the fact that I like my job
and enjoy meeting our students.
There’s a real sense of satisfaction in
seeing them progress and go on to
fulfil their ambitions to study at
university, find a new career or pass
that examination they were
preparing for. 

Over the many years that I have been
at the school, there have been many
changes, but one thing has remained
constant; the professional, but friendly
atmosphere around the school.  It is
something I, and all the staff here, are
very proud of.  One day soon, I hope
you too can come and enjoy that
atmosphere. 

Best wishes,

Steve Mann 
Principal 
Select English, London 
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www.selectenglish.co.uk

Booking your Course 
If you want to come on one of our courses please
complete the registration form and return it by post,
fax or email. Alternatively you can complete the on-
line form at www.selectenglish.co.uk. A deposit of
£200 must be paid with the registration to reserve
your place. 

Once you have completed the form and paid the
deposit we will book your place on the course and
your accommodation and send an official
acceptance letter, invoice and detailed
accommodation information. The rest of the
payment must be paid 4 weeks before the start of
the start of the course. Please see the registration
form regarding HOW TO PAY. 
Please provide your passport details if you are from
a non-EU country.

Contact Information 
Select English London
144 Church Road
Crystal Palace
London SE19 2NT
Tel: +44 (0) 208 653 7285
Fax: +44 (0) 208 653 9667
london@selectenglish.co.uk 
www.selectenglish.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/selectenglishlondon 

The School

Your ideal English language school

Do you want to be in walking distance of
your school?
More than half of our homestay
accommodation is in walking distance. 

Do you want to be in a pleasant and
accessible part of London? 
Crystal Palace is a very up-and-coming part
of south London with plenty of restaurants,
pubs and cafes. 

Are you looking for professional and fun
teachers? 
According to students’ feedback, they very
much like our teachers and enjoy their
lessons.

Are you looking for a friendly and
welcoming school atmosphere?
Select English London is a privately-owned
school and every student is looked after
very well. 

How about a great nationality mix?
Throughout the year, our students are from
more than 20 different countries.
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Quality certification 
British Council accreditation means that we have been
inspected and approved as a reliable establishment.
The inspection is repeated every four years. Our last
inspection was in September 2011. 

English UK is the world’s leading language teaching
association and your guarantee of high quality and
good service. Students can appeal to English UK if
they are dissatisfied with the way a centre deals with a
complaint. See www.englishuk.com/complaints. 
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Select English 
in Crystal Palace, London 

Crystal Palace offers a perfect study
environment for anyone who wants to
experience London but be located in peaceful
surroundings and live in the proximity of the
school. The school residence is two doors
from the school and all our homestay
accommodation is either in walking distance
or only a short bus ride away. 

Crystal Palace 

Select English, London is situated in Crystal
Palace in the southeast of London. Crystal
Palace is a charming and up-and-coming
residential area of London. There are plenty of
cafes, restaurants and pubs within easy reach
of the school. It is also very green with plenty
of trees and parks. Crystal Palace is the
highest point in south London and offers
amazing views over the whole of London. 

Crystal Palace takes its name from the famous
building that housed the ‘Great Exhibition’ in
1851. A fire destroyed the Crystal Palace in
1936, and today, near the site of the Crystal
Palace, stands the National Sports Centre
whose extensive facilities attract sportsmen
and women from all over the world. 

London 

‘When a man is tired of London, 
he is tired of life’ 
(Samuel Johnson, English author,
1709 – 1784). 
More than 200 years later this
statement is still very much
appropriate. Whether you are
interested in art, fashion, music,
clubs, comedy, theatre, shopping,
museums, parks, afernoon tea,
royalty, markets, multi-culture, pubs,
photography, restaurants, antiques,
jewellery, history or politics you will
find something of interest to you.
World famous landmarks such as
Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, Covent
Garden, Piccadilly Circus, Tower
Bridge, London Eye, Madame
Tussauds and a lot more will be there
for you to explore. 

From Crystal Palace
to Central London

Crystal Palace offers an easy
and quick connection to the
centre of London. There are
frequent direct trains from
Crystal Palace to Victoria and
London Bridge, which take
no more than 25 minutes.
There is also the new
London Overground that
goes from Crystal Palace to
the east and north of London
passing Whitechapel,
Hoxton and Highbury &
Islington. 

Rail link
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Reception
Our reception is open from Monday
to Friday between 08.30am and
17.00pm. Our staff are very
approachable and always available to
help students with their enquiries
regarding tuition, accommodation,
excursions or any other issues. 

Classrooms
The school has 12 bright and airy
classrooms all appropriately
equipped for effective language
teaching.

Cafeteria and Garden 
The school has a lovely cafeteria
located in the school residence. It is
open from Monday to Friday from
08.30am to 13.30pm. We serve a
variety of hot and cold lunches and
drinks and snacks in all breaks. It is
a great opportunity to socialise with
other students and practise the
English learned in lessons. There is
comfortable indoor seating and also
a beautiful garden for use in the
good weather. 

Computers/Internet
Our computer room, open during
school opening hours, is equipped
with 12 computers all free to use and
connected to the Internet. The
school also has free wireless Internet
which students with their own
laptops can connect to. 

Facilities

Yulia Solomina, 22
Russia 
I like that I spent two weeks in London
at Select English school. I like studying
here because the teachers make the
lessons very interesting and it’s quite
different from what I had in Russian
University. Teachers here focus on
speaking; that is the main thing in the
language. I like my host family because
they are always very kind to us. I
especially love people here because
they are quite different; all of them are
very friendly and sociable. I like being
here and I hope that I’ll come back
again. 
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Select English owns a large and
spacious Victorian house used as
a school residence all year. 

Location 
The residence is conveniently located two
doors from the main school building in
Crystal Palace. It takes students less than a
minute to reach the school from the
residence.

Minimum age
Students need to be at least 18 to be
accommodated in the school residence.

Rooms 
The residence has 7 single and 2 twin
rooms. 

Showers and toilets
6 rooms have en-suite showers. For the 3
rooms without showers,
communal showers are
located on each floor. There
are shared toilets on each
floor. 

Internet 
The residence has wireless
Internet throughout.
Students who bring their
own laptop can access the
Internet for free 24 hours a
day. 

TV
All rooms have new 
digital TVs. 

Warden 
The Warden, who lives in
the residence, is available to
help and assist students
during their stay.

Meals 
The residence is self-catering. However, the
school café is located in the residence and is
open for lunch to all students. Breakfast and
Dinner can be prepared by residential
students in the communal kitchen.

Communal facilities 
Communal facilities include a kitchen, a
lounge, a table tennis room and a large
garden. 

Laundry
Bedding is washed once a week but
students have to go to a local laundrette for
their own laundry. 

Smoking 
The residence is no-smoking throughout.

Residential 
Accommodation

Hilario Clavijo Gonzalez,
28 
Spain 
I spent three weeks studying
at Select English and I stayed
in a lovely host family. I learned
a lot English. I’d like to come
back to Select English!
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Homestay Accommodation

Approximate scale

1km

Rail link
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All our homestay accommodation is in the
Crystal Palace area and many are within
walking distance of the school. All our
homestay accommodation is chosen and
regularly visited by Select English and our
Accommodation Officer is always available to
deal with any difficulties that may occur
during the students’ stay. We also have a few
private homes where more than four students
are accommodated. 

“Mrs Case is a perfect homestay”, 
Beatrice Rosa (Italy), March 2012 

“Sara Thomas is the best host family
in the world”, 
Ramona Fraas (Germany), March 2012 

“Mrs Baptist is the best homestay
I could imagine”, 
Martin Evert (Germany), April 2012 

“My experience at Hazel Murrel was the most
beautiful I have ever had”, 
Laura Bazzucchi (Italy), April 2012 

“Mrs Ahearn is a fantastic homestay”,
Alessandra de Candia (Italy), March 2012 

“The Downer family is very nice 
and open-minded”, 
Monika Bojcic (Germany), March 2012 

Queens
Hotel 
The Queens Hotel is less than a
five-minute walk from Select
English and is ideal for either
groups or individuals who are
interested in hotel
accommodation. 

The Queens Hotel is a stylish 196
bedroom Victorian hotel offering a
pleasant atmosphere and convenient
facilities. All rooms have en-suite
bathrooms. Residents can relax or
meet friends in the nicely furnished
bar lounge at any time. 

Select English London has plenty of
experience accommodating groups
and individuals in the Queens Hotel
and we are happy to recommend it
to future students. For more
information visit
http://www.eurohotelslondon.co.uk/h
otel/euro-hotel-london-queens/

Airport transfers
We are happy to arrange for a taxi to
pick you up from the airport and take
you to your accommodation on
arrival and take you back to the
airport on your departure.
Alternatively, we are happy to
provide you with the details of how
to reach your accommodation by
public transport.

You can also visit the Transport for
London website (www.tfl.gov.uk) for
more information. To find the location
of your homestay accommodation
www.streetmap.co.uk is a useful
website. 

All homestay is within the highlighted area.
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Our students are an interesting
mix of people from all over the
world. The majority are university
students, young professionals or
pupils in their last years of high
school. Our students study with us
for a period of either two to four
weeks, or for a long-term course
for up to six months and longer.
Our students are a great mix of
nationalities from more than 20
different countries throughout the
year. 

Claudia Oleriny, 18
Czech Republic 
This was my second time in
England but my first time at
Select English in Crystal
Palace. I must admit I had a
really great time here with my
classmates and my host family
was the best one I’ve ever
had. My host family was really
helpful and the atmosphere at
school was enjoyable.

Enrique Grima, 26 
Spain 
I enjoy a lot the ambient of the
school and I like too the
afternoon classes when you
can talk more. I have been in a
host family that is very nice
with me and cook very tasty
things for me. 

Evgeny Rogozik, 17
Russia 
I spent 10 great weeks at
Select English. I enjoyed
everything. All my teachers
were very good and I liked my
host family. I found new friends
from different countries. It was
an excellent time. 

Our 
Students
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All our teachers hold university degrees as well as
recognised TEFL qualifications. Their professionalism,
enthusiasm, humour and experience are key factors in
making the lessons at Select English both effective and fun. 
Meet some of our teachers: 

Maurice West
Maurice studied English at Cambridge University. He also holds a
Diploma in EFL teaching. Maurice has been a teacher of English at
Select English since 1977. He is particularly experienced at
teaching our most advanced students. 

Gareth Thomas
Gareth studied English and Philosophy at Middlesex University. He
also completed his CELTA teaching certificate. Gareth has been a
teacher of English at Select English since 1977. He is very
experienced at all levels. 

Jeff Banks
Jeff studied Philosophy, English Literature and Linguistics at the
University of Lancaster. He also holds a Certificate in TEFLA.
Jeff has been a teacher at Select English since 2003. He is very
experienced at all levels. He also teaches special courses such as
business or military English. 

Ben Betts
Ben studied Chemistry at the University of Manchester. He did his
CELTA teaching qualification in March 2009 and shortly after
started working for Select English. He is very popular with all
students. 

Our Teachers
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Susan Newell 
Sue studied French with
Spanish at Durham University.
After having worked at auction
houses Bonham and Sotheby’s
for over ten years she got her
Teaching Certificate in 2010 and
has been working for Select
English ever since. 
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Teaching Methodology
Our teaching method is the communicative
approach which means that the emphasis is
on students practising English in different
social contexts through different teaching
techniques. For example students regularly
work in pairs or engage in role-play to
practise what has been covered in the
lessons. Classroom material and activities
are often authentic and reflect real-life
situations and demands. Skills are
integrated from the beginning; any given
activity might involve reading, speaking,
listening and perhaps also writing. 

Maximum Class Size
The maximum class size is 14. 

Learning Material 
All learning material is provided. Teachers
usually work with a variety of course books
and other teaching material such as
newspapers, DVDs and songs, etc.
Teachers also use the computer room or an
interactive whiteboard for lessons. 

Certificate and Course
Reports
All students that have attended at least 80
per cent of lessons are given a certificate at
the end of their course. We can also provide
course/progress reports on request. 

General English courses -16+

General English 
Our general English courses run all year.
Students can start any Monday from January
to December. The school only closes on
official bank holidays. Students can study
from a minimum of two weeks, up to a long-
term course of four, six or even more months.
We offer a choice of 15 or 25 hours of
General English per week. The 15-hour
course offers grammar-based lessons linked
to a variety of topics. Speaking, listening,
reading and writing skills are also integrated
into the teaching. The 25-hour course, in
addition to what the 15-hour course covers,
offers further skills-based lessons in the
afternoon to give students the opportunity for
extra practice.

Levels
All students are given a level test on their first
Monday and will be placed at the appropriate
level. We offer six levels from A2 – C2
(elementary - advanced plus). Please note
that we do not offer group classes for A1
(beginners). Beginners can take one-to-one
lessons until they reach the right level to join
our elementary group.

Syllabus 
All levels have an on-going eight-week
syllabus with an attainment test at the end,
after which students then move up a level, if
they have passed the test.

We are very experienced at
organising and accommodating group
courses. Select English London’s
location is ideal for either homestay or
hotel accommodation. All homestay
families are close together and close
to the school, whilst the Queens hotel
is less than 5 minutes from the school
(see page 7). Group courses are
tailor-made and can include only
English tuition or tuition plus social
activities or specific project work. 

One-To-One
Tuition

Group
Courses

We offer one-to-one tuition all year
round. One-to-one courses are
tailor-made for you. Students get
the closest possible attention from
their own teacher. One-to-one
tuition can be taken as a unique
course, or in addition to a group
course. Students can decide on
the number of lessons they would
like to take. 

Fernanda Iglesias, 26
Spain 
I’ve improved my English in 3
weeks. I’ve met a lot of great
people.

Timetable - Monday to Friday All lessons are 60 minutes
15-hour course: 09.00  – 12.30 

25-hour course: 09.00  – 15.45 

09.00-10.00 Lesson 1

Skills and grammar based lessons linked to a variety of topics

10.00-10.15 Break

10.15-11.15 Lesson 2

Skills and grammar based lessons linked to a variety of topics

11.15-11.30 Break

11.30-12.30 Lesson 3

Skills and grammar based lessons linked to a variety of topics

12.30-13.30 Lunch

13.30-14.30 Lesson 4

Further skills lessons covering speaking, listening, reading and writing

14.30-14.45 Break

14.45-15.45 Lesson 5

Further skills lessons covering speaking, listening, reading and writing
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Imanol Alvarez, 26
Spain 
I have had a really nice time
at Select English. The
teachers are very patient and
cheerful. I have improved my
English and I also had time to
visit London. 
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Exam Preparation
Courses

Christmas Course
Dates 
Select English London is one of the few schools
that is open at Christmas. We only close on
official Bank Holidays. It is a great opportunity to
experience an English Christmas and also
London in this very special festive season. Our

Christmas course runs for three weeks,
however, students are welcome to start
their course earlier or stay longer in the
New Year. 

Programme 
We organise a trip to Oxford Street so that
students can experience the world famous
Christmas lights. We also organise a
Christmas party with Santa Claus
presenting the students with a small
present. On Christmas Day and Boxing
Day, students celebrate in their host
families. On New Year’s Eve students have
the opportunity to visit central London and
see the spectacular fireworks display. 

IELTS 
IELTS (International English Language Testing
System) is a highly practical and valid English
language assessment, primarily used by those
seeking international education or professional
recognition. It has become the most widely
recognised international measure of English ability
for university entrants. 

Dates
We offer two different starting dates for a four-
week IELTS preparation course. Please see
registration form for more details.
Tuition 
The IELTS preparation course is a combination
of 10 hours IELTS preparation and 15 hours
General English per week.
Level
Students must be at least (B2) upper-
intermediate level (according to our placement
test) to join the IELTS preparation course.
Examination 
The IELTS test can be booked through Select
English (extra costs apply) and is available at a
nearby IELTS test centre most Saturdays.

FCE and CAE Cambridge
Exam Preparation Courses
Select English London has been a
Cambridge examination centre since the 1960s.
Cambridge exams are the world’s leading range of
certificates for learners of English and they are
recognised by thousands of educational
organisations and employers throughout the world.  

Dates
We offer exam preparation courses for FCE and CAE
exams in March, June and December. The exam
preparation courses start up to 9 weeks prior to the
exams. Please see registration form for more details.
Tuition 
The FCE and CAE preparation courses are a combination
of 10 hours FCE or CAE preparation and 15 hours
General English per week.
Level
For the FCE exam preparation course, students have to
be at least upper-intermediate level and for the CAE exam
preparation course, students have to be at least
advanced level (according to our placement test).
Examination 
The examination can be taken at our school as part of
the course, but it is not compulsory. See registration form
for exam dates. 

Trinity 
Select English London is also a test centre for
Trinity exams. Trinity certificates are recognised by
colleges, universities and employers worldwide.
Trinity offers three different exams: Graded
Examination in Spoken English (GESE), Integrated
Skills in English (ISE) and Spoken English for Work
(SEW). Trinity preparation courses and exams can
be organised upon request.  

IELTS, FCE/CAE, Trinity 

Beatriz Martinez, 19
Spain 
This school is really nice and
here you can improve your
English with a lot of different
people. 
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Summer Leisure Programme
In the summer we offer an optional
afternoon leisure programme that can be
joined for one week or more. It can be
booked in combination with the 15-hour
course. It is a ‘cultural’ leisure
programme that offers students the
opportunity to explore London in a group
of Select English students and a member
of Select English staff. A weekly
travelcard and a full-day excursion by
coach to various towns are included in
the fees. Please see sample programme
below. The afternoon leisure activities are
from about 13.00 to 17.00. 

MONDAY: Buckingham Palace, Houses of
Parliament, Big Ben 

TUESAY: British Museum or Tate Gallery

WEDNESDAY: Covent Garden or Camden
Market 

THURSDAY: Natural History Museum and
Science Museum 

FRIDAY: Barbecue in school garden
(every fortnight) 

SATURDAY: Full-day excursion
to e.g. Cambridge, Oxford,
Stonehenge and Bath,
Windsor and Hampton
Court, Brighton 

SUNDAY: Free .

Our Social Activities

Year-Round Leisure
Programme
All year round we offer a variety
of social activities. Please see
sample programme below. 

WEEKLY: 
Sporting or cultural teacher-led
activity (eg. Ice-skating, theatre)

WEEKLY: 
Football at a local sports centre or in
a local park 

FORTNIGHTLY:
Barbecue in school garden 
(in July and August) 

WEEKEND:
Full-day excursion to e.g. Cambridge,
Oxford, Stonehenge and Bath,
Windsor and Hampton Court,
Brighton (extra costs apply) 
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Tereza Ondryskova, 16
Czech Republic 
I spent 9 weeks here and I
really enjoyed staying at Select
English. I met a lot of lovely
people and the lessons were
very interesting. 

The social
programme includes

local trips, to
places such as

Covent Garden, top,
excursions to

Stonehenge, above
and a Barbecue in

the school garden
every fortnight in
July and August
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Professional 
Internship
Programme
The professional internship
programme is an unpaid work
placement in a UK-based company.
It is for EU passport holders only.
Many business sectors are covered
such as accountancy, architecture,
events management, fashion, hotels,
HR, IT and various others. 

This programme is ideal for students and
young professionals who want to improve
their English in a working environment
and gain practical knowledge of a certain
UK business sector (minimum age 18). 

For Select English to arrange the work
placement it would have to be preceded
by at least a four-week English course.
The candidates’ English level should be a
strong B1 level (IELTS 5.5) at the
commencement of the placement. The
internship can be from four weeks to six
months. 

For more information please contact
Select English. 

Oliver Maiwald, 19 
Germany 
This school is amazing! I
made so many friends,
improved my English and had
a wonderful time! 
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Select English has another permanent
school in Cambridge. Select English
Cambridge offers a course for
children and a variety of junior and
adult courses. Please contact the
school or visit our website for more
details. 

Select English Cambridge 
13 Station Road
Cambridge CB1 2JB
Tel: +44 (0) 1223 364735
Fax: +44 (0) 1223 467150
info@selectenglish.co.uk 
www.selectenglish.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/Selectenglish

Select 
English
Cambridge

15

Riddlesworth Hall, 
Junior Course 13-16

Cambridge Juniors ages 14 – 16

Barnardiston Hall ages 8 – 13
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Select English London 
144 Church Road
Crystal Palace
London SE19 2NT
Tel: +44 (0) 208 653 7285
Fax: +44 (0) 208 653 9667
london@selectenglish.co.uk 
www.selectenglish.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/selectenglishlondon 
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