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Dear Friends, 
I am thrilled to share some exciting news with you! Academia Columbus & Soléxico have joined 
forces, combining the strengths of both schools and providing even more amazing destinations to 
your clients who want to study Spanish in Latin America. Having 2 brands in Latin America, we are 
trying to make the most of this partnership and we are always looking to create synergies 
wherever we can in order to provide you and our students with the best service and quality. That´s 
why we have decided to join the 2 schools in Playa del Carmen.  Starting in 2015 classes will take 
place on the beautiful Soléxico grounds, which is a big exotic garden with palm trees and thatched 
roof cabins as classrooms, making this a very special school which we know our students will love. 
In this agent manual you will find all the necessary information about all centers and courses. 
 
With more than 17 years of combined experience Academia Columbus- Soléxico offers high quality 
Spanish courses. The service to our students is not our only concern though. The service that we 
offer you as a liaison to our students is crucial to our cooperation. That is why we have our head 
office in Madrid, another bookings office based in Europe (for the European and Eastern market) 
and another one in Mexico (for the (Latin) American market). This way you will always have a 
contact person at your disposal in an appropriate time zone to respond to inquiries and bookings 
as quickly as possible. 
 
With pleasure I present our Agent Manual 2015 which contains detailed information for you as our 
agent. This information is in addition to our brochure and price list for 2015 and should therefore 
be used together. 
 
You can also find the PDFs of the brochure and price lists in the Agent zone of our website. In the 
download section you will find various promotional materials, such as photos, videos, brochure, 
agent manual, enrollment form and prices. In the general section there is more useful information 
about Academia Columbus- Soléxico, including school facts, quality guarantee and the benefits of 
working with us as an agent. These materials are all available as downloads.  
 
To login in the Agent Zone, please follow this link: 
http://www.academia-columbus.com/agents/login.php 
Username: agent Password: columbus 
 
We are reorganizing all information and will add picture packages for the Soléxico destinations in 
Mexico as soon as possible. In the meantime, please consult the Soléxico agent zone for photos 
and other information: 
http://www. Solexico.com/EN/agencies-partners/  
Password: solweb2011 
 
I am looking forward to another year of successful collaboration with our existing partners and I´d 
like to welcome all new interested agents to contact us about the possibilities for cooperation. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Inge Groeneveld 
Marketing & Product Director 
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Why Academia Columbus-Soléxico for your customers & you as an agent?? 

Why Academia Columbus- Soléxico for your customers? 

 
1. Personal Counseling 

Our schools are locally managed institutions that give 
personalized attention and counseling to each of our 
students, -assisting you with every aspect of your stay-, 
to help you make the most of your learning experience. 
 

2. Small Class Size 
Students of equivalent Spanish proficiency levels are 
divided into mini groups with an average of 3 and a 
maximum of 6 students for all classes (max. of 8 in high 
season). 

 
3. Integrated Teaching Concept 

Our schools use the ´Prisma Latinoamericano´ teaching 
materials as a base for our programs. This method has 
been specifically developed to teach Spanish to foreign 
students and covers the latest aspects of teaching within 
the Latin American countries. The teaching materials are 
up-to-date and follow the guidelines developed by the 
Instituto Cervantes, guaranteeing the efficient study of 
Spanish as a foreign language. 
 

4. Qualified Teachers 
All our teachers are native speakers and have several 
years of experience in teaching Spanish as a foreign 
language. Most of them have a university degree and 
they participate in continuous training to guarantee the 
highest teaching standards.  
 

5. Carefully Selected Accommodations 
All accommodations are carefully chosen and are 
regularly inspected to guarantee quality, cleanliness, and 
support standards. 
 
 
 

 

6. Extensive Social and Cultural Program 
We organize many social and cultural activities during 
the week following our philosophy ´Living and Learning 
Spanish´. On weekends students have the opportunity to 
participate in excursions to explore the country and the 
culture. Minimum 3 activities per week are included in 
the price of the language course.  
 

7. The right Spanish course for you 
We offer year-round language courses in both private 
and mini group classes, and in intensive and super 
intensive courses. Every Monday new courses start for 
all levels. In our special Professional Spanish courses, we 
offer students the ideal preparation for the professional 
world or forthcoming internships, focusing on field 
specific vocabulary. Tailor-made learning allows you to 
learn at your own pace and improve your Spanish skills 
rapidly.  
 

8. Internships & Volunteering      
We offer internship and volunteer opportunities in local 
and international companies and organizations.  

 
9. Combine course locations 

Academia Columbus-Soléxico offers a great variety in 
terms of destinations, with 3 different countries and 7 
different locations. Why not make the most of your stay 
in Latin-America and combine several destinations in one 
trip? Since we use the same teaching method and 
materials in all our schools, you can easily combine 2 or 
3 locations and continue your studies without 
interruption. We offer our students maximum flexibility! 
 

10. Quality guarantee 
With more than 17 years of experience Academia 
Columbus-Soléxico offers high quality Spanish courses. 
All our schools are members of the “Ideal Education 
Group” (IEG) and meet international teaching standards. 
The high quality of our schools is continuously through 
periodic internal evaluations to guarantee quality 
standards are met. In 2009 we were nominated for the 
StarAward Spanish Language School Worldwide (Study 
Travel Magazine StarAwards). 
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Why Academia Columbus for you as an agent? 

 
1. One Contact Person for all schools 

We have set up booking offices in Europe as well as in 
the Americas. This way you will always have a contact 
person at your disposal in an appropriate time zone to 
respond to inquiries and bookings as quickly as possible, 
who is responsible for all schools at the same time so 
you don't have to contact each school separately. 
 

2. Quick Processing of Inquiries and Bookings 
Inquiries will be responded to within the shortest time 
possible - this way, we enable you to advise your 
customers in a quick and competent manner. We 
confirm all bookings within 24 hours, with the exception 
of weekends and holidays. The agent will receive a net 
invoice for each language course booked. 
 

3. Accommodation Confirmation 
Complete travel documents with students' 
accommodation details and address will be e-mailed to 
the agent no later than three weeks prior to departure. 
For homestay accommodation, the confirmation will 
include detailed information on the family. You as an 
agent can use this material and send it straight on to the 
student. This saves you the trouble of creating travel 
documents of your own. 
 

4. Your customers 
Your customers remain your customers. If a student 
extends their stay with us, while booked by an agency, 
we will grant the agent the corresponding commission. 
If a student returns to our school booking directly, we´ll 
also grant the agency commission as follows: 
- 1st time: 100% of agreed commission 
- 2nd time: 50% of agreed commission 
- 3rd time: 25% of agreed commission 
 
First time a student returns direct must be within 2 years 
of the original booking made via the agent, in order for 
this to be valid. If a student returns via another agent, no 
commission is due to the original agent. 

5. Agents vs Directs 
Our agents are very important to us, and we work very 
closely with them. We believe in qualitative, long-term 
relationships that are mutually beneficial. Open 
communication and transparency are key to achieving 
this goal and is something we strive for every day. 
Agent bookings represent the vast majority of our total 
bookings: 75%  
We very much respect our relationships with our agents 
and therefore maintain fair business conditions with all 
of our partners and do not offer our customers special 
rebates or sales undercutting our agents. 
 

6. No Additional Fees for Booking Changes before 
Departure 
In order to offer you maximum flexibility, changes of 
destination, school (no partners) or program are free. 

7. Last Minute Bookings 
We can process bookings for you at short notice without 
any hassles. 

8. Internships as Additional Incentives for your 
Customers 
Besides our Spanish language programs we also offer 
internships and volunteering projects in all three 
countries. This gives you the possibility of offering your 
customers an extra highlight, which is particularly in 
demand nowadays. 

9. Good Price/Quality Ratio 
Academia Columbus-Soléxico is a school where quality is 
most important, but we also keep in mind that price is 
an issue when students consider language travel 
options. We do our best to offer more than reasonable 
prices without ever compromising the quality that we 
offer to our students and our agents. 

10. Group Travel 
You've arranged to travel with your own group and need 
a group quotation or a plan for specialized linguistic 
training? 
No problem, we have the necessary experience to 
arrange this for you. Academia Columbus provides tailor 
made courses for individuals or any type of group who 
need to address a specific linguistic area, want to be 
taught in closed groups, or have any other wishes that 
differ from our general offer. 
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What´s new for 2015 

 
With pleasure I provide you with more information and news about the changes we will have in 
2015. 
 
Academia Columbus & Soléxico 
 
Academia Columbus Playa del Carmen will be located in a new building, which is the Soléxico 
Campus. The school is set in a typical “palapas” (a Spanish word of Mayan origin, meaning 
"pulpous leaf"). These are cabins with thatched roofs. There’s a large main patio with a volleyball 
court, where students get together during the breaks. This construction creates a special 
atmosphere, making it a special place in the Caribbean. The office is open from 8:30 am to 
5:00pm, Monday through Friday. 
 

 14 permanent classrooms 
 1 conference room (TV, DVD, VCR, Stereo) 
 1 library and wireless connection throughout the school 
 School café open from 9:00am to 2:00pm each day 
 Free Wifi 

 
Address 
Calle 6, Av 35 y Av 40  
Colonia Centro 
Playa del Carmen, Quintana Roo 
CP 77710 
Mexico 
Telephone 
+52 984 873 0755 
Emergency number 
9841541303 (from a Mexican cell phone line) // and 984 166 5674 (from a Mexican cell phone 
line) 
Please dial before the above number: 
+52-1 (international number or international cell phone line) 
045 (from a land line outside of Playa del Carmen) 
044 (from a land line in Playa del Carmen) 
 
Capacity 
**112 students in our 14 classrooms  
 
In terms of location hardly anything will change, as the 2 schools are 1 street apart from each 
other. We also guarantee that you will receive the same excellent service and quality as before, or 
even better. We are combining the strengths of Academia Columbus with the strengths of  
Soléxico, making the most of the experience and knowledge gathered over the years, creating a 
school that offers high quality courses, good customer service and is well-organized. The 1+1=3 
effect! 
 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3


Academia Columbus -  Soléxico – Agent Manual 2015 
 

  
Page 7 

 
  

Residence 
The Academia Columbus school building will be transformed in a premium student residence, 
which will be an excellent accommodation option for your students, as it will be only 2 minutes 
walking from the school! 
So in terms of accommodation we offer you host families, shared student apartments and 
residences in Playa del Carmen (MEX), Oaxaca (MEX) and Tamarindo (CR). 
 
Courses 
In the unification process of the 2 schools in Playa del Carmen specifically and the 2 brands in Latin 
America in general, there have been some changes in courses. We maintained the most important 
ones, added some and adapted others in order to offer you the best range and variety of courses. 
See the appendix for details of all courses. 
 
 
Other changes 
 
Instituto Cervantes & DELE 
Inspired by the quality of our group and always eager to improve, we have scheduled the Instituto 
Cervantes inspection to take place shortly, so we can offer yet another quality certificate to you 
and your clients. We will offer the DELE preparation course in all destination countries, which 
consists of 4 weeks of 20 group lessons and will start approximately 4 weeks before the exam 
date. To enroll in a DELE course, students must have at least the same level of Spanish they wish to 
take the exam in. There´s also the possibility to prepare for the DELE exam in individual lessons 
any time of the year. 
 
 
More flexibility 
Courses start every Monday of the year even for complete beginners. And the minimum age for 
clients will be 16 years old though minors must always have a signed parental permission and be 
accommodated in host families. 
 
Instead of charging an administration fee for changes that students want for their program, we 
will now only charge a one-time application fee (valid for a whole year and for all schools) and 
after that there´s free change of course, city or school (no partners) before or after arrival! 
That also means that all destinations between Academia Columbus and Soléxico are combinable 
and this makes it easy for you to sell a multi-destination-program, within Mexico as well as in 
combination with Costa Rica and Ecuador! 
 
 
Teen Program in Playa del Carmen & Costa Rica 
Apart from our summer Teen Program in Santo Domingo de Heredia in Costa Rica, in 2015 we are 
introducing our Teen Program in Playa del Carmen for students between the ages of 14 and 18. 
The program will be the same as the one in Costa Rica and will consist of 2 weeks of Intensive 
Spanish course + Activity Program. The students will be accommodated in our carefully selected 
Host Families to give them a cultural experience and to ensure supervision after school and 
activities. Lessons will take place in small groups of up to 10 students. 
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Starting dates are the 28th of June, 12th & 26th of July (last program day 8th of August). The price 
for 2 weeks is 1.895 USD in Costa Rica and 1.795 USD in Playa del Carmen and includes the 
following: 

 Intensive Spanish Course of 20 lessons per week 
 Maximum 10 students per class 
 Single or double room in Host Family with full board (3 meals per day) from the Sunday 

before the program starts to Saturday after the course ends. 
 Return transfer from the airport in San José (SJO) or Cancún (CUN) respectively. 
 Full activity program during the 2 weeks. 
 1 full day excursion. 
 24-hour emergency phone number available. 
 Supervision in school, host family and activity program. 

 
 
Prices 
We have always been known for our good price/quality-ratio and this year to become even more 
competitive we have decided to lower the prices of the most popular courses (among others, the 
Intensive 20), to maintain almost all accommodation prices and have only increased the necessary 
slightly, due to an increase in cost. I am convinced you will find that this makes it even easier to 
sell us, especially as we have become more flexible as well starting courses every Monday  even 
for beginners and making changes easier. We added a double room price in Host Families for 
students traveling together, and we have also lowered the prices for the volunteering fee to make 
this program more attractive to our students. We appreciate your efforts in promoting this 
program and give it an extra push. 
 
 
Reminder 
 
Internships & Volunteering 
Please don´t forget about the Internships and Volunteer projects we offer in all destinations in 
combination with our Spanish language courses. Internships and Volunteering are getting more 
popular by the day and are invaluable CV items in this more and more competitive world. 
 
We offer a variety of possibilities. From volunteering projects on the Galapagos Islands to 
internships in Latin-American companies. From teaching children in Costa Rica to helping protect 
and researching sea turtles. From an internship in a diving shop in Mexico to helping preserve 
national parks and rain forests. And there are many more possibilities. Please contact our office for 
more information. 
 

Requirements Internships Volunteering 

Minimum age 18 18 

Level of Spanish B1/ B2 B1/ B2 

Minimum duration 
Internship or Volunteering 

8 weeks 
(in some areas 12 weeks) 

2 weeks 

Minimum duration language course 
With Academia Columbus-Soléxico 

4 weeks 4 weeks 
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Agency Policy 

 
Commission 
We pay our agents a commission up to 20% of the package price (including accommodation) of 
each booking as well as 10% on extra nights. Divergent commission models are eventually possible 
in the case of high customer sales and upon request. Please contact us for further information. 
 
 
Inquiries 
Inquiries will be responded to within the shortest time possible - this way, we enable you to advise 
your customers in a quick and competent manner. 
 
 
Bookings 
We accept bookings by email, fax, or post. Please use our enrollment forms or be sure to include 
the following information: 
 

 Student‘s first and last name 
 Sex 

 Date of birth 
 Course type  
 Number of lessons per week 
 Duration of the course in weeks 

 Start and end dates for the course 
 Language proficiency level 
 Type of accommodation (if desired) 
 Information on diets, allergies, etc. in case of Host Family booking 

 Start and end dates for accommodation (if applicable) 
 Complete flight information including flight number, airline, and arrival time (can be 

supplied at a later time) 
 
 
Booking Confirmation 
We confirm all bookings within 24 hours, with the exception of weekends and holidays. The agent 
will receive a net invoice for each language course booked. 
 
 
Accommodation Confirmation 
Complete travel documents with students’ accommodation details and address will be e-mailed to 
the agent no later than three weeks prior to departure. For homestay accommodation, the 
confirmation will include detailed information on the family. 
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Payment 
Full payment due date is 2 weeks prior to student´s arrival. 
 
TRANSFERS IN US DOLLARS ONLY 
Bank Account: 
Account No.: 0081 0298 45 0070630375 
IBAN: ES48 0081 0298 4500 7063 0375 
BIC: BSABESBB 
 
Account holder: 
Columbus Spanish Schools, S.L. 
Paseo Explanada de España, 15  
03001 Alicante 
Spain 
 
Bank address:  
Banco Sabadell 
Calle Enrique Larreta, 12 
28036 Madrid 
ESPAÑA 
 
 
Cancellations 
Academia Columbus- Soléxico must be notified of all cancellations in writing. We will confirm a 
student‘s cancellation immediately. 
 
Cancellation conditions are as follows: 
Cancellation 2 weeks or less before student’s arrival: 
Cancellation fee of 25% of the invoiced fees, with a maximum of $300,-. All course and 
accommodation fees will be returned to the agent less the cancelation fee of 25% of the total 
invoice (max. $300,-), or if the amount hasn´t been paid yet, we´ll charge the agent the 
cancellation fee. 
 
No-shows and last-minute cancellations: 
If a cancellation is received after student’s arrival date, the cancellation fee amounts to 100% of 
the total price. 
 
 
Booking Changes 
Changes can be made to bookings free of charge if they are made before the scheduled trip 
departure date. Changes of destination, school (no partners) or program are free. For all other 
changes to a confirmed reservation at any time after arrival $45 will be charged for administrative 
costs and changes are subject to availability. 
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Mediated Services 
The cancellation policies of our service providers apply for all mediated services such as hotel 
accommodations or travel in the country of destination (for example excursions to the Galápagos 
Islands). 
 

 
Internship Placement 
If, contrary to our expectations, we are unable to find an internship for a customer in the desired 
subject area, we will refund the complete placement fee. Should the customer decline an 
internship or cancel the placement service after we have commenced the internship search, the 
placement fee will not be refunded. 
 
 
Commission returning students 
If a student extends their stay with us, while booked by an agency, we will grant the agent the 
corresponding commission. 
If a student returns to our school booking directly, we´ll also grant the agency commission as 
follows: 

- 1st time:   100% of agreed commission 
- 2nd time:   50% of agreed commission  
- 3rd time:   25% of agreed commission 

First time a student returns direct must be within 2 years of the original booking made via the 
agent, in order for this to be valid. If a student returns via another agent, no commission is due to 
the original agent. 
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Contact Details and General Information 

 
Contact Details 
Please feel free to contact us at any time if you have any questions:  

 
Academia Columbus Head Office 
Alberto Aguilera 26, 2 Plta. 
28015 Madrid 
SPAIN 
Tel.: +34 91 591 21 23 
E-mail: info@academia-columbus.com 
E-mail: info@ Solexico.com  
Web: www.academia-columbus.com 
Web: www. Solexico.com 
 

 
Academia Columbus Bookings Office Europe 
Graeffstrasse 5 
50823 Cologne 
Germany  
Tel.: +49 (0)221 / 299 480 30 
Fax: +49 (0)221 / 299 480 31 
E-mail: info@academia-columbus.com 
Web: www.academia-columbus.com 

Academia Columbus Bookings Office America 
Calle 6 entre Av. 35 y Av. 40 
Col. Centro, Solidaridad 
Playa del Carmen, 77710 Quintana Roo 
Mexico 
USA Toll Free: 800 263 5580 
Tel.: +52 984 873 0755 
E-mail: usa@academia-columbus.com 
Web: www.academia-columbus.com 
 

Academia Columbus Ecuador 
Francisco Arizaga Luque N34-240 Y Federico 
Páez 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel.: +593-2-2446723 
javier@academia-columbus.com 
EMERGENCY NUMBER: +593 (0) 984181082 
 

Academia Columbus Costa Rica 
Santo Domingo de Heredia  
Del Inbioparque 600 mts. al este y 100 al sur 
Santo Domingo de Heredia 
Costa Rica 
Tel.: +506-2244-2713/+506-2244-6827 
directorCR@academia-columbus.com 
EMERGENCY NUMBER: +506 8567-2540 
 

Academia Columbus Costa Rica 
Tamarindo (partner) 
C.C. Tiquicia Tropical. Segundo Piso (Frente Hotel 
Zullymar) 
Playa Tamarindo, Santa Cruz 
Guanacaste - Costa Rica 
Phone/Fax: + 506-2653-2673 & + 506-2653-2674. 
EMERGENCY NUMBERS: +506-8702-1402 (Maikol 
in Liberia) / +506-8914-1971 (Carlos in San Jose) 
info@academia-columbus.com 
 

Academia Columbus-Soléxico 
Playa del Carmen - Mexico 
Calle 6 entre Av. 35 y Av. 40 
Col. Centro, Solidaridad 
Playa del Carmen, 77710 Quintana Roo 
Mexico 
Tel.: +52 984 873 0755 
playa@solexico.com 
EMERGENCY NUMBERS: +52-1 9841541303 and 
+52-1 984 166 567 4 

Academia Columbus-Soléxico 
Oaxaca - Mexico 
Abasolo 217, esquina Av. Juárez, Colonia Centro  
Oaxaca, Oaxaca  
CP 68000 
Mexico  
Tel.: +52 951 516 5680 
liz@solexico.com 
EMERGENCY NUMBER: +52-1 951 507 0047  

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Academia Columbus- Soléxico 
Puerto Vallarta - Mexico 
Calle Juarez 793, Centro  
48300 Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco 
Mexico  
Tel: +52 322 223 9778 ext 101  
puertovallarta@solexico.com  
EMERGENCY NUMBER: +52-1 322 306 0451 

Academia Columbus- Soléxico 
Guanajuato - Mexico 
Calle Pastita #76, Colonia Pastita  
Guanajuato, Guanajuato 
CP 36090  
Mexico  
Tel.: +52 473 731 3056 / 731 3058  
pedro@solexico.com 
EMERGENCY NUMBER: +52-1 473 122 8589 

 
Key People 

Contact details:   

Marketing & Product Director: Inge Groeneveld inge@academia-columbus.com 

General Manager Jose Mendez jose.mendez@solexico.com  

Manager Sales & Bookings Office  Katrin Uphoff & 
Alicia Tamames 

info@academia-columbus.com 
registration@solexico.com 
info@solexico.com 

School Director AC Costa Rica: Gabriela Gonzales directorCR@academia-columbus.com 

School Director AC Ecuador: Javier Mendoza javier@academia-columbus.com 

School Director AC-SOL Playa del Carmen Jose Mendez jose@solexico.com 
School Director Oaxaca Elizabeth Petter liz@solexico.com  

School Director Puerto Vallarta Kennia Burgueño puertovallarta@solexico.com  

School Director Guanajuato Pedro M. Rodríguez Valladares pedro@solexico.com 
 

 
Public Holidays 
No classes are held on public holidays. Public holidays may be moved within the same week to 
create a long weekend. The government may add more public holidays later. If 2 public holidays 
fall in the same week, one day will be made up and individual lessons will always be made up 
(except Tamarindo). 
 
Costa Rica 
Santo Domingo de Heredia: January 1st, April 3rd, April 6th, May 1st, September 15th, October 
12th and December 25th of 2015. 
 
Playa Tamarindo: January 1st, March 27th, April 2nd, April 3rd, May 1st, July 24th, August 14th, 
September 15th, December 10th and December 25th of 2015. 
 
Ecuador 
January 1st, January 2nd, February 16th, February 17th, April 3rd, May 1st, May 25th, August 10th, 
October 9th, November 2nd, November 3rd and December 25th of 2015. 
 
Mexico 
January 1st, February 5th, March 16th, April 3rd, May 1st, September 16th, November 2nd, 
November 16th and December 25th of 2015. 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Our students 
 
Average age 
The average age in our schools in during the last year was around 33 years, varying a bit from 
school to school: 
 

 Ecuador Costa Rica Mexico 

 
Quito 

Santo 
Domingo 

AC Playa SOL Playa Oaxaca 
Puerto 
Vallarta 

Guanajuato 

Average age 32 33 31 33 34 43 37 

 
In summer students tend to be a little bit younger than during the rest of the year. 
 
 
Nationality Mix 
We consider the nationality mix in our schools to be an important factor in creating the ideal 
environment for our students to be able to have an international experience, and we always seek 
to provide a good mix at all times in our schools and our classes. In the past year we had over 40 
different nationalities in our schools. The top 10 is as follows: 
 
 

Mexico 

AC Playa  SOL Playa Oaxaca Puerto Vallarta Guanajuato 

Germany 37% USA 28% USA 55% USA 52% USA 37% 
Switzerland 19% Brazil 13% Switzerland 11% Canada 17% Mexico 16% 
USA 11% Switzerland 11% Germany 8% Switzerland 8% Japan 13% 
Denmark 8% Germany 10% Canada 7% Germany 6% Canada 10% 
Holland 6% Canada 8% UK 5% UK 4% South Corea 6% 
Austria 5% Australia 7% Japan 4% France 3% Switzerland 4% 
UK 4% Holland 6% Holland 3% Cameroon 3% Germany 3% 
Italy 3% UK 5% France 2% Sweden 2% France 3% 
Canada 3% Denmark 4% Austria 2% Brazil 2% Brazil 3% 
France 2% France 3% Australia 1% Holland 2% UK 3% 

 

Costa Rica Ecuador 

Germany 38% Germany 33% 
USA 29% USA   24% 
Switzerland 9% Switzerland 16% 
Holland 6% France 6% 
France 4% Sweden 4% 
Japan 3% Brazil 3% 
Canada 3% Canada 3% 
Brazil 2% Austria 3% 
Belgium 2% Holland 2% 
Austria  2% Norway 2% 

 
 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Agent vs. Directs 
Our agents are very important to us, and we work very closely with them. We believe in 
qualitative, long-term relationships that are mutually beneficial. Open communication and 
transparency are key to achieving this goal and is something we strive for every day. 
 
Agent bookings represent the vast majority of our total bookings: 75%  
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Academic Info 

 
We offer year round language courses in both private and mini group classes, and in regular and 
intensive courses. Every Monday of the year new courses begin for all levels. All classes will be 
held completely in Spanish because we consider this to be the best method for learning a foreign 
language. Besides, there will be a change of teacher every one to two weeks, which helps the 
student get used to different native speakers. All of our teachers are native speakers and have 
several years of experience in teaching Spanish as a foreign language. Most of them have a 
university degree and they participate in continuous training to guarantee the highest teaching 
standards. 
For a quick overview of all courses, please consult our brochure or the appendix to this agent 
manual on page 40. 
 
 
Time tables 
Lessons last 55 minutes and are respectively 15, 20, 30 and 35 lessons per week. Our mini groups 
have a maximum of 6 students per class (average 3). In peak season we may increase the 
maximum number of students per class to 8. Sometimes this may be the better option than classes 
in the afternoon. In the exceptional case where there will be just 1 student registered for a certain 
level, the number of lessons per week will be reduced to 60%. 
 
Our timetable*: 

09:00 - 10:50 Classes 

10:50 - 11:00 Break 

11:00 - 11:55 Classes 

11:55 - 12:05 Break 

12:05 - 13:00 Classes 

13:00 - 13:40 Lunch break 

13:40 - 15:30 Classes 

15:30 - 16:00 Break 

16:00 - 16:55 Classes 
(for executive 35) 

* Except Tamarindo 

 
First Day of School 
All students are asked to fill in a level test and send it back to us at least two weeks prior to start 
date. Beginners are also required to fill in the first question. On their first day, they will have a 
short interview with a teacher prior to the course start. On the first day students should be at 
school at 08.00h in the morning. Lessons will start after the interviews. New students will have the 
opportunity to meet their classmates, teachers and director of studies, and they will be taken on a 
short tour of the school building so they can find their own way around easily. 
 
How to get to school 
If students are staying with a host family, a member of the family will let them know how to get to 
school. Additionally, each student receives a link to a map showing the location of the 
accommodation and the school with their accommodation confirmation. 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Teaching materials 
The usage (loan) of the books is included in the price, we only ask for a deposit of 20USD for the 
text book and 10 USD for the practice book. If students want to write in the practice books or want 
to take the books home, there is a possibility to buy them for 20 USD per text book and 10 USD for 
the practice book. The deposit can be paid in USD, EUR or the local currency (30 USD, 30 EUR, 
15.000 colones in Costa Rica or 450 Mex$ in Mexico). 
 
Workshops & Free Tutoring 
In addition to our language courses, the school offers a weekly workshop on grammar or 
pronunciation for all students at a fixed time in the afternoon. Students can request free tutoring 
of 15 minutes once per week to repeat topics from lessons for which he/she requires further 
explanation. The student should contact our director of studies at the school in order to arrange a 
time for the tutoring lesson. 
 
Quality Control 
Quality control plays an important role for us. Only by offering the highest quality can we live up to 
and even exceed expectations of our customers. We contact our customers after the completion 
of their language tours to obtain detailed feedback that we analyze thoroughly because we are 
always striving to improve our product and services. We actively request and collect suggestions 
for improvement and, when needed, implement the corresponding changes quickly. 
 
In particular we ask students about the quality of: 
 the school (facilities, services, support, etc.) 
 lessons (teachers, course materials, etc.) 
 accommodations (room, meal plan, host family integration, etc.) 
 the activity program (offers, variety, etc.) 

 
During the first week we also establish personal contact with each of our language students to 
ensure that they have settled in well and to double check if there is anything that we can do or 
provide for them. This way we can clarify and remedy, for example, cultural misunderstandings 
and worries about the foreign environment before they turn into actual problems. Should a 
customer, contrary to his expectations, be unsatisfied with anything, he/she can be referred to our 
school directors at any time. You as their agent can also always contact us, and we will do all in our 
power to resolve any kind of problem quickly and adequately, so we can ensure the customer‘s 
happiness. 
 
German Bildungsurlaub 
Our Super Intensive Courses or the Executive Course 35 are recognized in Germany for 
Bildungsurlaub in a number of German States. Please find all our current recognitions (including 
date of validity, reference numbers, courses approved) in the download zone of the agent section 
of our website, under the tab: Bildungsurlaub: 
http://www.academia-columbus.com/agents/german-bildungsurlaub.htm  
login: agent 
password: columbus 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Schools & Destination Info 

 
Costa Rica 
 
Santo Domingo de Heredia 
 
School Facts: 
Location:   Santo Domingo 
Distance to San José:  3 miles/ 10 – 15 minutes by bus 
Distance to Heredia:  10 – 15 minutes by bus 
Founded:    2005 
Number of classrooms:   15 
Wi-Fi:     Yes 
Kitchen:   Yes 
Garden:    Yes 
Terrace:   Yes 
Outdoor lessons available:  Yes 
 
Description 
Our Spanish school is located in the picturesque town of Santo Domingo, just 3 miles from the 
capital city of San José. The school is surrounded by a tropical garden with palm trees and exotic 
plants, and has 15 bright, spacious classrooms that provide an excellent learning environment. 
 
There are several shops, restaurants and bars within walking distance of the school. The centres of 
San José and Heredia are just 10 to 15 minutes away by bus. The school also provides wireless 
internet free of charge for your laptop. Alternatively, you can also use one of the Internet cafés 
located near the school for a small charge.  
 
Pocket Money 
The pocket money a student spends per week obviously depends on many factors, but we feel an 
amount of 190 USD per week is reasonable in Costa Rica.  
To give you an idea of the prices of some typical items and activities, see below: 
 

Lunch: $5 a $7 Beer (national): $1,25 in the supermarket, 
$2 - $3 in a restaurant 

Normal dinner: 
 

$10 - $14 A cocktail: $5 - $8 

More expensive dinner: 
 

$ 30 - $45 Non-alcoholic beverage: $2 - $4 

Pizza/ hamburger/ 
sandwich: 

$9/ $4/ $3 Coffee/tea: $1,5 - $3 

Cinema: $6 Bus Heredia-San José: $0.85. 
Santo Domingo-San José: 
$0.66 

  

Taxis:  Depends on the distance, first km: $1,2. then it´s $1,- per km during the day and 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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a little bit more during the night 

  

Entry discos & clubs: Around $6. In many discos women don´t pay  cover fee, or they receive  a 
discount on drinks 

 
Business Hours 
Shops:   Monday to Friday  8:00 - 18:00h 
Banks:   Monday to Friday  9:00 - 16:00h 
Post offices:  Monday to Friday  8:00 - 16:00h 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Playa Tamarindo 
 
School Facts: 
Location:   Playa Tamarindo, Guanacaste 
Distance to Liberia:  55 Kilometers / 60 minutes by car 
Founded:    2006 
Number of classrooms:   10 
Wi-Fi:     Yes 
Kitchen:   Yes 
Terrace:   Yes 
Outdoor lessons available:  Yes 
 
Description 
The school in Tamarindo is our partner school and is the only one in Tamarindo that is situated 
right on the beach. It´s also in the heart of Playa Tamarindo, which means that everything in the 
town is literally steps away. The school occupies the second and third floors of a three story thatch 
roofed building. The entire second floor is made up of 8 modern air-conditioned classrooms with 
glass outside walls that let in plenty of natural light. The top floor of the building is utilized for a 
student break area and the residence. 
 
The school provides lockers to all of our students, those staying in the residence as well as those 
staying with host families. We have free high speed wireless internet access for all students. There 
are also showers for students to wash up after a day at the beach and there is 24 hour security on 
site. 
 
The school even has its own on-campus Surf Institute, so students can learn to surf while learning 
Spanish. 
 
Pocket Money 
The pocket money a student spends per week obviously depends on many factors, but we feel an 
amount of 190 USD per week is reasonable in Costa Rica.  
To give you an idea of the prices of some typical items and activities, see below: 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Lunch: $6 a $10 Beer (national): $1,25 in the supermarket, 
$3 in a restaurant 

Normal dinner: 
 

$8 - $12 A cocktail: $5 - $8 

More expensive dinner: 
 

$ 30 - $45 Non-alcoholic beverage: $2 - $4 

Pizza/ hamburger/ 
sandwich: 

$9/ $7/ $6 Coffee/tea: $1,5 - $3 

  Bus Tamarindo-Villarreal $1 
Tamarindo-Santa Rosa 
$1.10 
Tamarindo-San José $7 

  

Taxis:  Depends on the distance, first km: $1,2. then it´s $1,- per km during the day and 
a little bit more during the night 

  

Entry discos & clubs: Around $6. In many discos girls don´t pay entry or get a discount on drinks 

 
Business Hours 
Shops:   Monday to Friday  9:00 - 18:00h 
Banks:   Monday to Friday  9:00 - 16:00h 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Costa Rica 
 
Money 
The official currency in Costa Rica is the Costa Rican Colón (CRC). We recommend that you 
exchange approx. 50 Euros/ 70 USD before your departure for Santo Domingo de Heredia or 
Tamarindo and that you use your debit card on location to withdraw money. All students should 
speak with their bank before embarking on their language tour to clarify the limit for withdrawing 
money abroad. Credit cards are accepted in many restaurants and large stores in Costa Rica. 
 
Climate 
Costa Rica is a tropical country, where the sun shines throughout the year. Although in the 
mountains above 2000 meters you get much cooler temperatures, the average annual 
temperature for most of the country lies between 21.7°C (71°F) and 27°C (81°F). The coolest 
months are from November through January, and the warmest from March through May. The dry 
season lasts from December through May and the rainy season from May to November and 
December. 
Playa Tamarindo, as with other beach towns on the northern Pacific coast, receives the least 
amount of rain in the country. Temperatures range between 72ºF (22ºC) and 92ºF (34ºC) during 
the whole year. Cool winds from northern latitudes can lower the temperature pleasantly along 
the coast. 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Public Holidays 
No classes are held on public holidays. Public holidays may be moved within the same week to 
create a long weekend. The government may add more public holidays later. If 2 public holidays 
fall in the same week, one day will be made up and Individual lessons will always be made up 
(except in Tamarindo). 
 
Santo Domingo de Heredia: 
January 1st, April 3rd, April 6th, May 1st, September 15th, October 12th and December 25th of 
2015. 
 
Playa Tamarindo: 
January 1st, March 27th, April 2nd, April 3rd, May 1st, July 24th, August 14th, September 15th, 
December 10th and December 25th of 2015. 
 
Power Supply 
110 volt alternating current (AC), 60 hertz, standard American plug/outlet 
 
Visa Regulations 
EU, Swiss, Norwegian, US, Canadian, Australian, New Zealand, Japanese and Brazilian citizens: For 
a stay of up to 90 days, people travelling for business or tourism need no visa, but they do need a 
passport valid for at least 6 months, a return or onward journey ticket (dated within the 90 days) 
and adequate cash resources. Upon entry, students will receive an entry stamp that states that 
you are allowed for 90 days in Costa Rica. This visa can be extended for another 90 days if you 
leave Costa Rica for more than 72 hours (e.g. to Panama). 
Please note that our schools are not registered with the Dirección General de Migración y 
Extranjería or recognized by the Ministerio de Educación Pública de Costa Rica (MEP), so that we 
cannot issue invitation letters for student visas. In order to study with us, students have to be on a 
tourist visa.  
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Ecuador 
 
Quito 
 
School Facts: 
Location:     Quito 
Distance to the modern center:  5 minutes by bus or taxi 
Distance to historical center:   25 - 30 minutes by bus 
Founded:     2000 
Number of classrooms:    9 
Wi-Fi:      Yes 
Kitchen:     Yes 
Garden:     Yes 
Terrace:     Yes 
Outdoor lessons available:   Yes 
 
Description 
Our language school in Quito is situated in a quiet, modern, upscale neighborhood of the city. The 
school has 9 brightly lit, spacious classrooms and we are happy to offer our students the 
opportunity to take lessons on the terrace where you can enjoy the sunshine while studying 
Spanish. There is a beautiful view from our roof terrace which overlooks the whole city. 
The school provides tea, coffee and water free of charge. There are numerous shops, restaurants 
and bars within walking distance from our school. 
 
The school provides wireless internet free of charge for students who bring their laptops. Or, you 
can also access the internet in one of the nearby internet cafés for a small charge. 
 
Pocket Money 
The pocket money a student spends per week obviously depends on many factors, but according 
to a questionnaire we have held under our students, the average spent per week is 170 USD.  
To give you an idea of the prices of some typical items and activities, see below: 
 

Lunch: $3 a $5 Beer (national): $1,25 in the supermarket, 
$2 - $3 in a restaurant 

Normal dinner: 
 

$8 - $12 A cocktail: $4 - $7 

More expensive dinner: 
 

$ 35 - $50 Non-alcoholic beverage: $2 - $3 

Pizza/ hamburger/ 
sandwich: 

$2 - $3 Coffee/tea: $1.5 - $3 

Cinema: $6 Bus $0.25 

  

Taxis:  depends on the distance, but from the School area to La Mariscal (area with 
bars, restaurants and clubs) it´s $1.50 during the day and $3 - $4 at night 

  

Entry disco´s & clubs: Normally women don´t pay. Men pay between $5 and $9 

 
  

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Money 
The US dollar has been the official currency of Ecuador since September 2000. We recommend 
that you exchange approx. 50 Euros/ 70 USD before your departure for Ecuador and that you use 
your debit card on location to withdraw money or that you bring traveler‘s checks with you. All 
students should consult their bank before embarking on their language tour to clarify the limit for 
withdrawing money abroad. Credit cards are accepted only rarely in restaurants and shops. It is 
nevertheless a good idea to bring a credit card with you in case of emergencies such as accidents 
or illnesses. 
 
Climate 
Quito has a fairly constant cool climate, with spring-like weather year-round, due to its elevation 
and its proximity to the equator. The average yearly temperature during the day is 19°C (66°F); in 
summer average temperature is 23 °C (73 °F). There are two seasons in Quito: dry and wet. The 
dry season (summer) runs from June through September and the wet season (winter) from 
October through May. Also in winter there are plenty of sunny days. 
 
Business Hours 
Shops:   Monday to Saturday  9:00 - 20:00h 
Banks:   Monday to Friday  9:00 - 17:00h 
Post offices:  Monday to Friday  9:00 - 16:00h 
 
Public Holidays 
No classes are held on public holidays. Public holidays may be moved within the same week to 
create a long weekend. The government may add more public holidays later. If 2 public holidays 
fall in the same week, one day will be made up. Individual lessons will always be made up. 
 
January 1st, January 2nd, February 16th, February 17th, April 3rd, May 1st, May 25th, August 10th, 
October 9th, November 2nd, November 3rd and December 25th of 2015. 
 
Power Supply 
110 volt alternating current (AC), 60 hertz, standard American and 3 pronged plug/outlet 
 
Visa Regulations 
Tourists of any nationality can stay in Ecuador for up to 90 days for tourism or business without 
requiring a visa (except for citizens of Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Bangladesh, China, Eritrea, Kenya, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan and Somalia). Students do need a passport valid for at least 6 months, a 
return flight ticket (dated within the 90 days) and adequate cash resources. When entering the 
country the student will receive an entry stamp which allows him to stay in Ecuador for 90 days. 
If the student wants to stay for up to 180 days, he/she has to request a tourist visa at the 
Ecuadorian Embassy in his/her country. All visa holders must register their visa within the first 30 
days of their stay with the General Direction of Migration at the Ministry of the Interior (the 
address will be provided when entering the country).  
In order to study with us, students have to be on a tourist visa.  
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Mexico 
 
 
Playa del Carmen 
 
School Facts: 
Location:   Caribbean Coast 
Distance to Downtown:  School is in downtown 
Distance to Cancún Airport: 1 Hour distance by car 
Founded:    1997 
Number of classrooms:   14 
Wi-Fi:     Yes 
Kitchen:   Yes 
Garden:    yes 
Terrace:   Yes 
Outdoor lessons available:  Yes 
 
 
Description 
Our Spanish School in Playa del Carmen is located in the heart of downtown, just 8 min. walking 
distance from the beautiful beach. Due to the Center’s location, students are surrounded by a 
number of cafes, supermarket, shops and internet cafes. 
The campus is set in a typical “palapas” (a Spanish word of Mayan origin, meaning "pulpous leaf"). 
These are cabins with thatched roofs. There’s a large main patio with a volleyball court, where 
students get together during the breaks. This construction makes the students feel in a special 
place of the Caribbean. 
 
 
Pocket Money 
The pocket money a student spends per week obviously depends on many factors, but we feel 
that an amount of 190 USD per week is reasonable in Playa del Carmen. To give you an idea of the 
prices of some typical items and activities, see below: 
 
Lunch 8 USD  Beer (national):  1.95 USD  
Normal dinner:  13 USD  Cocktail:  3.50 USD  
A more expensive 
dinner:  

30 USD  Non-alcoholic 
beverage 

1.15 USD  

Pizza/ hamburger/ 
sandwich:  

7 USD and less  Coffee/tea:  2 USD  

Cinema:  4 USD  Bus  0.60 USD  
Taxis:  Begin at 2 USD  
Entry to discos and pubs:  8 USD – 16 USD  
 
 
Climate 
Playa del Carmen enjoys a balmy tropical climate throughout the year. Almost every day in Playa 
will feel like paradise. Nonetheless, there are distinct "seasons" that you should take into account 
as you plan your trip. 
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February - May: The temperatures averaging 25-28 (C), or 79-81 (F). The humidity is low. 

July - August: In the Summer temperatures are high in Playa del Carmen. Rain is more frequent. 
Water temperatures are especially warm, averaging 28-32 (C) 80-84 (F). 

September - October: Playa del Carmen's rainy season with higher humidity 

November - January: the locals call this time of the year "winter”; the rain is less frequent. 

 
 
Business Hours 
Shops:   Monday to Monday 9:00 - 22:00h 
Banks:   Monday to Saturday  9:00 - 16:00h 
Post offices:  Monday to Friday  8:00 - 17:00h 
 
 
 
 
 
Oaxaca 
 
School Facts: 
Location:   South of Mexico 
Distance from Mexico city:         6hrs by bus or 45 minutes by plane 
Founded:    2001 
Number of classrooms:   12 
Wi-Fi:     Yes 
Kitchen:   Yes 
Garden:    Yes 
Terrace:   Yes 
Outdoor lessons available:  Yes 
 
 
Description 
Our Spanish School in Oaxaca is located in the heart of Oaxaca’s Historical Center, two blocks from 
the beautiful Santo Domingo ex-convent and 4 blocks from Oaxaca’s “Zocalo” (downtown square). 
Due to the Center’s location, students are surrounded by a number of cafes, art galleries, 
museums, shops and internet cafes. 
 
The campus is set in a typical colonial building with a large main patio where students get together 
during the breaks. This old style construction with thick colonial walls keeps the classrooms cool 
throughout the year.  
 
 
Pocket Money 
The pocket money a student spends per week obviously depends on many factors, but we feel an 
amount of 160 USD per week is reasonable in Oaxaca. 
To give you an idea of the prices of some typical items and activities, see below: 
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Lunch: $4 a $6 Beer (national): $1,15 in the supermarket, 
$2 - $3 in a restaurant 

Normal dinner: 
 

$6 - $10 A cocktail: $3 - $5 

More expensive dinner: 
 

$ 15 - $25 Non-alcoholic beverage: $2 - $4 

Pizza/ hamburger/ 
sandwich: 

$9/ $4/ $3 Coffee/tea: $1,5 - $2 

Cinema: $4 Bus $0.5 usd 

  

Taxis:  Depends on the distance, in the center $3 USD during the day and a little bit 
more during the night $3-4  

  

Entry discos & clubs: Around $5. In many discos girls don´t pay entry or get a discount on drinks 

 
 
Climate 
The average temperature is 23°C (73 °F) with highs up to the upper 30’s and even 40°C (85-100°F) 
in the months of April and May and lows of 5-12°C (40-55 °F) in the month of January and 
occasionally February, but typically Oaxaca is quite warm and sunny during the day and cool in the 
evenings. Rainy season is from June to October though much depends on the tropical storms that 
come around Mexico during the fall.  
 
 
Business Hours 
Shops:   Monday to Saturday  10:00 - 20:00h 
Banks:   Monday to Friday   9:00 - 16:00h 
Post offices:  Monday to Friday   9:00 - 18:00h 
 
 
 
 
 
Puerto Vallarta 
 
School Facts: 
Location:   Pacific Coast 
Distance to Guadalajara: 335 km 
Distance to México City: 872 km 
Founded:    2006 
Number of classrooms:   8 
Wi-Fi:     Yes 
Kitchen:   Yes 
Garden:    No 
Terrace:   Yes 
Outdoor lessons available:  Yes 
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Description 
Nestled among charming colonial-style buildings and picturesque city streets, our Spanish school 
in Puerto Vallarta is just one block from the Pacific Ocean. It’s right downtown in the swing of 
things near restaurants, cafes, shops and nighttime bars and clubs. 
 
Our school has a large café in a nice open terrace that is used for salsa classes, fiestas and as the 
meeting point for students during the breaks. There is also a conference room for orientation, 
lectures and movie projections. The offices and classrooms are decorated in the same Vallarta 
style as the exterior. 
 
 
Pocket Money 
The pocket money a student spends per week obviously depends on many factors, but we feel 
that an amount of 190 USD per week is reasonable in Puerto Vallarta. To give you an idea of the 
prices of some typical items and activities, see below: 
 
Lunch $8.5  Beer (national):  $2  
Normal dinner:  $12.5  Cocktail:  $3.5  
A more expensive 
dinner:  

$35  Non-alcoholic 
beverage 

$1.5  

Pizza/ hamburger/ 
sandwich:  

$4  Coffee/tea:  $1.5  

Cinema:  $4  Bus  $0.50  
Taxis:  Begin at $4  
Entry to discos and pubs:  
**Prices in US dollars 

$8.5-38  
 

 
 
Climate 
Geographically, the city is in the same latitude as Hawaii, so you can only imagine the kind of 
weather you are in for. Puerto Vallarta revels in warm and welcoming sunshine almost every day 
of the year, enjoying a yearly average temperature of 82ºF (28ºC). Yes, every day is beach day in 
the city! 
August and September are the hottest months, coinciding with the rainy season that starts from 
mid-June to mid-October. This season is characterized by high humidity, high temperatures, and 
passing tropical rains. August is the wettest month, with about 14 days of significant precipitation 
concentrated in rainstorms. Occasional tropical storms bring thunderstorms in November, 
although it is typically dry. February to April are the times with the least cloud cover. 
The variations in humidity and high temperature can make the July to September almost 
intolerable. Puerto Vallarta has average daily high temperature of 86°F (30°C), average daily low 
temperature of 70 °F (21 °C), and average daily humidity of 75%. Temperatures during nighttime 
are comfortable. 
 
 
Business Hours 
Shops:   Monday to Friday  9:00 - 21:00h 
Banks:   Monday to Friday  9:00 - 16:00h 
Post offices:  Monday to Friday  8:00 - 17:00h 
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Guanajuato 
 
School Facts: 
Location:   Northwest of Mexico 
Distance from Mexico city: 5hrs by bus or 50 minutes by plane 
Founded:    2003 
Number of classrooms:   15 
Wi-Fi:     Yes 
Kitchen:   Yes 
Garden:    No 
Terrace:   Yes 
Outdoor lessons available:  Yes 
 
 
Description 
The campus in Guanajuato is located a few minutes walking from downtown Guanajuato in a 
typical house of the late nineteenth century. Our brightly colored school building easily 
accommodates 110 students in its 15 comfortable classrooms. There is also an open-air terrace 
where students can take breaks and meet with other students after classes, an inside courtyard, a 
multimedia classroom with free internet access, a teachers' lounge and a student office. The 
building is colorfully set and in every corner of the school there is a space to rest and to practice 
Spanish.  
 
 
Pocket Money 
The pocket money a student spends per week obviously depends on many factors, but we feel an 
amount of 170-180 USD per week is reasonable in Guanajuato 
To give you an idea of the prices of some typical items and activities, see below: 
 

Lunch: $6 a $8 Beer (national): $1,15 in the supermarket, 
$3 - $4 in a restaurant 

Normal dinner: 
 

$10 - $15 A cocktail: $5 - $6 

More expensive dinner: 
 

$ 15 - $25 Non-alcoholic beverage: $3 - $4 

Pizza/ hamburger/ 
sandwich: 

$9/ $4/ $3 Coffee/tea: $1,5 - $2 

Cinema: $4 Bus $0.5 USD 

  

Taxis:  Depends on the distance, in the center $3 USD during the day and a little bit 
more during the night $3-4  

  

Entry discos & clubs: Around $6. In many discos girls don´t pay entry or get a discount on drinks 

 
 
 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3


Academia Columbus -  Soléxico – Agent Manual 2015 
 

  
Page 29 

 
  

Climate in Guanajuato City 
There are two types of climates, semi in the south and southeast regions, and mild and humid in 
the remaining areas of the municipality. It reaches a maximum temperature of 97ºF (36ºC) in 
summer and a minimum of 37ºF (3ºC) in winter. The average annual temperature is 66ºF (18.5ºC). 
The rainiest month is July and the driest is March. 
 
 
Business Hours 
Shops:   Monday to Saturday  10:00 - 21:00h 
Banks:   Monday to Friday   9:00 - 16:00h 
Post offices:  Monday to Friday   9:00 - 15:00h 
 
 
 
General Info Mexico 
 
Money 
The Mexican currency is the Mexican Peso (MEX$, MXP). We recommend that you exchange 
approx. 50 Euros/ 70 USD before your departure for Mexico and to take an ATM card and credit 
card with you in order to withdraw money or pay directly by card. Throughout the country you 
often can pay for tours, hotel rooms and park fees with USD. Small amounts only can be paid with 
“Pesos”. Credit cards are accepted in many restaurants and large stores in Mexico. We do not 
recommend bringing checks, because not all banks convert them and you might have problems 
finding one who does. Please seek early advice from your bank. In emergencies, rapid money 
transfers by Western Union are made. 

 
Public Holidays 
No classes are held on public holidays. Public holidays may be moved within the same week to 
create a long weekend. The government may add more public holidays later. If 2 public holidays 
fall in the same week, one day will be made up. Individual lessons will always be made up. 
 
January 1st, Feb 5th, Mar 16th, April 3rd, May 1st, Sep 16th, Nov 2nd, Nov 16th and December 
25th of 2015. 
 
Power Supply 
Electricity in Mexico is 110 Volts. If you travel to Mexico with a device that does not accept 110 
Volts will need a voltage converter, which you can buy in most department stores. (American plug) 

 
Visa Regulations 
EU, US, Canadian and Japanese citizens: For a stay of up to 180 days, people traveling for business 
or tourism do not need no visa, but they do need a passport valid for at least 6 months and 
adequate cash resources for their stay (to be proven on request with an international credit card, 
traveler’s checks , etc.). Furthermore, you will need a tourist card (called “FMT”), which you will 
receive on the plane and at the border crossing-point. Upon entry, you will receive an entry stamp 
that states that you are allowed for 180 days in Mexico. Please make sure that your permission is 
still valid upon departure from the country, in order to avoid problems with the Mexican 
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authorities. The copy of the tourist card that the traveler is keeping needs to be presented again 
upon departure.  

Non-US citizens with stopover in the USA: If you are traveling to Mexico via the US, please note 
that since 2009, everybody who is entering the USA with the Visa-Waiver-Program has to register 
online at ESTA at least 72 hours before departure (payable by credit card). The registration form 
has to be filled out at https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov. The registration is obligatory, also for transit 
passengers! 

All data is without engagement and modalities can change. Please contact the Mexican embassy in your country for 
engaging information. 
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Accommodation 

 
Host Family 
Staying in a host family is the ideal opportunity to practice Spanish and experience the local way of 
life. Our carefully selected host families have been welcoming students from all over the world for 
many years. You will receive a warm welcome, and offer the perfect opportunity for the student to 
use and improve his Spanish skills on a daily basis. 
 
All our host families are carefully selected and meet the following requirements: 
 
 Friendly, open and supportive 
 (Upper) middle class families 
 Single room 
 Double room (only if booked together) 
 Some families offer ensuite bathrooms for students, no extra fee. 
 Laundry service is provided, except in Mexico. There laundry can be done in one of the 

many launderettes  for a small charge (+/- 60 eurocents and 75 dollar cents) 
 Breakfast, Half board and/or Full board 

HB in CR and MEX consists of breakfast and dinner (in Puerto Vallarta it can be lunch or 
dinner depending on the family, in Oaxaca a large lunch at around 2:30pm) and in EC of 
breakfast and lunch 

 Walking distance to the school always within 30 minutes walking distance 
In Tamarindo all host families live 5 to 7 kilometers away. School provides morning and 
evening shuttle service for students staying with host families. Pick up in the morning is at 
7:15 and 7:30am and drop off is at 6:15pm 
Average per destination: 

o Costa Rica - Santo Domingo de Heredia: 15-20 min walk 
o Costa Rica - Tamarindo:   10 min bus ride or taxi 
o Ecuador- Quito:    7 min walk 
o Mexico - Playa del Carmen:   15 min walk 
o Mexico - Oaxaca:     15 min walk 
o Mexico - Puerto Vallarta:    15 min walk 
o Mexico - Guanajuato:     15 min walk 

 Bed linen is provided, but students should bring their own towels 
 
 
 
 
Shared Apartment 
Each one has two or more bedrooms, a living room with TV and an adjacent kitchen, and one or 
more bathrooms. The kitchen is fully equipped. They are cleaned and the bedding is changed once 
per week, but students should bring their own towels. Wireless internet access is available free of 
charge. All apartments are within walking distance. Students have to pay a deposit of 80 USD. It 
can be paid in USD, EUR or the local currency (80 USD, 80 EUR, 40.000 colones in Costa Rica or 
1.200 Mex$ in Mexico). 
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 Single or double room 
 Wi-Fi free of charge 
 Self-catering 
 Washing machine present (except in Mexico and in Quito) 
 Walking distance to the school always within 30 minutes, but mostly much closer: 

Average per destination: 
o Costa Rica - Santo Domingo de Heredia: 20-25 min walk 
o Ecuador- Quito:    2-15 min walk 
o Mexico - Playa del Carmen:   2-20 min walk 
o Mexico - Oaxaca:    2-20 min walk 
o Mexico - Puerto Vallarta:   15 min walk 
o Mexico - Guanajuato:    25 min walk 

 Air-conditioning in Playa del Carmen 
 
 
 
Residence 
This type of accommodation is offered in Playa del Carmen and Oaxaca in Mexico and in 
Tamarindo, Costa Rica.  
 
Mexico: 
 Single rooms 
 Double rooms (only for 2 people travelling together) 
 All rooms with private bathroom 
 Wi-Fi free of charge  
 Self-catering or breakfast optional 
 Air-conditioning (Playa del Carmen only) 
 Use of the main living areas and kitchen 

 
 
Description Playa del Carmen: 
The former Academia Columbus building is being transformed to a premium residence as we 
speak. It´s a typical Mexican Hacienda style house, with a beautiful patio. There are 12 rooms all 
with A/C and private bathroom. Located right in the center of town and only a 2 minute walk from 
our school and a 8 minute walk to the beach and Fifth avenue. There will be a nice kitchen area 
which everyone can use and there will also be a shared sitting room and dining area, where 
students can meet and hang out. There is WiFi available. 
 
Until our new residence is ready we will be using our actual Solexico Residence: 
Residence Ejido: 
The Residence is a beautiful Mexican Caribbean style house, with 10 big rooms all with A/C and 
private bathroom. Located in a very quiet area and only a 15 minute walk from Academia 
Columbus- Soléxico and a 20 minute walk to the beach and the Fifth avenue. This Residence has a 
nice big Mexican kitchen which everyone can use and a comfortable sitting room and dining area, 
where students can meet, read, eat meals and watch DVD’s together. The friendly staff serve a 
buffet style breakfast on the terrace daily. The lush tropical garden has a pool and BBQ area. WiFi 
connection is available to help you keep in touch. 
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Description Oaxaca: 
The Oaxaca Residence is located just 10 minutes walking from our campus in a quaint, modern-
Colonial house. There are 10 double rooms with private baths. Each room has a desk where 
students can do their homework or read, and there is wireless Internet available for those who 
bring laptops. The rooms are surrounded by large patios and a rooftop terrace, which have been 
adapted as areas for sunbathing or lounging; a living area where students can watch TV or movies; 
and a dining area for the buffet style, continental breakfast included. Students are also welcome to 
use the kitchen to prepare other meals or to save and warm up leftovers. 
 
 
Costa Rica: 
 Shared room (maximum of 4 students per room) 
 Shared bathroom 
 Wi-Fi free of charge  
 Self-catering 
 Air-conditioning 
 Use of the main living areas and kitchen 

 
 
Description Tamarindo: 
The top floor of the school building is currently our Student Residence. Here students have a nice 
open living area and kitchen with a/c and a balcony overlooking the ocean. The Residence is a 
shared accommodation only option, there are no private rooms. Students also share the bathroom 
facilities. There is a large kitchen, an indoor living area and an outdoor beach facing patio. There is 
a maximum of 4 students per room. There is air conditioning, cable TV, High Speed Wireless 
Internet (bring your laptop) and lockers for each student. The residence option can best be 
described as basic but comfortable. We would say it is akin to a nice hostel or college dorm. The 
kitchen is fully equipped. They are cleaned and the towels and bedding is changed twice per week. 
Wireless internet access is available free of charge.  
The residence option is very popular choice, because of its central beach front location and it´s 
rather inexpensive compared to other beachfront accommodation. 
Important Note: Space is limited, so it is important for students to register early in order to secure a 
space in this option! You must check availability before booking a student into this option. 
 
 
Conditions 
 
Accommodation Confirmation 
We confirm the address of students’ accommodation 3 weeks before the language tour begins. 
Detailed information on host family or apartment will be included along with the address. 
 
Arrival and Departure 
Day of arrival: Sunday 
Day of departure: Saturday 
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Accommodation is booked from the Sunday afternoon before the course until the Saturday 

morning after the course. Extra nights are can be requested for an extra fee.  

 Extra nights for arrivals/departures during the weekend are usually no problem to confirm 

in advance.  

 Please confirm availability with our office if the student wants to arrive/depart on a 

weekday. Those extra nights can usually only be booked in host families, and are 

dependent on availability.  Arrivals/departures on a weekday for accommodation in a 

shared apartment can only be confirmed approx. one week before arrival/departure. 

 Nonetheless, the booking of a complete extra week (during an internship for example) can 

be confirmed right away. 

As there is no reception at the shared accommodations or the host families’ houses, we always 

have to know in advanced the arrival time of the students so that we can assure someone is there 

to welcome them. 

If the students arrive by plane and have booked a transfer, they will be brought directly to their 

accommodation. If they have not booked a transfer, they are asked to proceed to their 

accommodation right away, even if their arrival is earlier than the check-in time. 

Expected arrival time at the accommodation of students without transfer service: 

         Costa Rica, Santo Domingo de Heredia: 2 hours after the official arrival time of the flight 

         Ecuador, Quito: about 2 ½ - 3 hours after the official arrival time of the flight 

         Mexico, Playa del Carmen: 2 1/2 hours after the official arrival time of the flight 

         Mexico, Oaxaca: 1 to 1 1/2 hours after the official arrival time of the flight 

         Mexico, Guanajuato: 2 1/2 hours after the official arrival time of the light 

         Mexico, Puerto Vallarta: 1 - 1½ hours after the official arrival time of the flight 

We know that it will take them that much time to get to the accommodation (due to immigration 

checks, customs, bus schedules and such). Should they arrive earlier, they might have to wait a 

few minutes. Should they arrive later, they are asked to call the emergency number to let us know. 

Students who are already in the country and are not arriving from the airport should let us know 

at what time they will be at the accommodation. 17:00h is usually a good time for this. 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Activities & Excursions 

 
As an important part of our philosophy ´Living and Learning Spanish´ we offer an extensive social 
and cultural program in all our schools, which helps students to learn more about the culture and 
country where they are studying. It is also a good opportunity to get to know their fellow students 
better and make new friends. Besides the fact that our activity program will provide them with an 
excellent insight into the diversity of Latin American culture, it will also allow them to 
contextualize what they learned in the classroom. 
 
 
Activities 
 
Our activities are included in the course price and take place at least three times a week. The 
following are some of the activities that we offer on a regular basis: 
 
 Orientation Tour 

 
 Dancing Lessons 

 
 Cooking Lessons 

 
 Lectures 

 
 Drama Class 

 
 Fiesta 

 
 Movie Night 

 
 
 
Excursions 
 
In addition to our cultural program, all our schools offer the possibility to participate in exciting 
excursions to interesting destinations. Most excursions take place on weekends and can be 
booked directly at school on a pay-as-you-go basis. See for more details and an indication of prices 
the table on the next page. 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3


Academia Columbus -  Soléxico – Agent Manual 2015 
 

  
Page 36 

 
  

 
 

 Provider Excursions: 

 
 
 

Costa Rica 
 
 
 

 

In Costa Rica we work with an 
external provider that has many 
years of experience offering 
excursions throughout the whole 
country of Costa Rica. This way we 
can offer our students a complete 
range of excursions. Students can 
be mixed with ´normal tourists´, 
but as we have been working with 
them for quite some time now, 
they do adapt their excursions to 
language students (speaking 
mostly Spanish, etc.) 

Santo Domingo de Heredia 
 The Best of the Pacific ( Playa Blanca, Punta Leona) Only 

Saturdays: 125 USD 
 Ziplining: 65-110 USD 
 Arenal Volcano: 120-140 USD 
 Tortuguero National Park: 90-100 USD 
 Poas Volcano/Doka /Grecia/Sarchi: 70-80 USD 
 Combo Tour (Doka-Poas-Waterfalls): 95-110 USD 

 Rafting: 75-110 USD 

 Manuel Antonio National Park: 90-105 USD 

 Corcovado National Park: prices on request 

 Monteverde National Park: 160-195 USD 

 Caribbean Coast: prices on request 

 Montezuma: prices on request 
 Tortuga Island Cruise 105-115 USD 

 

Tamarindo  
 Gourmet Sunset Sail: 100 USD 
 Rincon de la Vieja: 140 USD (Only Wed & Sun) 
 Palo Verde Wildlife Tour: 130 USD 
 Arenal Volcano: TBC USD 

 Rafting: TBC USD 

 Monteverde National Park: TBC USD 

 Nicaragua: prices on request 
 All Day Adventure Pass 150 USD 

 
 
 
 
Ecuador 
- 
Quito 
 

 
 
In Ecuador we work with an 
external provider that has many 
years of experience offering 
excursions throughout the whole 
country. This way we can offer our 
students a complete range of 
excursions. 

 Otavalo (indigenous market): 40-50 USD 

 Mitad del Mundo (Equator and Inca sites): 20-30 USD 

 Papallacta (thermal hot springs in the Andes): 40-50 
USD 

 Saquisilí (indigenous market): 30-40 USD 

 Cotopaxi (national park): 40-50 USD 

 Pichincha (volcano): 70-75 USD 
 Mindo (tiny village in the cloud forest with 7 

waterfalls): 65-70 USD. 
 Cuyabeno ( jungle reserve): 3 days/2 nights: 

190-200 USD - 4 days/ 3 nights: 230-240 USD 
 Quito by night (1 evening) : 15-20 USD 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3
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Mexico 
- 
Playa del 
Carmen 

Mauricio Gonzalez has his own 
travel agency specialized in 
offering excursions in Mexico to 
language students. We have been 
working with him for more than 8 
years and are very happy with his 
passionate way of sharing his 
country´s culture and history. Our 
students can be joined by students 
from other schools, which 
guarantees a nice, international 
group at all times. 

 Diving: on request 
 Sian´´Kaan: 105 USD 
 Cobá Sac BE (Mayan site in the jungle): 75 USD 
 Chichén-Itzá , Cenote and Valladolid (Mayan sites): 75 USD 
 The Hidden Paradise – 3 Days Tour (USD 245) 
 Chiapas: Discover the Rainforest – 4 Days Tour (only in 

long weekends) 
 Go Yucatan Adventure – 3 Days Tour: 249 USD 
 Whale Shark Isla Mujeres – 160 USD 
 Holbox Island – 1 day excursion (dolphins observations, 

snorkel and fishing): 125USD 
 Holbox Island- Whale Shark Day Tour: 190 USD 
 Holbox Island- 2 Days Tour (dolphins observations, snorkel 

and fishing): 198 USD 
 Ria Maya & Ek Balam: 105 USD 

 
Mexico 
- 
Oaxaca 

In Oaxaca we work with an 
external provider that has many 
years of experience offering 
excursions throughout the whole 
country of Mexico. This way we 
can offer our students a complete 
range of excursions. Students can 
be mixed with ´normal tourists´, 
but as we have been working with 
them for quite some time now, 
they do adapt their excursions to 
language students (speaking 
mostly Spanish, etc.) 

 Montealban. $18usd  10:00am – 13:00hrs 
 Tule, Teotitlan and Mitla. $18usd 10:00 – 14:0hrs 
 San Bartolo Coyotepec, San Martin Tilcajete, and Ocotlan 

market. (Only on Friday) 10:00 – 15:00hrs 
$18usd 

 Montealban, Arrazola, Cuilapam and San Bartolo 
Coyotepec. 10:00 – 18:30hrs  $ 25usd 

 Tule, Teotitlan del Valle, Mezcal Factory, Mitla and Hierve 
el agua. 10:00 - 18:30hrs $25usd 

 Bike tour: 
Transportation from Oaxaca to Tule and bike rental. Bike 
tour in tule,Tlacochahuaya, Dainzu and Teotitlan del Valle. 
8:30am to 5:00pm $100usd per person. (lunch is included) 

 
Mexico 
- 
Puerto 
Vallarta 

In Puerto Vallarta we work with 
external providers that have many 
years of experience offering 
excursions in the city. This way we 
can offer our students a complete 
range of excursions. Students can 
be mixed with ´normal tourists´, 
and some other with Soléxico´s 
students only. 

 Canopy (USD 65-98) 
 Diving (USD 150 and up) 
 Boat trips (USD80-110) 
 City tour (USD 45-70) 
 San Sebastian (Old colonial town) USD 75 
 Guadalajara (overnight trip) USD 250 
 Swimming with dolphins (USD 139-250) 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3


Academia Columbus -  Soléxico – Agent Manual 2015 
 

  
Page 38 

 
  

Mexico 
- 
Guanajuato 

In Guanajuato we work with an 
external provider that has many 
years of experience offering 
excursions throughout the whole 
country of Mexico. This way we 
can offer our students a complete 
range of excursions. Students can 
be mixed with ´normal tourists´, 
but as we have been working with 
them for quite some time now, 
they do adapt their excursions to 
language students (speaking 
mostly Spanish, etc.) 

 Guanajuato, patrimonio Cultural de la Humanidad” (90.00 
MX). $7usd  10:30am – 16:00hrs 
 

 “Santuario y monumento a Cristo Rey” (100.00MX) $8usd 
16:30 – 19:30hrs 

 
 “Ruta de la Independencia”-Dolores Hidalgo & San Miguel 

de Allende, (200.00 MX) $15.50 USD 10:30am – 19:00hrs 
 

 
Prices are subject to change. They depend on which exact excursion is chosen as there are various 
possibilities (half day, full day, overnight, etc.) and are an indication of the actual price. 
 

For detailed descriptions of these and more excursions, please see the Appendix II on page 53. 

 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Request Promotional Materials 

 
For promotional materials such as photos, PDF brochures, PDF Agent Manual, etc., please go to 
the Agent Zone of our website, as described on page 2. 
 
If you want to order anything else, please fill out the form below and send it to us by: 
Fax: +49 221 29 94 80 31 
E-mail: info@academia-columbus.com 
 
 

 
Promotional Materials Request Form 
 
Name Agency   ______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person   ______________________________________________________ 
 
Street    ______________________________________________________ 
 
ZIP code   ______________________________________________________ 
 
City    ______________________________________________________  
 
Tel    ______________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail    ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
I request the following materials: 


Brochures 
  German  5  10 15  20  25  30 50 

     English   5  10  15  20  25  30  50 
(Please circle the quantity required per language) 
 

Price Lists 
  German  5  10 15  20  25  30 50 

     English   5  10  15  20  25  30  50 
(Please circle the quantity required per language) 



 CD with promotional materials 
      (photos, PDF brochure, prices, etc.)  



 Other Information (please specify) 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Appendix I 

Courses in an overview 

Please note: The schedules stated below are valid for all schools, except our partner school in Tamarindo, 
Costa Rica. There, classes are usually held from 08:00 – 12:00 or in the afternoon from 13:00 – 17:00 if the 
students book 4 lessons/day, and additionally from 13:00 – 15:00 if students book 6 lessons/day. The 
schedule is subject to changes.  

Intensive Course 

Nº of Lessons: 20 per week 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday - Friday 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica 
 Ecuador 
 Mexico 
 

Content: Students will develop and 
improve all language skills 
(writing, reading, listening and 
speaking). Besides the language, 
they will also learn more about 
the culture of Latin America and 
the specific country where they 
are studying. 
 

 Starting dates: Every Monday of the 
year 

Levels: All levels from beginner to 
proficiency 

 Max. class size: 6 (8 in peak season) 

 
Time Table: 

 
09:00 – 13:00 with 20 minutes 
break, in peak season also in the 
afternoon from 14:00 to 18:00 

 Average class size: 
 
Min. age: 

3 
 
16 years 

 

Part Time Course 

Nº of Lessons: 15 per week 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Mexico 

Content: Students will develop and 
improve all language skills 
(writing, reading, listening and 
speaking). Besides the language, 
they will also learn more about 
the culture of Latin America and 
the specific country where they 
are studying. 
 

 Starting dates: Every Monday of the 
year 

Levels: All levels from beginner to 
proficiency 

 Max. class size: 6 (8 in peak season) 

 
Time Table: 

 
09:00 – 11:55 with 10 minutes 
break, in peak season also in the 
afternoon from 14:00 to 16:55  

 Average class size: 
 
Min. age: 

3 
 
16 years 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Super Intensive Course 
Nº of Lessons: 30 per week 

(of 55 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica 
 Ecuador 
 Mexico 
 

Content: 20 lessons of general Spanish as 
described in the Intensive 
Course. 10 lessons of Spanish 
with extra focus on 
conversation, writing and 
revision of difficulties. Besides 
the language, students will also 
learn more about the culture of 
Latin America and the specific 
country where they are 
studying. 
 

 Starting dates: Every Monday of the 
year 

Levels: All levels from beginner to 
proficiency 

 Max. class size: 6 (8 in peak season) 

 
Time Table: 

 
09:00 –15:30 with 60 minutes 
break  

 Average class size: 
 
Min. age: 

3 
 
16 years 

 

Intensive Plus 

Nº of Lessons: 20 + 10 per week 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday - Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica  
 Ecuador  
 Mexico  

Content: 20 lessons of general Spanish as 
described in the Intensive 
Course. 10 lessons of individual 
lessons to address personal 
interests or difficulties in the 
language. Besides the language, 
students will also learn more 
about the culture of Latin 
America and the specific country 
where they are studying. 
 

 Starting dates: Every Monday of the 
year 

Levels: All levels from beginner to 
proficiency 
 

 Max. class size: 6 (8 in peak season)  
& 1 

Time Table: 09:00 –15:30 with 60 minutes 
break 

 Average class size: 
 
Min. age: 

3 & 1 
 
16 years 

 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Individual Spanish Course 

Nº of Lessons: 15, 20 or 30 individual lessons 
per week of 55 minutes or as 
Intensive Plus 
Monday – Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica 
 Ecuador 
 Mexico 

Content: In our individual classes, the 
content of the course as well as 
the tempo is personalized 
according to the customer‘s 
needs and wishes. Therefore 
students are afforded the 
maximum amount of flexibility 
and individual support. 
 

 Starting dates: Every Monday of the 
year 

Levels: All levels from beginner to 
proficiency 
 

 Max. class size: 1 

Time Table: 09:00 – 11:55, 09:00 – 13:00 or 
09:00 – 15:30, in peak season 
also in the afternoon 

 Average class size: 
 
Min. age: 

1 
 
16 years 

 
 

Executive & Professional Spanish Course 

Nº of Lessons: 20 + 15 per week or as 
Individual Spanish Course 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica (Santo 
Domingo de Heredia) 

 Ecuador 
 Mexico 
 

Content: 20 lessons of general Spanish as 
described in the Intensive 
Course. 15 individual classes in 
the afternoon to prepare 
students for the special 
requirements of professional 
life. Field-specific vocabulary, 
precise formulation and fluency 
in speech are the main goals of 
these courses.  
 

 Starting dates: Every Monday of the 
year 

Levels: All levels from beginner to 
proficiency 
 

 Max. class size: 6 (8 in peak season)  
& 1 

Time Table: 09:00 –16:55 with 90 minutes 
break  

 Average class size: 
 
Min. age: 

3 & 1 
 
16 years 

 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Spanish for 50+ 

Nº of Lessons: 15 per week + 5 activities 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica (Santo 
Domingo de Heredia) 

 Ecuador 
 Mexico (Playa del 

Carmen) 
 

Content: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activities: 
 

Generally designed for students 
of 50 years or older who want to 
learn and improve Spanish in a 
relaxed environment with other 
students of a similar age. The 
program is ideal for mature 
adults who feel more 
comfortable to study in a class 
with other students of a similar 
age.  
 
Will help the students immerse 
themselves in the culture. Can 
include salsa classes, cooking 
classes, movies, cultural lessons, 
crafts, Latin American songs, a 
social hour over coffee and 
organized visits and excursions.  
 

 Starting dates: 
 
 
Duration: 
 
Max. class size: 
 
Average class size: 
 
Min. class size: 
 
Min. age: 

Every Monday of the 
year 
 
2 weeks 
 
6 
 
3 
 
3 
 
~ 50 years  
It’s no problem if 
students are a few years 
younger than 50, but 
would still like to join 
this program. 

Time Table: 09:00 –11:55 with 10 minutes 
break + activities in the 
afternoon 

 Levels: All levels from beginner 
to proficiency 
 

Please note: If there are less than 3 students in one level for the group classes, the student will join the 
normal Part Time Course for the Spanish Classes. The activities will be organized even if there is only 1 
student enrolled for this course.  

 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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Spanish for Spanish Teachers 

Nº of Lessons: 20 per week  
group or individual classes 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday – Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica (Santo 
Domingo de Heredia) 

 Ecuador 
 Mexico (Playa del 

Carmen and 
Guanajuato) 
 

Content: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Designed for non-native Spanish 
teachers who would like to 
improve or update their Spanish 
skills and learn about the most 
effective approaches to teaching 
the Spanish language. Students 
will learn about common and 
difficult grammar issues and 
how to present them in the 
classroom. As immersion in the 
culture is an essential element 
of language instruction, 
students will benefit from living 
and learning the language in a 
Spanish-speaking country.  
 

 Starting dates: 
 
 
 
 
Duration: 
 
Max. class size: 
 
Average class size: 
 
Min. class size: 
 
Min. age: 

6th & 20th of July (group 
program); every Monday 
except in July (individual 
program) 
 
2 weeks 
 
6 
 
3 for group program 
 
3 
 
n/a; requirement: 
Spanish Teacher 

Time Table: 09:00 – 13:00 with 20 minutes 
break, in peak season also in the 
afternoon from 14:00 to 18:00 

 Levels: Minimum B2 
 

 
Please note: If there are less than 3 students in one level for the group program, the number of group lessons 
per week will be changed into a Private program. In this case, class hours will be reduced to 60%. 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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DELE Preparation Course 

Nº of 
Lessons: 

20 per week 
group or individual classes 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday - Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica (Santo Domingo de 
Heredia) 

 Ecuador 
 Mexico (Playa del Carmen & 

Guanajuato) 
 

Content: 4 weeks of 20 group or individual lessons to 
prepare specifically for the DELE exam. We 
prepare for all Diploma’s (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1 and 
C2). To enroll in a DELE course, students must 
have at least the same level of Spanish they wish 
to take the exam in. If a student does not meet 
the required entry level, he/she can of course 
enroll in our general Intensive or Super Intensive 
courses for a longer period of time to get to the 
required level to be able to prepare for the 
exam.  
 

 Duration: 
 
Max. class size: 
 
Average class 
size: 
 
Min. class size: 
 
Min. age: 

4 weeks 
 
6 or 1 
 
3 or 1 
 
 
3 for group program 
 
16 years 

Starting 
dates: 
 
 
 
Official 
Exam 
dates: 

27th of April; 26th of October. Individual program 
every Monday. There's also the possibility to 
prepare for the DELE exam in individual lessons 
any time of the year.  
 
17th of April (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1); 22nd of May (A1, 
A2, B1, B2, C1, C2); 17th of July (A2, B1, B2, C1), 
16th of October (A2, B1, B2), 21st of November 
(A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2). 
 

 Exam Fees: The price for the DELE 
preparation course does not 
include exam fees to be paid to 
the Instituto Cervantes. The price 
of the exam depends on the level 
and the country in which you 
register to take the DELE exam, 
but will be something between 
$85,- and $170,- (American 
Dollars). 
 

Levels: The entry requirements are as follows: 

Exam:  Entry requirement: 

DELE exam A1  A1 

DELE exam A2  A2 

DELE exam B1  B1 

DELE exam B2 B2 

DELE exam C1 C1 

DELE exam C2 C2 

 
 

 Registration: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time Table: 

To formally register for the exam, 
please send us a copy of the 
student’s passport, personal 
details, permanent address and 
full payment at least 10 weeks 
prior to the exam date. 
 
09:00 – 13:00 with 20 minutes 
break, in peak season also in the 
afternoon from 14:00 to 18:00 

We will enroll the student if we receive all details and payment at least 10 weeks prior to the exam date, or 
we will help the student with his/her enrollment, but it´s the responsibility of the student to meet the 
deadline. 
Please note: If there are less than 3 students in one level for the group program, the number of group lessons 
per week will be changed into a Private program. In this case, class hours will be reduced to 60%. 
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 Spanish and Internships & Volunteering 

 

Details & requirements Internships Volunteering 

Minimum age: 18 years 18 years 

Required level of Spanish: B1-B2 
B1-B2 

(Some projects are also possible 
with a lower level of Spanish) 

Minimum duration language 
course with Academia Columbus- 
Soléxico: 

4 weeks 
(Absolute beginners should book 

a course with a minimum 
duration of 8-12 weeks) 

4 weeks 
(Absolute beginners should book 

a course with a minimum 
duration of 8-12 weeks) 

Minimum duration internship or 
volunteering project: 

8 weeks 
12 weeks (in some areas) 

2 weeks 

Destinations: All destinations All destinations 

 
Conditions 
Placement depends on various factors, such as availability, students´ level of Spanish, CV, 
experience in the relevant subject area and wishes. We cannot guarantee a placement in the area 
of choice of the students, but we will do everything we can to find the right internship.  
 
Applying for an internship or volunteering project does not legally entitle the student to an 
internship/volunteering place. Should we be unable to offer a project, we will reimburse the full 
amount. If the student does not take up the internship opportunity offered by us, in his field, no 
reimbursement will be made. 
 
As soon as we start looking for an internship, the cancellation fee for the internship is 100% (net 
price). The course and accommodation, if booked via us, can still be cancelled with the general 
conditions. 
 
Applying for and Arranging the Internship/ Volunteering project 
In order for us to successfully arrange for an internship or volunteering project, please send us a 
cover letter that details the students desired job/ project, the preferred timeline, and reasons for 
wanting to take part in an internship or volunteering project. We will also need a resume in 
Spanish that includes a specification of the student´s Spanish language skills. (If the student is a 
beginner, the resume and cover letter are also accepted in English.) As soon as we have received 
the application materials, we will then contact our cooperation partners abroad so that we can 
submit a concrete proposal regarding the desired internship/ volunteering project as soon as 
possible. 
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Overview Application Process 
1. Apply with cover letter and resume in Spanish (or English in case of beginner level) 
2. We contact our partner organizations and companies 
3. We confirm further details about the internship placement or volunteering project 
4. Begin language course (min. 4 weeks) 
5. Begin internship or volunteering project (min. 8 weeks or 2 weeks respectively) 
 
 
Overview of possibilities per destination 
Please contact our office for more possibilities and special requests, as we are continuously 
expanding, updating and improving our offer of internship placements and volunteering projects. 
Availability may be dependent on the time of the year.  
 
San José/Heredia - Costa Rica 
Social 

 Volunteer work in a kindergarden  
 Volunteer work in a home for disadvantaged senior citizens 

Education 
 Teaching English or physical education to school children 
 Assistant teacher in a primary school  

Ecology 
 Volunteer work in a national park (e.g. environmental protection, reforestation, “save & 

protect” animals). Here the minimum period is 2 weeks and a basic Spanish knowledge is 
mostly sufficient.  

Tourism 
 Hotel 

Others 
 Internship at a public library. Tasks are cataloguing of books and customer service.  

 
Quito - Ecuador 
Social sector 

 Working with street kids (projects in different areas: general supervision in "open houses", 
psychological help, medical help, etc.) 

 Work with pre-school children 
 Coordinate and manage groups of volunteers 
 Fundraising 

Education 
 Teach English, musical training, art, sexual education or help children with their homework 

Ecology 
 Environmental projects with Jatun Sacha in different reserves national parks (e.g. 

environmental protection, reforestation, improvement of infrastructure, “save & protect” 
animals) 

Medicine 
 Internship in a hospital or clinic 
 Clinical Shadowing with the doctors of the Red Cross 

Tourism 
 Hostel 
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Administration 
 Accounting 

 
Playa del Carmen - Mexico 
Ecology & Animals 

 Environmental projects with Flora & Fauna 
 Animal park (Handling, nutrition and training of animals) 

Medicine 
 Clinical Shadowing with the doctors of the Red Cross 

Tourism 
 Hotel (Reception, customer service) 
 Diving school (Reception, planning and organization of tours)  

 
Oaxaca - Mexico 
Social sector 

 Working with children in an orphanage 
 Working in a center for handicapped children 

Animals 
 Animal home (take care of animals, maintenance)  

Medicine 
 Volunteering at the Red Cross 

Tourism 
 Travel agency (customer service, administration) 
 Hotel (customer service, administration) 

Journalism 
 Editing, redacting or photographing for a local newspaper 

 
Puerto Vallarta - Mexico 
Social sector 

 Working with disadvantaged babies and children in a non-profit shelter 
 Working at a day care center 
 Working at a senior home 

Medicine 
 Volunteering at the Red Cross 

Animals 
 Animal home (take care of with dogs, maintenance)  

 

Guanajuato - Mexico 
Social sector 

 Domestic violence shelter for women and children (help in psychotherapy sessions, 
campaigns, workshops) 

 Working in a home for disadvantaged senior citizens 
 Working with disadvantaged children in a non-profit shelter 

Education 
 Sexual health education (workshops, socio economic studies, prevention campaigns, 

fundraising) 
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 University of Guanajuato (prepare didactic material for language lessons, create sport 
activities)  

 Assisting English teachers in a local secondary school (13-15 year-olds) 
 Giving talks about how to responsibly take care of animals, assistance in sterilization 

campaigns 
Medicine 

 Nursing or administrative work at medical center 
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Teen & Junior Program 

Nº of 
Lessons: 

20 per week 
group classes + activities 
(of 55 minutes) 
Monday - Friday 
 

 Destinations:  Costa Rica (Santo Domingo de 
Heredia) 

 Mexico (Playa del Carmen) 
 

Content: It includes the following: 
 Single or double room in Host Family with full 

board (3 meals per day from the Sunday 
before the program starts to Saturday after 
the course ends). 

 Return transfer from the airport in San José 
(SJO) or Cancún (CUN) respectively. 

 Full activity program during the 2 weeks. 
 1 full day excursion 
 24-hour emergency phone number available. 
 Supervision in school, host family and activity 

program 

 Starting dates: 
 
 
Duration: 
 
Max. class size: 
 
Average class 
size: 
 
Ages: 
 
 

28th of June, 12th & 26th of July 
(last program day 8th of August) 
 
2 weeks or 4 weeks 
 
10 
 
8 
 
 
14-18 years  
 
 

Levels: All levels from beginner to proficiency 
 

 Time Table: 09:00 – 10:50; 11:00 – 11:55; 
12:05 – 13:00; subject to changes 

 
 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/cours-de-langues/ecole--.php3


Academia Columbus -  Soléxico – Agent Manual 2015 
 

  
Page 51 

 
  

Spanish & More 

 Spanish & Culture Spanish & Cooking Spanish & Salsa 

Combined with: Intensive Course 20 Intensive Course 20 Intensive Course 20 

Nº of lessons: 20 lessons Intensive 
Course plus 6 lessons of 
Culture per week 

20 lessons Intensive 
Course plus 6 lessons of 
Cooking per week 

20 lessons Intensive 
Course plus 6 lessons of 
Salsa per week 

Content: In these culture lessons, 
students will learn about 
cultural topics related to 
the country, including 
literature, art, religion, 
music, cuisine and sports. 
Students will visit cultural 
organizations, the 
surroundings and learn 
about daily life and 
customs in the different 
countries. 

While studying Spanish 
students will learn the 
secrets of the local 
cuisine. They will learn 
about local food, visit 
supermarkets and/or local 
markets, talk about the 
ingredients, and 
participate in making and 
tasting some of the most 
famous local dishes. 

No matter the student’s 
dance level or age, an 
experienced teacher will 
teach him/her salsa and 
other forms of Latin 
American dance. Salsa 
music is a diverse and 
predominantly Spanish 
Caribbean genre that is 
popular across Latin 
America and among 
Latinos abroad. 

Destinations: Costa Rica (Santo 
Domingo de Heredia only), 
Ecuador & Mexico 

Costa Rica (Santo 
Domingo de Heredia only), 
Ecuador & Mexico 

Costa Rica (Santo 
Domingo de Heredia only), 
Ecuador & Mexico 

Starting dates: Every Monday of the year. Every Monday of the year. Every Monday of the year. 

Time table: 09:00 – 10:50; 11:00 – 
11:55; 12:05 – 13:00; 
subject to changes for the 
Spanish lessons plus the & 
More lessons held in the 
afternoons  

09:00 – 10:50; 11:00 – 
11:55; 12:05 – 13:00; 
subject to changes for the 
Spanish lessons plus the & 
More lessons held in the 
afternoons 

09:00 – 10:50; 11:00 – 
11:55; 12:05 – 13:00; 
subject to changes for the 
Spanish lessons plus the & 
More lessons held in the 
afternoons 

Levels: All levels All levels All levels 

Max. class size: 6 (8 in peak season) 6 (8 in peak season) 6 (8 in peak season) 

Av. class size: 3 3 3 

 

 Spanish & Diving Spanish & Surf 

Combined with: Part Time 15 Intensive Course 20 
Nº of lessons: 15 lessons Intensive Course per week 

plus diving packages on request 
20 lessons Intensive Course plus 6 surf 
lessons per week 

Content: We offer different diving packages, such 
as PADI courses or multiple day-diving 
packages. Please contact our office for 
further information.  

The weekly surf portion includes: board 
rental, 6 hours of surf instruction, use of 
rash guards and video analysis sessions.  

Destinations: Playa del Carmen, Mexico Tamarindo, Costa Rica 

Starting dates: Every Monday of the year. Every Monday of the year. 

Time table: 09:00 – 10:50; 11:00 – 11:55; 12:05 – 
13:00; subject to changes  
Diving packages on request 

Spanish lessons either in the morning or 
afternoon.  

Levels: All levels All levels 

Max. class size: 6 (8 in peak season) for Spanish lessons 6 for Spanish lessons 

Av. class size: 3 for Spanish lessons 3 for Spanish lessons 
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Closed Groups and Tailor Made Programs 

For any type of groups (school groups, university students, etc.), please contact us about the 
possibilities. We have the necessary experience to organize an appropriate program. And if you 
have clients with special needs, please let us know as well, and we will make a tailor made 
program adapted to their wishes. 
 
For prices please see gross prices in the 2015 price list or contact us for a personalized quotation. 
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Appendix II 

 

Excursions Costa Rica 

 
Santo Domingo de Heredia 
 
Pacific Coast 
We depart San José towards the Central Pacific coast of Costa Rica including a stop for breakfast. 
On route, there will a boat tour along the Tárcoles River where we will observe crocodiles, water 
birds and migratory birds. 
 
After our jungle adventure with the crocodiles, we continue to Punta Leona, a beautiful resort 
with a white sand beach, blue ocean and a protected area of 750 hectares of transitional tropical 
wet forest to tropical dry forest; definitely an exotic paradise. 
Once at Punta Leona you will have enough time to swim on the ocean or on the swimming pool, 
bask on the beach, take a walk or relax under a coconut palm. 
The tour includes a delicious lunch that will be served in one of Punta Leona Resort’s restaurants. 
Sunset in Punta Leona is an extraordinary experience, which we will enjoy before heading back to 
San José. 
 
Ziplining & Rafting 
Ziplining, usually called Canopy in Costa Rica, you can do in many different destinations, just as 
rafting. An example of a combination tour of the two is the following:  
 
Adventure Combo 
Costa Rica provides White Water Rafting experiences that take your adrenaline to top levels and 
fascinating Canopy Tours going high above the treetops. Now you can enjoy the two activities in 
an extraordinary way. Discover the natural marvels of Sarapiqui; an extensive territory located in 
the northeastern parts of the country, with a variety of crystal clear rivers, an abundance of 
beautiful tropical forests and villages inhabited by friendly and laborious people. 
 
Leaving San José the tour traverses the majestic scenary of Braulio Carrillo National Park and 
arriving in Sarapiqui we will enjoy two adventurous attractions: the Canopy Tour in the middle of a 
secondary forest with trees of high altitude and after lunch the White Water Rafting in the 
agitating waters of the Sarapiqui River. 
The Canopy Tour takes about an hour and a half and the nine cables of different length stretch –
over the forest with the last one crossing the Sarapiqui River. 
 
The rafting at Sarapiqui River has different levels between class II and class III, presenting vibrant 
scenery to those who want to participate in this exciting activity. Nine miles of unexpected rapids 
in combination with calm and relaxing intervals makes this an unforgettable experience for bird 
watchers and nature lovers. 
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Arenal Volcano 
The Arenal volcano is a 1,633 meters (5,300 feet) high mountain, which is perfectly conically 
shaped with a crater of 140 meters. The volcano was asleep for hundreds of years and exhibited a 
single crater at its summit, with minor fumaroles activity, covered by dense vegetation. In 1968 it 
had an eruption and destroyed the small town of Tabacón. Due to the eruption three more craters 
were created on the western flanks but only one of them still exists today. 
 
Arenal is considered Costa Rica's most active volcano and has been studied by seismologists for 
many years. Although the activity nowadays is less damaging you can still see ash columns, 
underground rumbling, glowing orange lava flows and sudden explosions on a daily base. With its 
perfect conical shape it allows breathtaking views of volcanic action in the summit. Almost every 
night the crater offers a spectacle of lights with its explosive eruptions. 
 
Many different tours to the Arenal Volcano are offered, whether or not in combination with a visit 
to one of the many thermal hot springs in the area or the Arenal Volcano National Park. There are 
day-tours, or overnight tours or even several day tours. 
 
Tortuguero National Park 
Known as the "Costa Rica’s Amazon", Tortuguero is one of the most important nesting sites in the 
world for marine turtles – every year, thousands of them come ashore along these world-famous 
beaches to lay their eggs. Another great feature in the area is the Tortuguero Canals, an extensive 
system of natural and man-made waterways used both for transportation and jungle exploration.  
 
Most popular amongst our students is the one-day-tour, but there is also the possibility to go on 
the excursion with an overnight or 2. 
 
Poas Volcano & La Paz Waterfall 
The Poas Volcano can be visited in a half day excursion or full day excursion visiting some nice 
towns in the area or in combination with the La Paz Waterfall in the so called Combo Tour.  
 
The Combo tour is an intense fun filled set of excursions where you will embark on three distinct 
adventures. To get to the different areas we will traverse the city of Alajuela, passing the 
Agriculture Monument, as well as the Monument to Juan Santamaria named after a folk hero and 
the famous Mango Park a favorite among visitors alike.  
 
As we ascend the terrain and near the Poás Volcano we will notice a change in temperature and 
vegetation; we will see coffee plantations as well as fern, flower and strawberry farms along the 
way, creating a beautiful array of colors and textures. 
 
On the way to the volcano we will visit the Doka Coffee Estate for a delicious breakfast. Then we 
will be treated to a coffee tour in an actual coffee plantation where we will learn the ancient 
techniques used by the experts to produce some of the best coffee in Costa Rica and around the 
world. The careful process involved in the cultivation, harvesting and roasting of the Golden Bean 
will then be illustrated, very hands-on, and then we will savor the delectable end product. 
 
After the coffee tour we will continue to the Poás Volcano where we will not only admire the 
impressive main crater with its sulfur fumaroles, but also learn about the different ecosystems in 
this unique and protected national park. 
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Following the visit to the volcano we will continue to the La Paz Water Fall Garden for a 
scrumptious lunch and tour. As we arrive to La Paz, we will walk through a trail, leading to a 
spectacular waterfall in the middle of the rainforest. Inside the park we will also visit the 
hummingbird gallery, the serpentarium, the bird house, the butterfly garden and the frog’s 
exhibit; to be enjoyed by those of all ages. 
 
Manuel Antonio National Park 
Manuel Antonio National Park is considered one of the most beautiful parks in Costa Rica. On this 
tour, you will visit pristine beaches, with coral reefs, bordered by exuberant vegetation and the 
natural wonders of the tropical rainforest. The beaches in Manuel Antonio are highly coveted as 
some of the best that Costa Rica has to offer. Many popular activities such as world-class surfing 
and snorkeling are available. 
 
On the way to Manuel Antonio National Park, you will travel along the coastline enjoying scenic 
views, including African palm plantations. You will also travel past small villages along the Pacific 
Coast, until you reach the port of Quepos and the ultimately the National Park. 
 
Since access to the park itself is closed to vehicles, you will hike to the preserve, crossing a creek. 
Once in the park, you can simply relax and enjoy the beach, sunbathe, or hike through the park's 
trails, which will allow you to observe Manuel Antonio’s abundant flora and fauna. Several species 
of monkeys, iguanas, birds and possibly even the three-toed sloth can be seen. 
If you chose to hike the trail to Cathedral Point, do not forget your camera; the views of the park 
and the sea are simply spectacular! 
 
Corcovado National Park 
Drake Bay is one of the most peaceful and beautiful destinations in Costa Rica. The town, 
commonly referred to as simply ‘Drake’, is a tranquil village that offers easy access to Corcovado 
National Park – known for its natural beauty, diverse wildlife and unique ecology. National 
Geographic has called it "the most biologically intense place on Earth". 
 
Corcovado National Park protects a big portion of the Tropical Humid Forest of all Mesoamerica. 
Its diversity in climate conditions, location, soil, topography and biological species makes this place 
one of the most important national treasures. 
It has many resources that are invaluable benefits for the agriculture and medicine fields, which 
has awakened an interest among Costa Ricans, foreigners and scientists. Corcovado National Park 
is an exclusive place for conservation goals, scientific investigation, environmental education and 
tourism. It has a unique combination of terrestrial and marine ecosystems, and has a wide variety 
of flora, extinct in other regions of the country. It also has a wide variety of animal species as well, 
many of them in danger of extinction. Visitors may have a glance at the red macaw, wild boar, 
jaguar and the crocodile. 
 
Monteverde National Park  
Monteverde is a misty and cloudy small town in Puntarenas and is considered a major tourist 
destination due to its numerous reserves with naturally impressive rain and cloud forests. The 
Monteverde Cloud Forest Biological Reserve was created in 1972, and is the region’s most 
valuable treasure. This area is situated in the province of Puntarenas at an elevation of 5,600 feet 
above sea level. The region is known for its conservation efforts and its dedication to the 
responsible development of its community.  
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During the tour to Monteverde you will have the opportunity to visit Selvatura’s hanging bridges, 
known as Treetop Walkways, from where you will admire the forest from a different perspective; 
visit the Butterfly Gardens to learn about these beautiful and colorful wonders of nature, and visit 
the Insect and Reptile Exhibitions. This is a great one day tour to learn about the natural history, 
flora and fauna of this wildlife sanctuary. 
 
Caribbean Coast 
On the Caribbean Coast of Costa Rica there are many places of interest to visit as well. Very 
popular amongst our students is Puerto Viejo y Cahuita: 
 
This beautiful beach town on the Caribbean coast of Costa Rica has recently become a hit with 
tourists due to its cultural and natural richness, stunning white-sand beaches and the legendary 
Salsa Brava waves. Known for its laidback attitude and Caribbean life style, Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica 
allows visitors to experience Costa Rica’s most exotic side.  
 
Traditions are well established in Puerto Viejo, with a unique blend of Latin, Afro-Caribbean and 
Bribri indigenous cultures. The ‘Rastafari’ culture has an important presence in the area, and many 
‘Rastas’ sell handmade jewelry and other products along Puerto Viejo’s colorful roadside. This 
small port town is an ethnic wonder in itself. 
 
Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica has a lot to offer. From world-class surfing, snorkeling and diving among 
the many reefs in the blue waters, to mountain biking, horseback riding and cultural visits to 
indigenous people. Nearby Cahuita National Park and Gandoca-Manzanillo National Wildlife 
Refuge provides tourists with the opportunity to observe the area’s incredible wildlife, both of 
which are a short distance away. 
 
Montezuma 
The town of Montezuma began as a remote fishing village and has gained popularity since the 
1980’s among nature lovers and tourists on a budget. The town features a mix of local residents, 
foreign backpackers and eco-tourists that come for its stunning beaches, rivers and scenic 
waterfalls that surround the village. The Cabo Blanco Nature Reserve also attracts a great number 
of visitors to the area. 
 
 
Tamarindo 
 
Sunset Sail & Snorkel 
Relax as you sail away to paradise; where the sea and the gentle breeze will lull you into a transit 
state of mind.  The boat will anchor at a secluded beach where you get to snorkel and swim to the 
beach.  Once back on the boat the chef cooks up a fantastic Gourmet Lunch…you have an open bar 
and sail back in for sunset.  This trip is about 4 – 5 hours.  
 
Rincon de la Vieja Volcano Hike 
Start with a 2 hour guided hike through the primary and secondary forest for a chance to see 
bubbling mud pots, fumaroles, a mini volcano and of course a vast variety of flora and fauna.  
There are 3 different types of monkeys in the park: Spider Monkeys, White Face and the Howler 
Monkey.  After the hike you will go to the majestic Oropendula Waterfall where you get to jump in 
and take a relaxing swim in the blue lagoon.  From here you will have a great lunch at a local ranch 
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followed by a trip to the Rio Negro where you will get to take a soothing volcanic mud bath and 
jump into the natural hot springs.  This tour picks-up at 6:30am and returns between 4 – 5pm 
 
Palo Verde Boat Tour 
Here is your chance to get back into the true wilds of Costa Rica and see an abundance of wildlife.  
On this adventure you will be whisked away to take a leisurely covered boat ride down the 
Tempisque River while enjoying the natural wonders that Costa Rica has to offer. 
The Tempisque River is located within Palo Verde National Park which is a slice of wetland 
sanctuary in the middle of Costa Rica's driest province.  The 45,500-acre park is a mosaic of 15 
different habitats, including mangrove swamps, grassy savannahs, marshes, salt ponds, pastures 
and evergreen forest, all  bordered by sloping limestone hills.  It is considered a migratory and 
resident waterfowl refuge.  There are over 280 different species of birds, 2 types of monkeys and 
crocodiles that can reach up to 15 feet long.  On the way back you will stop for a feast of a lunch in 
a small village. Here you will have the opportunity to sample an array of delicious typical Costa 
Rican foods.  After lunch you will have a chance to stop at the Guaitil Pottery Village, where you 
will learn the Chorotega Indian's handcrafted techniques.  This tour picks-up around 7:00am and 
returns around 3 – 3:30pm. 
 
Sports Fishing 
We offer action packed trips on the best boats with the most experienced crews. Whether you're a 
novice or a seasoned angler we have the boat, equipment and captain to meet your needs and to 
guarantee a great time for all.  We have boats ranging from 25’ pangas to 50’ Bertrams for half and 
full day fishing.  
 
All Day Adventure Pass 
You're going to need a nap after this full day of adventure. You will travel to an adventure center 
just outside Rincon de la Vieja Volcano and National Park.  Here you will get to zip-line, rappel into 
a slot canyon, Tarzan swing, rock climb, horseback ride, white water tubing, volcanic mud bath, 
natural hot springs and you will have a great buffet lunch.  This tour pick-up at 6:30am and returns 
around 6pm.   
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Excursions Ecuador 

 
Otavalo 
Otavalo is an indigenous village full of traditions, located north of Quito on the Panamericana. 
Departure will be early in the morning driving north from Quito to Otavalo. In the early morning 
there is a huge animal market where one can purchase anything from chicken and sheep to lamas. 
This will be our first stop. After this we will continue our trip to the most famous indigenous 
market of South America: Otavalo Market. Hundreds of merchants offer many opportunities to 
shop both for tourists and local people. A major attraction of the market is the area where 
clothing is sold. Here, tourists can purchase various famous souvenirs such as ponchos, traditional 
costumes, rucksacks, jewelry or hammocks.  
 
After lunch, our next stop is the Cuicocha lagoon, which is located in an active crater named 
Cotacachi, which lies within the Ecological Reserve Cotacachi – Cayapas. 
 
Mitad del Mundo 
The Equator is located only 16 miles north of Quito. In the morning we will head into the direction 
of San Antonia in Pichincha, where the equatorial line and the complex ´Mitad del Mundo´ (the 
middle of the world) are located.  
The heart of the exhibition is a 100 feet (30m) high monument with an ethnographic museum, 
where you can learn many interesting facts about the indigenous cultures of the area. Especially 
fascinating are the many physical experiments in the Museo Solar (Inti-Ñnan museum) which only 
work directly on the Equator! It is an interactive museum with experiments, showing the culture 
and studies of the sun. 
 
Papallacta 
The hot springs of Papallacta are located approx. a two and a half hour drive from Quito in a 
wonderful Andean valley. Even the valley is 3,300 meter above sea level!  
On our arrival we are going to visit Papallacta and walk around the lagoon, which with its 
spectacular landscapes, is an ideal environment for ornithologists. Here you can find over 160 
different kinds of species of birds, including the hummingbird, tangaras and occasionally the Gran 
Cóndor of the Andes. 
 
After this hike we will enjoy a typical lunch of ´trucha´ (trout), and in the afternoon we are going to 
visit the renowned Papallacta thermal springs. Here, you can relax in various pools, which are 
directly fed with water of volcanic origin, enjoy the magnificent views and experience the 
wonderfully restorative effects of the crystal clear waters at ten different temperatures. 
 
Saquisilí (indigenous market) 
The Indian market of Saquisili is less well known than the large market of Otavalo, making it a 
more traditional and less touristy destination. This market is used mainly by Ecuadorians from the 
local area and therefore offers an ideal opportunity to see the Ecuadorian culture in all its 
diversity. 
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National Park Cotopaxi 
This national park stretches around the 5,700 meter peak of the Cotopaxi volcano and is home to a 
rich variety of animal and plant species. There is even a herd of Lamas that are kept by the park’s 
entrance for scientific studies. Cotopaxi National Park tour is an exciting day that begins with 
spectacular views of the Andean landscape in the Avenue of the Volcanoes. Once inside the 
National Park you will hike up to the refuge that is located at 4800m / 15748 ft, time to rest will be 
good to refill your energy. Once done with the first part of the hiking you will continue a little 
more till you reach for the glaciers, a total altitude of 5000m / 16404 ft. For the few ´cliff-hangers´ 
that are adventurous enough there is also the option of climbing right to the top. 
 
On your way back you are going to stop again at the refuge to have a deserved lunch, followed by 
a down hilling to Limpiopungo Lagoon. You will return to the parking lot and take the way back to 
Quito. 
 
Guagua y Rucu Pichincha 
 
RUCU PICHINCHA: 
The Word “rucu” in quechua means “old”, it´s the ideal mountain to acclimate yourself, if you plan 
to go up more volcanos in Ecuador. On clear days, you have a beautiful view, including the 
majority of Ecuadorian volcanos: Cotacachi, Cayambe, Antisana, Cotopaxi, Illinizas, Chimborazo. 
 
GUAGUA PICHINCHA: 
The word guagua in quechua means ´young´ or ´baby´, joven o bebé. The volcano has two big 
craters, one inside the other. 
 
Activities: 
Day 1 
 Ascension by teleferico (aerial tramway) 
 Track to the top of Rucu Pichincha 
 Track to the alpine hut (Volcano Guagua Pichincha) 

Day 2 
 Ascension to the viewpoint of the crater (Volcano Pichincha) 
 Photographs of the landscape 
 Visiting the village Lloa. 

 
 
Mindo 
Mindo is a beautiful valley located northwest of Quito, behind the slopes of the Pichincha volcano. 
On our way to Mindo you will visit a special Volcano “Pululahua” near of the ´Mitad del Mundo´. 
After two hours of driving across the Cloud Forest, you will arrive to Mindo where we will visit the 
Butterfly farm, where we can observe the process of metamorphosis that a caterpillar goes 
through to transform itself into a butterfly. There are 25 different kinds of butterflies flying in a 
644 m² greenhouse. 
 
After lunch, we will continue our trip to cross over in the tarabita (aerial tramway), located at a 
height of 530 meters/ 1739 feet. We will hike in the forest to visit the Nambillo waterfall which is 
located on more or less 1 hour from the village. You will have the possibility to do different kinds 
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of canopy (ziplining) and later we will relax at the waterfall and refresh us in natural pools and the 
river. 
 
 
Cuyabeno Reserve 
 
Cuyabeno (4 Days/3Nights) 
 
Day 1. - Quito – Lago Agrio – El puente  
Flight (10:30 a.m. – 30 min.) or bus ride (one day before – 8 hours ride) to Lago Agrio. Drive from 
Lago Agrio to El Puente. Canoe trip on the Cuyabeno river to our camp site. Night: dinner and 
exciting night walk. 
 
Day 2. - Cuyabeno River 
Morning: paddle by traditional dug-out canoe on the caiman-cocha lake (Laguna del Caimán) to 
enjoy the natural uniqueness. Noon: lunch, hike in the primary forest including lessons on the use 
of plants for survival. In the afternoon relaxing, swimming and enjoying the sunset on the 
magnificent Laguna Grande. 
 
Day 3. - Cuyabeno River  
Morning: walk to the Tarapuy Siona Community, our naturalist guide will explain about the culture 
and traditions of the native people. Afternoon: piranha fishing. Night: canoe trip in search of 
caimans (alligators) 
 
Day 4. - El Puente – Lago agrio – Quito 
Early morning bird watching. Morning: Journey up Cuyabeno River to El Puente. Drive to Lago 
Agrio (Arrive in Lago Agrio at 14:00 pm). Flight or bus ride back to Quito.   
 
 
Cuyabeno (3 Days / 2 Nights) 
 
Day 1. - Quito – Lago Agrio – El puente 
Flight (10:30 a.m. – 30 min.) or bus ride (one day before – 8 hours ride) to Lago Agrio. Drive from 
Lago Agrio to El Puente. Canoe trip on Cuyabeno river to our camp site. Nigth: dinner and exciting 
night walk. 
 
Day 2. - Cuyabeno River 
Morning: paddle by traditional dug-out canoe on the caiman-cocha lake (Laguna del Caimán) to 
enjoy the natural uniqueness. Noon: lunch, hike in the primary forest including lessons on the use 
of plants for survival. Afternoon: relaxing, swimming and enjoying the sunset on the magnificent 
Laguna Grande. 
 
Day 3. - Cuyabeno River 
Morning: walk to the Tarapuy Siona Community, our naturalist guide will explain about the culture 
and traditions of the native people. Journey up Cuyabeno River to El Puente. Drive to Lago Agrio 
(Arrive in Lago Agrio at 14:00 pm). Flight or bus ride back to Quito.   
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Quito by Night 
Our round trip begins at 17:30 p.m. in school towards magnificent colonial streets in the old town 
of the city. We will enjoy a fascinating tour through romantic places and impressing public and 
religious buildings. 
 
The individual lighting creates a unique atmosphere, which lets appear the baroque architecture 
that is almost unnoticed during the day. We will be able to see the extraordinary conservation of 
all the colonial buildings in the city center. For this reason, Quito was declared a UNESCO World 
Cultural Heritage in 1978. 
 
We will visit the “Plaza de la Independencia”, in an interesting walk we will get to know the 
Cathedral Church, the Government Palace and the Archbishop Palace, the church “la Compañía” 
where we can appreciate their adornments and gold altars, the tabernacle and the church of San 
Francisco, the largest and one of the oldest churches in the city, built in 1535. 
 
We continue our visit to the Viewpoint “Panecillo”, a place known for its beauty, where we can see 
not only the city by night, but also enjoy a “canelazo”, a traditional drink of the city. Located 3000 
meters above sea level, it’s a mark to the city because it marks the division between the north and 
the south of Quito and still holds the inheritance of the Inca. 
 
After this impression we return back to Quito!
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Excursions Mexico 

 
Playa del Carmen 
 
Diving 
Playa del Carmen is a top diving destination. People from all over the world plan their diving 
holidays here all year round. This is your opportunity to dive in the worlds second’s largest coral 
reef. Until you experience diving yourself, you can’t really understand what it’s like; the thrill of 
being able to breathe underwater and the freedom of moving around weightlessly while 
experiencing extraordinary sights. 
 
We offer different diving packages (such as PADI courses or 7 day diving packages) upon request. 
Whether you are a beginner or experienced, we always have a suitable course for you. All our 
courses are held at the magnificent reefs. 
 
Sian´´Kaan 
The reserve covers an area of 1.3 million along the central coast of Quintana Roo and within its 
boundaries you will find mangrove forests, freshwater canals, lagoons and cenotes, marine bays 
and coral reefs. A huge variety of animals, birds and plants are found within this natural habitat 
including waterbirds. 
 
BOAT EXPEDITION 
 
 We go through the mangroves to look for crocodiles 
 Look for dolphins in the ocean 
 Observe the variety of birds on Isla Punta Gorda 
 Watch the turtles in their natural environment 

 
SNORKEL 
We will go snorkeling in the protected Mayan Barrier Reef, which is the second largest in the 
world, to see the amazing coral formation, lots of colorful fish such as manta rays, star fish, 
barracuda, trumpet fish and many others. 
 
LUNCH 
In the remote fisherman village of Punta Allen we will enjoy our meal in front of the turquoise 
Caribbean Sea.
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Cobá and Cenotes 
For years, the pyramids of Cobá used to be an insider’s tip, but by now rumor has spread that the 
mysterious Mayan site surrounded by dense rainforest is well worth a visit. Cobá is the largest 
Mayan site, covering an area of nearly 70 square km. The majority of the ruins are yet to be 
excavated. But those that have already been cleared and restored are most definitely worth 
visiting, particularly the highest pyramid called Nohoch Mul (mayan for ´big mountain´). The 
pyramid is 42 metres high. There are 124 steps to climb till one reaches its top, but the panoramic 
view one gets is worth the effort! 
 
An official guide gives you an explanation about the history of the archaeological site. Hike the 
jungle to discover the lost temples. The walk takes you off the beaten path.  
 
After this we will continue our trip and visit a cenote (underground river). Discover the amazing 
limestone formations, stalagmites and stalactites. Take a refreshing swim in the crystal clear 
water! 
 
The last stop of our journey will be the Monkey Preserve. Hike through the jungle and find spider 
monkeys and howler monkeys in one of their last sanctuaries. Enjoy the awesome fresh water 
lagoon in the middle of the jungle. 
 
Chichén-Itzá, Cenote and Valladolid  
Chichén Itzá ist the most popular archeological site of the Yucatán peninsula and, together with 
Tulúm, the most visited Mayan site in Mexico. Witness the wonder of Mayan astronomical 
accuracy in the descension of the Feathered Serpent at the great pyramid of Chichén Itzá, the 
most famous and best restored Mayan site.  
 
After visiting this impressive Mayan site, we will continue our trip to Valladolid, but first we will 
make a stop in a cenote and admire the massive limestone formations with stalactites and 
stalagmites in this amazing underground river, where we can take a refreshing swim in the clear 
fresh water. 
 
Valladolid is a typical Mexican colonial town, where we will walk around the cathedral, the main 
plaza and a traditional Mayan market. 
 
Holbox Island 
There are various excursions to Holbox Island of one or several days with an overnight in Holbox. 
We start our one day tour walking around the white sand streets to enjoy the colorful fisherman 
island of Holbox. The island features a modest population comprised mainly of fishermen, 
incomparable white beaches, and exotic wildlife. This remote place, away from massive tourism, 
belongs to a preserve area. 
 
We will continue our visit with a boat expedition through the mangroves to observe the famous 
pink flamingo colonies. We will also try to spot dolphins in their natural environment. There is 
about 80% chance to find them. Furthermore we will snorkel at this amazing place, where you can 
see cat sharks and reef sharks and lots of colorful fish, such as angel fish, parrot fish and possibly 
turtles. 
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After this we will learn about Mayan fishing. After 40 minutes of fishing with your captain, your 
guide and the captain prepare a salad of fresh fish. Then we will have 1 hour to explore Holbox 
Island in golf cars, before we go for a lunch of fish or chicken at a restaurant of a native fisherman 
family. 
 
Isla de Mujeres 
At Isla de Mujeres we have the opportunity to snorkel with whale sharks. Live this amazing 
adventure swimming with the biggest fish on earth, snorkel by their side in their natural 
environment. We know how to view and swim near the whale sharks without bothering or hurting 
them. Boat trip in open sea takes approximately 4 hours. 
 
After this we will visit the fisherman village Punta Sam, where we will enjoy the catch of the day of 
the fishermen. Fresh sea food with a beautiful view in front of the white sandy beaches. 
 
Ria Maya & Ek Balam 
We will start our excursion with an exploration of the mystic Mayan site Ek Balam. We will climb 
the highest pyramid in Yucatán. This pyramid represents the entrance to the underworld (Xibal- 
Ba). 
 
Then we will continue our trip to Rio Lagartos which is a national reserve for the ´Flamingos 
Rosas´. We will do a boat expedition through the mangroves to observe the famous flamingo 
colonies and we will find a large variety of birds. If you are lucky you even see crocodiles!  
 
Then the last stop on our trip is a Mayan bath. Take a therapeutic Mayan bath at a beautiful lonely 
beach, float in a salty river, enrich your skin with lots of minerals and purify your body in the Gulf 
of Mexico after. 
 
 
 
Oaxaca 
 
Montealban 
10:00am – 13:00hrs 
Monte Albán, the ancient capital of Zapotec civilization, with its impressive monumental 
architecture. This was one of the first urban centers of Mesoamerica, built on a mountaintop 500 
meters above the Oaxaca valley, offering beautiful views of the valley below. During this tour you 
will learn about ancient Zapotec civilization and its advances in mathematics, astronomy, medicine 
and architecture. 
Includes: Transportation and Guide. 
 
Tule, Teotitlan and Mitla 
10:00 – 14:0hrs 
Meet one of the natural wonders: the Tule Tree mammoth, which has more than 2000 years old; 
continue to the uniquely beautiful archeological site of Mitla for its varied ornamentation of 
buildings, achieved through a system of geometric designs which makes it unique from the rest of 
the country, then we will go to Teotitlan del Valle, where people make the wool rugs.  
Includes: Transportation and Guide. 
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San Bartolo Coyotepec, Santo Tomas Jalietza and Ocotlan market 
(Only on Friday) 10:00 – 15:00hrs 
See how the artisans make their products!. In San Bartolo Coyotepec, we demonstrate the 
extraordinary black pottery, in St. Thomas Jalietza you can see how it works in primitive backstrap 
looms, and you will find anything from belts, napkins, purses, etc.. In Ocotlan, enjoy the weekly 
market. 
Includes: Transportation and Guide 
 
Montealban, Arrazola, Cuilapam and San Bartolo Coyotepec 
10:00 – 18:30hrs 
Stroll  through the extraordinary archaeological site of Monte Albán, which maintains evidence of 
its  empire from over 1500 years ago and was  declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1987.  
Our journey continues to San Bartolo Coyotepec, the town famous for its black pottery and then to 
the majestic convent of Cuilapan of Guerrero.  Last, we  end the tour in Arrazola, where the 
creativity of artisans  is displayed  in their beautiful pieces made of wood. 
Includes: Transportation and Guide. 
 
Tule, Teotitlan del Valle, Mezcal Factory, Mitla and Hierve el agua 
10:00 - 18:30hrs 
Visit one of the natural wonders: the Tule Tree mammoth, which is more than 2000 years old; 
continue to the uniquely beautiful archeological site of Mitla known for its varied ornamentation 
of buildings, achieved through a system of geometric designs which makes it unique from the rest 
of the country; then  on to Teotitlan del Valle, where people make  wool rugs. We will continue 
our journey to Hierve el Agua , where you can admire the beautiful petrified waterfalls, to 
conclude our tour by visiting a Mezcal distillery. 
Includes: Transportation and Guide. 
 
 
Bike tour 
Transportation from Oaxaca to Tule and bike rental. Bike tour in Tule, Tlacochahuaya, Dainzu and 
Teotitlan del Valle.  
8:30am to 5:00pm (lunch is included) 
Visit the Tule Tree, then the temple and monastery of Tlacochahuaya were built in the mid-16th 
century by Dominican friars. I. Dainzú was explored in 1965 by Dr. Ignacio Bernal, who found 
evidence of occupation from 750 B.C. to 1000 A.D. and is our next stop and finally, the tour .  will 
go to Teotitlan del Valle, where people make wool rugs with natural dyes and amazing hand and 
foot-operated looms. 
 
 
 
Puerto Vallarta 
 
Canopy 

This is an outdoor activities the zip lines are located on the mountains, among the trees, deep in 

the forest! It can include other activities, such as: visit to the “Predator Movie set” and enjoy the 

river next to the restaurant, a visit to a tequila factory, mule ride, boat trip, rappel down 

waterfalls, and even waterslides! 
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Diving 

This activity is for beginners and advanced certified divers, you can either do it for fun or to get a 

certification. Puerto Vallarta is a well-known destination to dive, has many different sites that 

offers a variety sea life; Las Marietas Islands, El Morro, Los Anegados, La Corbeteña and El Sequial, 

Caletas and Los Arcos. 

Boat trip 

Day trip to beaches only reached by water. Enjoy snorkeling, swimming, or just relaxing under the 

sun with some drinks. You will be offered a snack on the boat and a lunch at the beach, on the way 

back you will have a party and open bar. 

City Tour 

This is the best way our first time visitors can get to know the important sites of Puerto Vallarta 

and its history. You will also visit the best places to buy souvenirs and know how to move around 

while you are still in the city. 

San Sebastian 

You will visit a church located in Ixtapa, a viewpoint and a Raicilla and Tequila tour in La Estancia, 

once you are in San Sebastian you will visit the main square, church, museum, and you will also 

have a free time that you can use to try some traditional dishes, buy a delicious coffee to get 

home, or anything you want. This is a beautiful colonial village, surrounded by aromatic pine forest 

and located in the Sierra Madre Mountains at an altitude of 1650m. Founded in 1605, and made 

famous by its plentiful silver mines. It only has 600 inhabitants.  

Guadalajara 

Enjoy two days and two nights exploring the best shopping, dining and cultural  

areas of Guadalajara a walking tour (optional) of the sites in the Centro/Historical district and get 

you oriented with the area. You will visit the Cathedral, the Government building with Orozco 

murals, plazas, Mercado and more. 

After the city tour there is a visit to Tlaquepaque visit the coolest shops, boutiques, markets and 

art galleries for everything from decor, to home furnishing, leather goods, clothes or whatever else 

you fancy and to have a Mexican lunch and listen to some mariachi music and a Mexican dances 

show. The rest of the night is free time for everyone. Sunday morning you will visit the town of 

Tequila, Jalisco for a tour of the world famous Tequila José Cuervo for a tequila tour of the 

Hacienda, tequila factory and tasting area.  

Swimming with Dolphins 

There are many interactive programs to swim with dolphins and sea lions available in Puerto 

Vallarta. This is a great and memorable experience. 
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Guanajuato 
 
Guanajuato, patrimonio Cultural de la Humanidad 
10:30am – 02:00pm. "Guanajuato, a World Heritage Site", 
On this tour you will visit: 
• The Museum of the Mummies. 
• The Monument to Pípila-from which one has the best view of the city. 
• Tunnels tour and tour the Old Residential Zone. 
• Tour the scenic roads of the city. 
• Visit the area of the Valencia-This tour includes a visit to one of the mines in the area, 

where it descends into the mine and minerals and are observed working tools. 
• Visit the temple of San Cayetano with churrigueresco-style Where can admire the gilded 

altarpieces. 
• Visit the Museum of the Inquisition. 
• Visit local shops for tasting the local pastry. 
The costs of access to museums are not included. (Museum of Mummies + Mina (in Valencia area) 
+ Museum of the Inquisition). Approximate cost of access: $ 12. 
 
 
Santuario y monumento a Cristo Rey 
04:30pm – 07:30pm. “Sanctuary and monument to Cristo Rey” 
Considered the Geographic and religious center of the country, the mountain "El cubilete" has a 
monumental statue of Christ (Cristo Rey), where you can admire a unique landscape for miles 
around, is well known crafts of the area and the typical food. This tour lasts approximately 3 hours. 
The hill Goblet is 20 minutes outside the city and due to the topography of the city is advised to 
bring comfortable shoes. 
 
 
Ruta de la Independencia - Dolores Hidalgo & San Miguel de Allende 
10:30am – 07:00pm. “Mexican Independence path” 
Covering the following points: 
• Dolores Hidalgo: Historic city which is considered the cradle of Mexico's Independence. In 

the city the former home of Miguel Hidalgo is visited. This house now serves as the 
Museum of Independence. You also will visit the historic church where the cry for 
independence was given on 15 September; moreover, the former city jail; the mausoleum 
of José Alfredo Jiménez, the famous traditional Mexican music composer who was born in 
this city; There is also a tour of the city center famous for its pottery and also to have a 
taste of typical ice cream in town. 

• Atotonilco: The beautiful sanctuary where the priest Hidalgo took the banner of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe as the first flag of the Insurgent Army, worth also admired for his altarpieces 
and paintings. 

• San Miguel Allende: Visiting gothic cathedral-colonial style. They also visit the home of 
General Ignacio Allende, one of the liberators of Mexico and the thermal spa "La Gruta" 
(optional).  
This tour lasts approximately 8.5 hours. During this tour we consider the costs of access to 
the Independence Museum Casa Hidalgo. Due to the length of this tour is advised to bring 
comfortable shoes.
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