4 North Great George’s Street, Dublin 1, Ireland
T: + 353 1 8747 024 | F: + 353 1 8747 031
admin@alphacollege.com | www.alphacollege.com

www.alphacollege.com/blog - admin@alphacollege.com

Why should you study in
Alpha College of English?
Multi Generational
Commitment to Quality
Alpha College has been
committed to providing the
highest quality English language
training since 1989.

Dynamic, Innovative and
Friendly Team
Many of our key personnel
have been with us in Alpha
College for more than 15 years.
Combined with our newer team
members we have the perfect
mix of experience, innovation and
commitment to service.

Fantastic Nationality Mix
Every year we are fortunate
enough to welcome visitors from
all over the world.

Alpha Student World

The Professionals’ Choice
Alpha College welcomes students
from a wide range of backgrounds
- business professionals,
managers, scientists, engineers,
researchers, teachers and college
students as well as people who
want to improve their language
for social and recreational
reasons.

Internationally
Recognised and
Accredited
Alpha College is recognised and
accredited by some of the most
rigorous and prestigious quality
focussed associations in the
world.

What you can expect from Alpha College
The directors, managers, academic staff
and student support team are committed
to offering you the very highest quality
service with outstanding value for
money.
The Alpha team consistently puts the
customer first and offers you a friendly
and efficient service, professionally
delivered in a caring and supportive
environment both inside and outside the
classroom.
When you arrive in Alpha College, we will give you a warm welcome, test your
present level of English and assign you to a class at that level. You will be given
a Student Handbook with useful local information to help you to have the best
experience in Dublin.
During your course you will undertake a structured programme of study and to
make sure that you have achieved the weekly objectives you will take a weekly
progress test. Your progress will be continuously monitored by our Academic
Team to ensure optimal learning on your
part.
You are welcome to join our regular
afternoon and Saturday excursions,
led by our own guides (provided free
of charge) who know the city and
surrounding areas intimately and will
lead you to places that tourists do not
always discover. You will only have to
pay whatever entrance charges may
apply and we do our best to keep these to a minimum. Friday night is usually
“Alpha Night Out” when students and teachers meet to have a drink and celebrate
the weekend. You will be encouraged to participate in the varied cultural, artistic,
musical, dramatic, sports and social activities that make Dublin so special. We
hope you will also become an active member of the Alpha Community by taking
part in the various projects and extra curricular activities organised by Alpha
College.
At the end of your course, we will present you with your course completion
certificate, exchange goodbyes and look forward to your return.

What you can expect from Dublin
Our students tell us time and time again that Dublin has a special magic about it
that enchants from the moment you arrive. The atmosphere and heartbeat of the
city is warm and welcoming.
English is the first language in Ireland and Irish people love meeting and chatting
with visitors, listening to their stories and encouraging them to speak English.
We are a nation of teachers!
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Don’t just take our word for it!
Read some of our recent student testimonials. Visit our site https://alphacollege.com/testimonials for more.
Our feedback scores show that 99.2% of our students would recommend us to a friend!
“Everything was amazing. I had great
time, met a lot of
interesting people and developed
my speaking skills. It was
a great experience that changed
my life.”
- Lena Ostapiuk from Ukraine

“The teachers in Alpha care about your progress.
They’re helpful, full of energy, funny and they captivate
their audience. I would have loved to stay longer to
continue my studies with them”
- Murvin Boodhoo from France

“Great time in Alpha, the lessons fly because
they are so productive and also entertaining,
the best atmosphere that I have ever had in a
school. Thank you very much!”
.-Anna Zantedeschi from Italy
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“I am really glad that I chose Alpha!!!
Great atmosphere, nice and helpful staff and
good education especially it was nice to meet
people from all around the world in alpha! Thx
for all of this, guys! I will visit Dublin in the
future again ”
- Dilara Senturk from Turkey

“Well, my host family was open-minded and I was a part
of the family from the very first second. We often talked
with me about lots of different subjects. So I could improve
my English at home as well.
- Antonia Wehrle from Switzerland
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“I’ll describe Alpha in 2 words: Excellent
School”
– Merly Grissel from Venzuela
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“The teachers are very well-qualified and my
host family was just adorable. I enjoyed every
moment because I met wonderful people from
all over the world and I’ve made many new
friends.”
- Vicky Karytinou from Greece
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“Thank you for these two weeks in Alpha,
I’ve enjoyed every single day. Definitely one
of my best trips!“
- Julia Sokovnina from Ukraine

“I really enjoyed the classes with my
teachers and the food my host family
cooked was very tasty”
- Olga Pyshkina from Russia
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“This is my 3rd tim
e in Alpha and I’d
like to
come again. In my
class ,I made a lot
of progress
and that is most
important. I really
like that the
teachers and sta
ff care about stu
dents.”
- Iva Simunic from
Croatia

“The school is perfect. Good organisation.
I feel comfortable in the class and the school is
well located in the city centre.”
- Hanjun Wei from China
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Alpha College Courses

Top visitor attractions
for English language
students in Dublin
When you have finished your
classes, Dublin has something to
suit everyone’s tastes. Here are
some of the most popular visitor
attractions for our students.

General English Courses
Our General English course gives you the
opportunity to develop your language
skills with other students from around
the world in fun, dynamic classes with a
well structured curriculum underpinned
by international best practice.

Guinness
Storehouse
The number
one tourist
destination in
Ireland, the Guinness Storehouse
tells the story of Guinness, from
its humble beginnings in 1759 to
becoming one of the world’s most
recognised brands.

We have developed a well-thought-out
syllabus with ongoing assessment built
in. We focus on your work and your
progress in class using a variety of oral
tasks and real world scenarios, projects
and presentations.
We use the course book for
approximately one third of the time and
use supplementary materials for another
third, with the final third involving an
element of negotiated learning where
we focus on the needs of the individual
students within each class and on what
your goals are for the week.

National Archaeological
Museum
The museum
has displays on
many periods
through Irish
history, from
prehistoric
Ireland, dating back to the huntergatherers circa 7000BC, to early
work in gold, church treasures
and the Viking and Medieval
periods. There are also special
displays of items from Egypt,
Cyprus and the Roman world.

You can choose to do our General
English course for 20, 25 or 30 lessons
per week, depending on what level of
intensity you want while you are with us
in Dublin.
We offer General English at all levels
from Elementary to Advanced every
week and we have special dates for
Beginner and Proficiency levels.

Trinity College & Book of
Kells

»» Our course levels correspond with Council of Europe levels A1 - C2.

Course Formats
Standard format - 20 lessons per week (GE01)
Intensive format - 25 lessons per week (GE02)
Super-intensive format - 30 lessons per week (GE04)

Afternoon Format
During our afternoon classes, the focus is on General English fluency development
on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons with fluency development for English in
the workplace on Mondays and Tuesdays.
Students may choose to take two or four afternoons of classes in addition to our
20 lesson morning courses.

General English Timetable
Time

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Class
GE01, GE02, GBE02, GE04

09:00 10:50

Dublinia

20 Minute Coffee Break

Class
GE01, GE02, GBE02, GE04

11:10 13:00

One Hour Lunch Break
14:00 16:05

Class
GBE02, GE04

Class
GE02, GE04
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Trinity College
is Ireland’s
oldest and most
prestigious
university.
Founded in 1592, Trinity College
has produced a significant
number of outstanding alumni,
including Bram Stoker, George
Berkeley, Samuel Beckett and
Oscar Wilde. It is also home to the
ancient Book of Kells (ca. 800AD)
and The Long Room, Trinity’s
oldest library.

Excursion
Option

Dublinia’s
interactive
museum tells
the story
of Dublin;
beginning with the Vikings in
988AD through the Middle Ages
right up to the archaeological dig

in the area in 1978, including a
display of many of the artefacts
found at that time.

General Business English
(GBE02)

Croke Park & The GAA
Museum

This afternoon English fluency
development for the workplace module
helps students to develop their skills
for communicating effectively through
English in a work context.

The 4th largest
stadium in
Europe, Croke
Park is home to
Ireland’s two
national sports: Gaelic football
and hurling, and the headquarters
of the Gaelic Athletics
Association (GAA).

Kilmainham
Gaol
On this tour,
visitors have
a chance to
see one of the
best-preserved gaols in Europe
and learn about its role in the
founding of the Republic of
Ireland. Used as a set for many
films and plays, Kilmainham Gaol
is perfectly preserved and is a
vivid journey back in time to its
founding in 18th Century Ireland.

Malahide
Castle
Set on 250
acres of park
land in the
seaside town
of Malahide, the castle was both
a fortress and a private home
for nearly 800 years and is an
interesting mix of architectural
styles.

Botanic Gardens
The gardens are
a short bus ride
from Dublin city
centre and are a
hugely popular
attraction for
both tourists
and locals. Originally privatelyowned, the gardens became the
property of the state in 1795.
Featuring many species from
across the globe, the gardens
also contain several spectacular
greenhouses which are home to
hundreds of species of cacti and
tropical plants and trees.
Every week students get a detailed
excursion list as well as suggestions
of places to visit in Dublin.

It is aimed at students who have a
professional need for Business English,
i.e. people in or training for jobs in the
business world.
This course is designed to cover, in a practical way,
the English used in everyday business or work
situations.

English and Professional
Work Experience (WE01)
(EU students only)
This programme is ideal for graduates
and undergraduates who want to
improve their communication skills
in General English classes in the first
part of the programme and consolidate
those skills by working in an industrial,
commercial or professional enterprise in
the second part.
Participants find it invaluable when
seeking employment on their return to their own
country.

English For Graduates
Our English for Graduates option is perfect
for recently graduated students looking to
improve their career prospects before joining the
workforce - either in their country or abroad.
Students choose one of our General English or combination course options to
improve their international communication skills.
Students then take part in our customised Work Finding Skills programme
covering interview techniques, CV writing and finding the right job for you.
Candidates also take the prestigious Hogan Develop psychometric assessment to
get a clear understanding of what types of careers they would be suited for.

Specialised One To One options
Whether you are launching a product, giving a presentation, going to a networking
event or simply interested in exploring your hobby through English, we have a
specialised option just for you!
»» English for a Product Launch
»» English for a Business Pitch
»» English for Presentations
»» English for Email
»» English for Meetings
»» English for Business Calls
»» English for Sales
»» English for Negotiation
»» English for Networking

»» English for Tourism
»» English for Social Media Marketing
»» English for Webinars
»» English and Photography
»» English and Video Making
»» English and Coding
»» English and Art
»» English and Music
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Examination Preparation English
Our students consistently achieve very high grades in these very challenging examinations to which employers and
institutions throughout the world give the highest consideration when selecting staff or students who need to speak, read
and write excellent English.
Alpha College provides academic development sessions and mock exams for our long term exam students. We arrange study
groups and supervise individual student progress with many oral examiners on staff.
Alpha College prepares students for:
»» Cambridge First Certificate
»» Cambridge Advanced Certificate
»» IELTS

»» TOEIC (groups or assisted self study option for individuals)
»» TIE or TOEFL (Assisted self study options).

Alpha College is accredited to issue an EAQUALS Certificate of Achievement to its students. The basis for this
evaluation is continuous assessment so students wishing to avail of this certificate need to arrange with the
Academic Team to be continually assessed during their course.

Overseas Teachers’ Courses
Alpha College has the capacity to offer a range of courses which may be included in
a school’s application for Erasmus+ funding under Key Action 1 (KA1). Alpha is fully
committed to assisting schools in addressing identified needs as outlined in their
European Development Plan and to working with teachers from around Europe
and developing new combinations of courses over the next 5 years.

English Language skills
development

Overseas Teachers’ Courses

Teachers wishing to improve their
English language skills may attend a
General English Course at any time
during the year, except for 2 weeks over
the Christmas period when the school is
closed for holidays. They are placed in a
class at their particular level of language
competence so can be sure that they
are developing their language skills with
students at the same level as they are.

Overseas Tea

Specialist Teacher Training
Programmes
As well as being qualified language teachers many of our staff are also teacher trainers, experienced in delivering specialist
training programmes to teachers from a range of backgrounds.
»» For more information please visit http://alphacollege.com/otc

English for Special Purposes (ESP01)
Alpha College provides One-to-One and closed group courses in the English of:
»» Aviation and Air Traffic Control
»» Military Organisation and Operations
»» Business
»» Medicine
»» Banking, Finance and Foreign Exchange
»» Sales and Marketing
»» Law
»» Travel and Tourism
Many of our students like to take General English Group Classes in the mornings and one of these ESP options on a one-toone basis in the afternoons.
We also offer a range of specialised courses for students with specific hobbies or careers.

English for Business Professionals
This specialised course offers the best of our General English, General Business English and One to One options. Students
improve their General English communication skills in our morning classes, their English in the workplace fluency skills on
two afternoons per week as well as two afternoons of one to one classes focussing exclusively on the needs of the student in
their particular field.

www.alphacollege.com/blog - admin@alphacollege.com

Practise your English outside of the classroom
Accommodation Options
We know how important it is to have a comfortable place to stay while you are in a
foreign country.
Homestay accommodation is arranged with carefully selected and monitored hosts
who provide single room accommodation; breakfast and evening dinner Monday to
Friday; all meals at weekends and a light laundry service.
Most homestays are located in the suburbs with students travelling to and from
the college by bus or local train. The average travelling time is 30 - 45 minutes,
depending on traffic.
Only one student of each mother-tongue is placed in a family unless students
request an alternative arrangement.
A limited number of hosts can provide a private bathroom for students.
During the summer we provide single en-suite accommodation in shared
apartments. The accommodation is a prestigious development of self-catering
apartments designed and purpose built for student living. Each apartment has 3, 4
or 5 bedrooms - all ensuite - with spacious living and kitchen areas.
All apartments are fully fitted and furnished to cater to all student needs.

Social Programme
Our excursions provide students with
a unique opportunity to practise their
English in authentic settings. Our guides
are experienced and knowledgeable
and know Dublin’s most interesting
places. Students pay entrance charges
but the Alpha College guide service is
completely free of charge.
We also have a range of information
for students about many more visits,
excursions and sporting fixtures which
they may enjoy on their own or with
other students.
During the year, Alpha College offers excursions or activities on at least two afternoons per week depending on the time
of year; we also offer excursions on Saturdays and one evening per week. Alpha College provides a wide range of cultural
activities every afternoon from Monday to Friday in July and August. We also arrange evening and Saturday excursions
during these months.

Sample Extra Curricular Activities
Conversation Clubs
At lunchtimes during the week we offer free conversation
clubs which either focus on general fluency development or
business fluency development. One afternoon per week we
also arrange a video club where students can watch a movie in
English together.

Job Search & Guidance
Our weekly job search & guidance session offers students
support in preparing their CVs/resumes as well as getting
ready for a job interview in English and finding the right job for
them.

Exam Tutorials
In addition to dedicated exam preparation classes in the
morning, we also offer tutorials each week on two of the most
popular exams - TIE and IELTS - free for students to help them
with their studies.
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