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About The Italian Academy

Views of the campus

- - - -

For over 30 years the Italian Academy has been offering quality Italian language classes In the
heart of the enchanting city of Siracusa. Students choose from a wide range of courses, taught in
our international campus, and extracurricular activities to explore the history, culture and natural
beauty of the island of SIcily.
As a University of Siena certification center, the Italian Academy provides CILS (Certificate of
Italian Language for Foreigners) and DITALS (Certificate for Teachers of Italian language)
certification. All our courses, which are taught by a team of expert and highly qualified native
Italian teachers, are based on innovative methodology and are in line with the
Framework for Language Acquisition.
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European

“

Our mission is to ensure that each student’s
experience in Sicily is truly inspiring.
We are committed to setting the
gold-standard for quality language and
culture programs in Italy.
Ann Byrne, S
 chool Director

”
About Siracusa
- - - -

Siracusa (or Syracuse), a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, is a treasure trove for all lovers of arts and the

dolce vita lifestyle. Located on the south-eastern
coast of the Italian island of Sicily, it was once the
largest and most powerful city in the Mediterranean;
the wealth of art and precious architecture bear
witness to the passage of many glorious civilizations.
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Siracusa Greek Theatre (top), Students hiking on Etna volcano (bottom left), Valley of the Temples (bottom right)
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10 Reasons to join our
Academic Year programs
#1

Internationally recognized Italian Language and Culture Institution
and Center for Mediterranean Studies, founded in 1984

#2

State-of-the-art campus, surrounded by 2-acres of lush private gardens in the
heart of the city center and a short walk from the sea

#3

Quality teaching and personalised care during each stage of your study
experience, consistently awarded 5-star student reviews

#4

Welcoming community: Sicilian people are famous worldwide for
their warm-welcoming nature: the ideal place to practice your spoken Italian

#5

Safe destination: Siracusa is a medium-size city and everything is at walkable
distance within the city center; living in a small community means being
surrounded by a safer environment than in any large metropolitan city

#6

Opportunities to engage with l ocal and international university students with our
tandem exchange program and weekly social activities

#7

300 days of sunshine per year and 3000 years of fascinating history: a treasure
trove for history passionates, for foodies and for lovers of the beach and nature

#8

As a teacher training center, we guarantee the highest quality of teaching
offered by a group of expert teachers, coordinated by our director of studies

#9

Volunteering opportunities to give back to the local community and make
meaningful connections

# 10

A strategic starting point to explore Italy and its Mediterranean culture!
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Gap Year

Why choose to take a Gap Year program in Sicily?

Enjoy a full-immersion experience in Italian language: for life, university and work
Join our volunteering projects, as a teacher assistant in schools and in migrant
community centers
Get involved in art and culinary classes, outdoor sports and cultural exchanges
Join a community of local and international students

12 weeks
(3 month)

24 weeks
(6 months)

36 weeks
(9 months)

48 weeks
(full year)

Italian language Course

€ 2,160

€ 4,080

€ 5,760

€ 7,200

(20 units per week)

(240 units)

(480 units)

(720 units)

(960 units)

€ 4,200

€ 7,920

€ 11,160

€ 13,920

€ 5,160

€ 9,840

€ 14,040

€ 17,760

Italian language Course
(20 units per week)

+
Single Room in
Student Residence
Italian language Course
(20 units per week)

+
Single Room in
Homestay with Half Board

Program Start date: every Monday, year-round . You may book additional weeks for course and
accommodation, which are calculated proportionally. Service Fee payment (€ 60) is required for
enrollment, contact: i nfo@theitalianacademy.com
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Foundation Year
Your pathway to Italian University enrollment

Who should take the Foundation Year?

Students who have l ess than 12 full years of schooling at the end of high school
Students that need to i mprove t heir Italian or English language skills before
beginning an undergraduate degree at a university in Italy (B2 certificate is
required for enrollment - CILS B2: Italian, IELTS: 5.0-6.0)
Students from the A
 merican or British school system who do not have the three
Advanced Placement exams or A-levels required to enrol in Italian university
Students who want to strengthen their background knowledge and skills to be fully
prepared to successfully join a degree program in Arts or Design in Italy
September 2nd 2019 - May 29th 2020

Italian Language Course

520 units

180 units

Cultural Context Courses
Taught in English

Art History, Italian Literature, Ancient History,
Modern European History, Pathway skills for Design

CILS Exam Preparation

30 units

TUITION

€ 8,640

HOUSING

€ 8,240

Homestay with half board

For additional information on admissions and conditional enrollment to Italian
university write to: admissions@theitalianacademy.com
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Student Services and Activities
❏ Pre-departure assistance, including visa supporting documents
❏ Orientation, welcome pack and student card
❏ Airport pick-up
❏ Study materials: textbooks, classroom handouts and study aids
❏ Access to study rooms, computer labs and printing facilities (campus
premises and gardens offer wireless internet throughout)
❏ Cultural and naturalistic excursions to 3 UNESCO World Heritage Sites:
❏ Prehistoric Sicily: visit the Valley of P
 antalica, guided hike to the
pristine lakes to view the neolithic settlement and necropolis, followed
by a Sicilian food tasting
❏ Ancient Sicily: explore Mt. E
 tna volcano with an expert guide, the
highest active volcano in Europe and birthplace of Greek and Roman
myths.
❏ Baroque Sicily: visit N
 oto, baroque capital of the world, enjoy a Nero
d’Avola wine tasting and take a sunset walk at the Vendicari Marine
Reserve to view the flamingos
❏ Optional S
 ocial Activities: aperitifs, cooking classes, open-air movie nights,
ceramic-making workshops
❏ Italian Buddy Program: tandem language exchange with local students
❏ Dedicated on-site consultant and student support services
❏ Classroom and Activities insurance
❏ Assistance during the stay & 24/7 Emergency Number
❏ Program certificate a
 nd LinkedIn badge
❏ Volunteering o
 pportunities: teacher assistant in schools and migrant
community centers, environmental volunteering
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Student Accommodation Guide
❖ All host families and student residences are situated in the city centre of Siracusa,
in the Ortigia, Neapolis, Akradina areas
❖ Walking distance from the school and the sea (max. 20 minutes on foot)
❖ Comfortable single rooms per student in a two, three or four bedroom apartment.
❖ Double rooms available upon request (only for 2 students enrolling together)
❖ Spacious living room with TV, fully equipped kitchen and laundry facilities
❖ Sunny outdoor areas: patios, balconies and terraces
❖ Towels and bed linen are supplied
❖
❖
❖
❖

Unlimited Wi-fi
Air Conditioning & Heating
All utilities a
 re covered
Apartments and homestays are inspected and selected by our Housing Quality
Assurance Team
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Catania International Airport, just 45 minute drive from Siracusa, is the 3rd largest
international hubin Italy with daily connections to all major Italian cities and European
capitals. It offers affordable flights to explore the rest of Italy and Europe during your
stay in Sicily.
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The island of Ortygia - Old town of Siracusa

CONTACT US:
info@theitalianacademy.com
Piazzale San Marziano, 1
96100, Siracusa, Sicily
+39 09 31 61 424
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