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Studying at 
ACCADEMIA 
EUROPEA 
DI FIRENZE

To improve and integrate one’s academic career with a study abroad experience is a 
life changing decision. Both the location and the institution through which the student 
is studying are key factors in choosing where to study abroad. AEF proudly features the 
ultimate combination of prestigious teaching standards with the most beautiful city in the 
world, Florence. AEF delivers higher education through traditional classroom methods 
as well as experiential-learning, allowing students to immerse in the culture of Florence 
while progressing as students.
The Accademia Europea di Firenze (European Academy of Florence) was founded by 
an experienced group of professors sharing the desire to teach in a different kind of 
school where students could truly and always be the focus of teaching and extracurricular 
activities. 
This is why we founded the Accademia, always focusing on the points which make us stand 
out over other institutions and schools.

A continuously evolving structure that pays attention
to student’s needs
Over the years, AEF has been able to stand out in the market thanks to the strong skills of 
its teaching staff and to its modern teaching methods that place the student and his needs 
at the heart of teaching, both in class and during extracurricular activities.

Professional skills in the service of students
AEF teachers are trained and experienced professionals who are constantly updated 
on the latest teaching methods and who are able to ensure on-going attention to the 
functional aspects of all subjects taught and to the needs that are behind their natural and 
active learning: from literature to Italian, from art to music. 
Thanks to its high quality teaching standards, AEF is the school that has mostly grown 
in Florence in recent years though without losing its familiar, cheerful and pleasant 
atmosphere that is part of the school activities and that has always characterized its 
educational mission.

Learning method
The lessons of the academic courses are taught in English by native speakers or bilingual 
teachers. Classroom learning is supported for each subject by practical experiences and 
activities in order to make students experience directly what they are learning. 

Four categories for thorough 
education and training:
The academic courses are divided into 
four categories:
•Culture and Humanities
•Music
•Language
•Art and Fashion

This division is not random: indeed, these 
subjects reached their heyday in Florence 
during the Renaissance which, as pointed out 
by Giorgio Vasari, represented  “a new era of 
rebirth and regeneration of mankind.”
This assumption led to the studying of nature 
along with that of art, literature and music. 
Modern science derives from the 
Renaissance: astronomy (Galileo), geography 
(Amerigo Vespucci), the modern medicine, 
engineering (Leonardo), as well as crafts (the 
“corporazioni”), trade (the leading citizens 
of Florence, as the Medici family, made 
their wealth as business people), politics 
(Machiavelli) and economics: few know that 
“bank” was the ancient “banco”, a counter 
where merchants could borrow money when 
they wanted to make purchases abroad.
For this reason, to choose AEF means to be 
able to study today, in the historic centre 
of Florence, the subjects that have made 
Italy famous over the centuries all over the 
world.

Customized curriculum with AEF 
courses
Students can create their own curriculum, 
combining required courses with the 
additional courses offered by AEF that are 
designed to suit every need: Italian, music, 
culture courses and many other courses 
complete a rich and varied educational and 
training offer. 
At the end of each course and after passing 
a test, students receive a certificate of 
attendance indicating the level reached.
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Safe studying in the historic centre of Florence
The Accademia’s headquarters are in the heart of Florence, just a few steps from Piazza 
Duomo and very close to the train station Santa Maria Novella, in a strategic location for 
people coming from all over the city thanks to the bus stops nearby and to the Tramway 
stop at the train station. 
The branch office is located a few steps from Ponte Vecchio and Piazza della Signoria and 
this office too, other than being in the historic centre, is in a unique location and is very 
easy to reach. 
Both locations have been carefully chosen in order to make sure that, when leaving the 
school, the student is directly surrounded by the city’s many beautiful monuments; moreover, 
being in highly prestigious areas, animated by an intense commercial and cultural life until 
late at night, they guarantee extra safety to students attending the school. 

Cultural activities with the Accademia... outside the Accademia
Extracurricular activities are an integral part of the courses; therefore students, whilst having 
fun, have the opportunity of practising the language with greater ease and of acquiring a 
significant cultural enrichment other than better interacting with the local community.
For this reason, in addition to regular courses,  AEF offers a rich and varied programme of 
optional activities that facilitate the student’s life, especially in the initial period. 
Several proposals are offered, ranging from the organization of cultural activities, visits to 
museums in Florence and Tuscany, conferences, theme-based meetings, up to leisure activities, 
food and wine tours, festivals and sporting events, that cover the entire week, so that 
students can constantly practice the language in all its aspects. These activities are essential 
and help create the relaxed and friendly atmosphere that involves students, teachers and 
staff and that facilitates the continuous monitoring of each student’s progress.

Recognition as a symbol of reliability
The Accademia Europea di Firenze is a training and educational agency accredited with the 
Tuscany region (accreditation code number FI0720);  it is a member of WYSE (World Youth 
Student & Educational Travel) and of ALTO - Association of Language Travel Organizations; 
lastly, it has recently obtained the ISO 9001 Quality Certification.

To study abroad while feeling at home
The Accademia Europea di Firenze offers study programmes abroad in partnership with 
prestigious universities worldwide - Cincinnati University,  Washington University in 
St Louis and Elon University, just to name a few.
To spend a semester studying abroad is an extraordinary educational and cultural experience 
that is highly qualifying. For this reason, more and more universities are now offering study 
courses in foreign countries. 

Through this cultural exchange, which is essential to make one’s way in the world and in 
an increasingly globalized labour market, students benefit from more comprehensive and 
targeted education and training and start to become citizens of the world. 
In order to offer students high-quality academic education and training abroad, AEF provides 
a solid know-how that ensures professionalism and reliability through structured and 
targeted educational courses as well as through the presence of highly qualified teachers.
AEF, in partnership with the Universities, works hard to create a comprehensive plan of 
courses and projects that are suited to the educational needs of its students. 
In order to provide maximum assistance throughout the students’ period of stay in Florence 
and to make students feel at home,  AEF finds accommodation upon request and organizes 
extra-curricular activities that help students fit in the new social context.
Upon request, AEF can create new courses for groups coming from the same University.

The Accademia Europea di Firenze offers curricula whose Credits can be 
transferred to the foreign universities which students come from. 
The academic courses are taught in English; they consist of 45 hours and give 3 (three) 
credits each. 
The student must attend a required Italian language course, to be chosen between 180 
hours (12 credits) or 72 hours (6 credits); lessons are held from Monday to Friday or from 
Monday to Thursday, respectively. If the Italian course chosen lasts 180 hours, students must 
follow two academic courses; if it consists of 72 hours, students must attend three academic 
courses.
Students will have the opportunity to study with top professional experts in the subjects 
chosen since the teaching staff is made up exclusively of prominent personalities in their 
respective fields.
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ULTURE&
      HUMANITIEScourses

This Category includes all courses in general culture that are aimed at integrating the student’s 
cultural background, stimulating his curiosity and interest. 
The lessons range from the study of Italian literature (from Dante to modern literature) to 
history of art and of cinema up to European comparative literature with reference to the 
history and characteristics of the modern European novel. 
By analysing works and texts, teachers will trace some guidelines to understand the historical 
and cultural changes that Italy and Europe have gone through over the centuries. 
In addition, this Category includes an area dedicated to studies in economics at both historical 
and political level.

Italian studies:
• Survey of Italian Literature
• Dante’s (Divina) Commedia
• Modern Italian Literature
• Renaissance Art History
• Patron, Artists and Identity in Florentine Renaissance Art
• Italian Cinema
• Italian History through the Cinema
• History of Contemporary Italy from the “Big War” to the crisis of the 1st Republic
• Modern Italy since 1815

Department of European comparative literature:
• Foreign Writers in Italy: the Gothic Romance 
• Modern European Novel: The Anti-Novel 
• Modern European Novel: Le Nouveau Roman 
• Modern European Novel: The Postmodern Novel 
• A Woman’s Gaze: Some Contemporary Women Artists and Writers

Economics department:
• Introduction to Economics 
• Global Political Economy 
• European Economies in the Age of Globalization and Integration
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ANGUAGEcourses
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AEF considers it essential to study the local foreign language when studying abroad in order 
to interact with the local community in one’s daily life, to better understand its culture, to 
facilitate and encourage personal growth and individual autonomy.
For these reasons, the Italian language courses are required courses and base their teaching 
methods on a communicative approach that fosters the student’s ability to speak through 
listening, reading and writing.

Italian language
•Basic Level 
•Elementary Level A
•Elementary Level B
•Intermediate Level A
•Intermediate Level B
•Advanced Level
•Specialization Course
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USICcourses
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Teaching music is something that AEF is particularly proud of, since it is the first and only 
music school of high vocational level for foreigners in Florence. 
Students have the opportunity to be taught by experienced professionals coming from the 
most important academies of music, theatres and festivals in Italy and Europe. The courses 
include lectures and practical lessons and are designed to introduce students to music 
disciplines or to further improve their skills in the field.
The high quality standards of the music curricula have led AEF to develop an established 
and long-term collaboration with some of the most prestigious universities and institutions 
in the field. These include: Cincinnati University (College - Conservatory of Music), and 
Washington University of St. Louis. The director of the National Council Auditions of the 
Metropolitan Opera, NY, has also chosen the Accademia for her mock auditions.

• History of Music 
• History of Music from the Middle Age to the Early Baroque
• History of Opera 
• Theory of Music
• Voice and Voice Coaching
• Italian Diction for Opera Singers 
• Libretti 
• Performance Practice of Polyphonic Renaissance and Baroque Repertoire
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Italy in general and Florence in particular have always been a land of art and fashion. The 
most important personalities in the world of art, in all its expressions and forms, were born 
and have worked here. Painting and sculpture, as well as fashion and design, have contributed 
to making our country even more famous all over the world. For this reason, the Accademia 
necessarily had to include a study area where to teach these subjects, both theoretically 
and through practical labs. The Fine Arts Department offers courses in drawing, painting, 
sculpture and book restoration, while the Fashion and Design Department offers courses in 
the history of fashion, textile draping and design.

Fine Arts department:
• Drawing
• Painting
• Sculpture
• Appreciation of Antique
• Restoration of Paper 

Fashion and Design department:
• Draping
• History of Fashion
• Design on Textile

A RT
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Living in Florence in the human-scale city...
Life as a student takes shape
Young people from around the world have always been fascinated by Florence. 
This has been the case since the aftermath of the flood that hit the city in 1966, when young 
people came in thousands to try and recover the flooded works of art. 
The Angels of Mud - as the young volunteers who rescued the artistic heritage of Florence 
were called - helped to save precious books, sculptures and hundreds of paintings, inspired 
by a common spirit of solidarity. 
“I live in the world, Florence is also my hometown” : these words of Ted Kennedy embody 
more than anything else the idea of Florence as part of the collective imagination, an idea 
which still lives on today. 
Florence is not a metropolis, and even to call it a big city would be a bit daring; in fact, it is 
human scale city: its historic centre was included in the World Heritage List in 1982 and it is 
here that you’ll find some of the most prestigious architectural masterpieces in the world, 
which have contributed to the fame of Florence.
Art has always had a prominent role; yet, while it is true that Florence is an open-air museum, 
it is also true that over the years it has been able to capitalize on its own location and 
characteristics, becoming a university city that attracts young people from around the world. 
Florence is located in a favourable position because of its proximity to seaside resorts 
though also to mountains and hills, and enjoys a mild climate throughout the year.
The Florentines, who may initially appear a bit gruff and reserved, can easily open up and 
make young foreigners feel part of this city. 
Florence is a safe city and, thanks to its public transport network (buses and tramways) it 
is very easy to move around, even on foot or by bike, given also the small size of its historic 
centre.
The pride of the local tradition is the Tuscan cuisine, known worldwide for its simple 
and tasty dishes prepared with great skill:  Pappa al Pomodoro, Ribollita, the Florentine 
steak, tripe and Lampredotto, just to name a few dishes. All dishes can be accompanied by 
fine wines such as Brunello di Montalcino, Nobile di Montepulciano, Chianti Classico and 
Vernaccia di San Gimignano.

F A S H I O N
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The school: studying at an avant-gard school
The Accademia Europea di Firenze is located in the heart of the city. 
The headquarters in Via Roma and the branch in Borgo Santi Apostoli, just a few steps from 
the main monuments of the city, are exclusive premises that offer, thanks to fully equipped 
classrooms and technical laboratories, cutting-edge study areas which are designed to make 
their use as pleasant as possible.
The School has spacious and bright classrooms with computers, projectors, surround sound 
audio systems, DVD players, magnetic boards, giant screens.  All the school premises offer 
free wireless connection to students. 
There are three cinema halls-classrooms that are perfect for watching  films and 
documentaries thanks to their equipment and structure; the school also has a large library 
with many books in Italian and in major foreign languages,   available for both consultation 
and loan. 
The headquarters in Via Roma house the music laboratory with a piano and electronic 
keyboard. The school also has a prestigious collection of musical scores from different 
historical periods.
The branch in Borgo Santi Apostoli has a fully equipped art laboratory for courses in painting, 
drawing and clay sculpture.
The teaching material is produced by the Accademia though it is properly integrated as 
instructed by teachers, in order to meet the needs of the curricula. 

Extracurricular activities:
AEF teachers will guide students through the discovery and exploration of Florence 
and several other historically significant and beautiful Italian cities. Tours will include 
visits to major monuments located in several chosen locations. Destinations are 
selected depending on the season and the presence of events of particular interest, such 
as exhibitions, special openings of museums and monuments, festivals and other 
events.
Depending on the season, the excursions might include farms that produce olive oil and 
wine or other typical Italian products. Students might have the opportunity to experience 
olive oil and wine tastings, along with harvest and olives pick up.
During spring and summer, the school offers also boat trips on the Arno River, a unique 
opportunity to see the city from a completely different perspective and to take unbelievable 
souvenir photos of its monuments.
Walking tours
The students, accompanied by AEF teachers, will discover the most interesting aspects of 
every day life in Florence. The cultural norms of society and Italian tradition will become 
secondary.
Lectures
Students can attend lectures in art, history, music, literature and politics, held in Italian 
language by teachers of AEF.  The teachers involved are experts in the subjects selected and 
in communicating with foreign students. Some lectures will be focused on the Italian Opera 
and will include explanation and guided listening of the most famous Italian Operas, under 
the guidance of an expert musicologist.
Cinema 
Weekly meetings focused on classical and contemporary Italian cinema.  The selection of the 
movies will be based on specific thematic areas (as the directors, the period, the subject). 
The projection is in Italian language with Italian subtitles and each movie is introduced by 
AEF teachers or staff members. 
Cooking classes and tastings
Each week students will participate in wine and food events, such as tastings of the most 
important Italian and Tuscan wines or cooking classes under the guidance of professional 
chefs. The proposed menus or wine selections are different for each lesson/tasting and are 
chosen according to the period of the year.
During spring and summer, students can also visit ice cream laboratories.  The visits includes 
the active partecipation of the group in the making of various types of ice cream.
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“Let men of art and science come therefore

to increase Florence’s wealth and splendor!

Let  Arnolfo come from the castle of  Val d ’Elsa

to build his beautiful tower!

and let Giotto come from the leafy Mugello,

and the courageous merchant Medici!”
 

From Gianni Schicchi, G. Puccini 1918
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Accademia Europea di Firenze
via Roma, 4 - 50123 - Florence - Italy

Tel. +39 055 21 15 99 - Fax +30 055 23 99 94

www.aefirenze.it

Revisione 1 catalogo corsi accademia 08.05.2011
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