
CENTRO DI LINGUA E CULTURA ITALIANA 
PER STRANIERI



ITALIAN FOR FOREIGNERS SINCE 1986

MILAN: ITALY’S MOST INTERNATIONAL CITY

Il Centro is an Italian language school for foreigners that was 
founded in 1986 in Milan; Italy’s economic and financial capital, 
full of opportunities for work and study, a city of art and design, 
culture and fashion.
Since it was founded, the school has offered flexible pathways 
for learning the Italian language. We design personalised 
courses for our students that help them to learn a practical 
Italian, applicable in day-to-day life and at the workplace, with 
continuous tutorship in their study of both language and
culture: The school’s warm, welcoming environment supports 
and sustains the human element of the learning process.

Milan is a metropolis steeped in history and culture, famous for 
the Duomo Cathedral, Da Vinci’s splendid “The Last Supper”, the 
evocative Sforzesco Castle and La Scala, world-renowned temple 
to the bel canto. Milan also boasts a buzzing night-life: with its many 
bars, restaurants, nightclubs and venues. At the same time, Milan 
is a city full of secret histories: Unlike some of Italy’s other tourist 
hotspots, it keeps its’ hidden treasures firmly under wraps - ready 
to captivate whoever discovers them. In the streets and courtyards 
just around the corner from its’ famous attractions, an alternate 
Milan waits to be discovered.

SOME INSIDER TIPS TO GET TO KNOW IT:

A night-out with the 
young Milanese at the 
Columns of San Lorenzo

A wine-tasting session in 
an enoteca in the 
charming Sant’Ambrogio
neighbourhood

Relaxing during a cruise 
along the Naviglio Grande 
canal, stopping for some 
ossobuco and risotto alla 
Milanese at an osteria along 
the riverbank

MILAN

Enjoying a breath
of fresh air at the Bar 

Bianco in Milan’s Public 
Gardens, snacking with a 
marocchino (coffee).

A bike-ride along the 
Martesana canal

Setting out on a Sunday-
morning stroll through the 
evocative winding streets 
of the city’s historical 
centre

Admiring Pollaiolo’s “Portrait 
of a Young Girl” in the Poldi 
Pezzoli museum

Leaving the museum
and getting lost in the
nearby “golden rectangle”,
home to Milan’s haute couture
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Level according to the Com-
mon European Framework 

of Reference for Languages

Corresponding level 
at Il Centro

Elementary 1 Preliminary

Elementary 2

Access

Achiever

Intermediate 1

Intermediate 2

Advanced 1 Communicator

Advanced 2
Expert

 Mastery

LEARNING AMIDST ART, FASHION
AND CULTURE

The school is located at Via Ponte Vetero 21, in a period 
building dating back to the 18th century. Placed in one of 
the most charming and evocative neighbourhoods
of Milan, it is minutes away from the city’s main attractions: 
Brera Art Gallery, La Scala opera house, Duomo Cathedral 
and the famous “golden rectangle”
of fashion. Brera is the artists’ neighbourhood of Milan and 
is home to many cultural events as well as a vibrant night-
scene – an outstanding starting point to discover the city 
and all it has to offer.

The school’s didactic method places the individual firmly in the centre 
of the learning process. We have aligned ourselves with the affective-
humanistic approach as it allows us to make the most of each individual 
student, their background and their abilities. Rather than simply 
suggesting a course to follow, we design educational pathways
with lessons, activities and continuous tutorship from enrolment right 
through to the end of their studies, with highly qualified teachers 
trained in the most innovative techniques.
The schools’ permanent staff, highly qualified and trained in the very 
latest teaching techniques and with the guidance of our didactic 
director, collaborate together on a regular basis to create new learning 
materials and hone teaching techniques.

OUR METHOD

The organisation and didactic content of all offered 
levels is based upon the guidelines of the CEF (Common 
European Framework).

THE LEVELS



COURSES

STANDARD GROUP COURSES

COMBINED COURSES

EVENING COURSES

•	 Courses begin at the start of each calendar month – 
however it is possible to join a course at any time (except 
for complete beginners).

•	 A level test is provided upon enrolment to ensure that 
each student is placed in the appropriate course.

•	 Classes have an average of 6-7 students and are strictly 
limited to a maximum number of 10 participants.

•	 Each academic hour lasts 60 minutes.
•	 No registration fee.

These are fully-immersive courses, that use carefully selected audio-visual
materials to move from the spoken language to grammar. The goal is to 
enable the students to interact in Italian in their day-to-day life as soon 
as possible. We organise standard courses for all levels of proficiency in 
Italian. Our standard courses that take place in the morning (GM24, GM40,
GM80) last for a total of 20, 40 or 80 hours per month (2 or 4 hours per
day, 3 or 5 days per week). 

These courses are designed for those who want to focus on progressing 
as quickly as possible in their language studies (e.g. over a 1-2 week 
period), making the most of time on hand. They comprise of 4 hours of 
group lessons per day, followed by 1 hour of private tuition daily, in which
the material studied in class can be reviewed and strengthened, or 
time can be spent on specialised vocabulary and register (economic, 
financial, legal, scientific, artistic etc.).

Lessons are held just twice (GS45) or three times (GS60) per 
week, with each cycle lasting for 10 weeks. The methodology used 
is identical to that of our standard group courses.

INDIVIDUAL LESSONS

CORPORATE COURSES

COURSES VIA SKYPE

SPECIALISED COURSES

Our individual courses can be intensive and/or long-term, with 
an entire course built around the needs and time restraints of 
the student.
Lessons can be held at Il Centro or at the home of the student: 
The length of the course depends on the learning objectives 
and is decided upon during the initial test/meeting with the 
student.

Corporate courses can be arranged for both individuals and groups,
on either an intensive or a long-term basis.
Lessons can take place at the school, or in accordance with the 
requirements of the firm, at the workplace of the participants.
The length and content of the program are decided by the company,
with the assistance of our didactic team and subject to the requirements
of the students.

The program simultaneously addresses both the spoken and written
language, using conversation and specially designed online didactic
activities, selected according to the level of the student: from reading
exercises to comprehension of audio and video. These courses allow
students to continue practicing and studying Italian at home, in the
office or even abroad. On request, specialised lessons in sector-based
language can also be arranged.

We organise specialised individual and group courses, dedicated 
to aspects of Italian language and culture that are not studied in 
depth in normal language courses.

• Fashion / Design / Art / Music courses
• Italian pronunciation course
• Standard / Commercial writing courses
• Preparation courses for CILS/CELI examinations
• Reading / conversation courses
• Special interest courses (upon request)
• Cooking courses



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

TEACHER TRAINING

ACCOMMODATION

AWARDS

We provide each of our students with a personalised 
itinerary, helping them to discover the language and 
culture of Italy and Milan. For this reason, in addition to, 
class-based lessons, we regularly organise free extra-
curricular activities for students of the school.
•	 Language-based activities (pronunciation, writing, 

vocabulary, grammar)
•	 Culture-based activities (Guided tours, film 

screenings, treasure hunts around the Brera zone, 
etc.)

•	 Gastronomic activities

We regularly organise both training and refresher courses for teachers of
Italian as a second language, designed and held by our didactic director
emphasizing the methodology of the school: the importance of direct
cooperation and the pleasure of working with others.

For the duration of the student’s course, the school offers  logistical
support in the search for accommodation, offering the following
options:
•	 Private room (with shared kitchen and bathroom)
•	 Homestay with half-board
•	 Studio apartments
•	 Bed & Breakfasts
•	 Hotels

Il Centro is officially authorised by the Italian Ministry of Public
Education and is ISO 9001/2008 Certified (in conformance with 
the International Standards for Quality Management Systems). We 
are a founding member of ASILS (Association of Schools of Italian 
and a Foreign Language) and are part of the Tandem International 
network, as well as that of Eduitalia and iLUSS. Our courses are 
approved by Sweden’s CSN Lund-Sweden and are recognised by 
the German Federal States for Bildungsurlaub.
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www.scuola-italiano-milano.com


