
 

Things to do in Guanajuato  

Guanajuato is a beautiful mountain colonial town which used to be a major silver mining town; 

in fact, many of the mines are still active. Considered by many to be the most beautiful city in 

Mexico, it has a network of underground tunnels serving as roads and boasts a wealth of fine 

colonial era Spanish architecture. There are a large number of landmarks to visit as well as 

several mines which are obviously an important part of the city’s history. Additionally, there 

are plenty of museums for those more interested in cultural visits. 

Festival Cervantino 

Every year in the month of October the famous Festival Cervantino is held in honor of the 

illustrious author Miguel de Cervantes, with a variety of national and international cultural and 

artistic events.  

During the celebration of the International Cervantes Festival a torrent of the most 

outstanding works in music, opera, theatre, dance, plastic arts, cinema and literature take over 

all of Guanajuato, making it a privileged destination for thousands of people coming from all 

over Mexico and the entire world. Today there are very few countries that have not 

participated in this festival, through the participation of their foremost artists. 

Independence Route 

The Mexican Independence Movement got its start more than 200 years ago. In 1810, a 

Roman Catholic priest by the name of Miguel Hidalgo delivered his now infamous Grito de 

Dolores (Cry of Dolores) in the town of Dolores in Guanajuato state. Ordering the church bells 

to be rung, Hidalgo called for the end of 300 years of Spanish rule in Mexico. 

Mexico’s Independence route starts in colonial Guanajuato. The first major victory against the 

Spanish was won at the Alhondiga de Granaditas, a former granary.  

Next stop is the town of Dolores, which has since been renamed Dolores Hidalgo in honor of 

Miguel Hidalgo. The road from Guanajuato to the town of Dolores Hidalgo passes by the La 

Valenciana silver mine, a source of much wealth and prosperity throughout Guanajuato 

history. 

Spas and springs 

Guanajuato is located on Mexico’s high plateau where valleys alternate with mountain ranges. 

It also has an extensive network of rivers and lakes. 

Springs and spas are to be found over a large part of this territory, with its temperate climate 

that turns hot in the spring months, before the arrival of the rainy season. 

Visit the state ruins 

4 new archeological zones are open to the public: Plazuelas, Peralta, Cañada de la Virgen and 

El Cóporo. 
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City of mines 

Silver was first discovered in Mexico’s Bajio region in the mid-1600s. A century later, 

Guanajuato was the leading center of silver mining in the world and today, both the city of 

Guanajuato and its adjacent mines are designated UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

The village of La Valenciana is located on the northern edge of Guanajuato and is home to the 

La Valenciana mine, once one of the richest and most productive silver mines in the world.  

Silver mining at La Valenciana brought great wealth to the region and magnificent churches 

and mansions were built with the riches. Located just outside the entrance to the La 

Valenciana mine, the 18th century Templo de San Cayetano de La Valenciana (San Cayetano 

Church) stands as a monument to the wealth of the mine. Step inside to admire the church’s 

ornate interior with gilded altars, intricate carvings and enormous paintings dating to the 19th 

century. 

 

Shopping in Guanajuato: Pottery 

High quality majolica pottery is manufactured in the city of Guanajuato. In the centre of the 

city you will find crafts shops where it is possible to purchase silver and gold jewelry: the 

traditional “pajaritos” jewelry and baroque silverwork. 

Réservez au plus bas prix dans le monde entier à:
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