
Graduate Preparation Program

COURSE FACTSHEET

Who is this course for?

The Graduate Preparation Program is designed 

to prepare students for the intellectual and 

linguistic demands of graduate-level study in 

the USA. 

Key Facts

 Start dates:  11 Jan, 4 April, 20 June, 19 

September 2016

 Locations offered:  

 

 Level:  Minimum TOEFL iBT 0 (Beginner), 

completed undergraduate degree

 Length:  1 – 7 terms

 Lessons:  25+ hours per week (plus 12 -15 

hours of independent coursework)

 Maximum class size:  15

 Minimum age:  21

 Learning outcomes: 

à  Raise English to level required for graduate 

study

à  Gain study skills required for a graduate 

degree

Course structure and content

The Graduate Preparation Program offers an integrated approach for developing the essential  

skills needed for graduate level studies in a US university.  Key academic skills, including reading 

academic texts, graduate level writing, study skills, and research techniques. Students are exposed 

to authentic content from a variety of fields and are given the opportunity to further explore topics  

in their specific subject of study. Students work on a research project that relates to their chosen  

field of study.

Program Content

1. English for Academic Study

The program will enable students to:

à  Use the style of language and vocabulary 

appropriate for graduate level coursework

à  Apply techniques and strategies for 

completing advanced academic reading and 

listening tasks 

à  Expand their vocabulary, especially in 

relation to their field of study

à  Evaluate facts and information from a wide 

range of texts

à  Analyze factual information clearly and 

coherently, orally and in writing

à  Critique the main argument in a text or 

presentation

à  Relate new ideas and information to personal 

experiences logically and confidently

à  Challenge the ideas of others, present and 

defend contrasting views in a manner 

appropriate for academic contexts

à  Write an extended graduate level research 

paper in their field of interest

2. Study, Organizational, and Functioning Skills

This program will enable students to:

à  Set short and long-term goals to manage time 

and deadlines established by professors; 

establish personal deadlines 

à  Take clear, concise notes and organize them 

into different components for use in research

Continued overleaf æ

Outcomes

à  English language proficiency level appropriate for graduate studies

à  Time management, organizational, and coping skills for independent learning

à  Ability to synthesize information and relate it to personal experiences and perspectives

à  Experience creating original, well-supported theses that expand upon existing information

à  Sophisticated reading skills, such as skimming for themes and targeted reading for details

à  Expanded knowledge in specific field of interest, including research topics and vocabulary

à  Interpersonal skills necessary to build relationships with student peers and faculty

Pathways and progress

On average, students progress by approximately 10 – 15 points on the TOEFL iBT range  

each term. Fast learners may progress at a quicker rate. Students who proceed  

slower than the average rate can easily follow an additional term  

until they achieve the required level.
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COURSE FACTSHEET

Course structure and content (continued)

à  Glean meaning from readings quickly and 

efficiently

à  Use grammar and style conventions required 

for graduate level papers

à  Work in groups to complete projects 

successfully

à  Navigate the US graduate school application 

process, including writing a personal 

statement or letter of intent

3. Graduate Seminars

Sample topics include but are not limited to:

à  Networking: How to socialize like a 

professional

à  Customizing your resume/CV to standout in 

your field

à  Conference etiquette 

à  Delivering a dynamic lecture

à  Fundamentals of Successful Project 

Management 

à  Reading the Room: Developing Emotional 

Intelligence

à  Time management

à  Research Techniques

à  Business or Economics? How to choose a 

major

4. Test Preparation: GRE, GMAT, TOEFL

Minimum level required for test preparation: 

Kings Level 5. This component is delivered via 

online modules.

à  Introduction to the structure of the test and 

format 

à  Skills training: listening, speaking, reading, 

writing

à  Development of test-taking strategies

à  Full-length and mini practice tests

Please note, extra tutoring and test preparation 

are available at additional cost.

5. Academic Research & Thesis 

The program will enable students to:

à  Write strong, cohesive papers using 

academically appropriate grammar, 

vocabulary and writing conventions

à  Synthesize information from a variety of 

university-level resources to write 

sophisticated essays

à  Use high-level critical thinking and writing 

skills, such as examining and breaking 

information into parts, making inferences 

and finding evidence to support 

generalizations, presenting and defending 

opinions by making judgments about 

information, validity of ideas or quality of 

work 

à  Critique the work of others and incorporate 

feedback into revisions of their essays
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“  
 Kings staff were very helpful — they helped me  
 to fulfil my application and to find this college,  
 and this program. I didn’t know about this  
 university, and they introduced it to me.  
 They also helped me to do my resume,  
 and also helped me with my TOEFL score.  

”
Lorena Fernandez Oliveira from Brazil studied the Graduate Preparation 
Program at Kings before starting an MBA at Assumption College

“  
 My progression advisor helped me to do the  
 application to get to Assumption College.  
 The application was quite different for me  
 because it’s in English – Thai is my first language.  
 I had to take TOEFL or IELTS and for the  
 application I had to fill in my information.  
 Studying in the US is different because in Thailand  
 we’d just go to the class and then sit down and  
 study, we didn’t have that much discussion.  
 But here students can show what they want to,  
 or share opinions and experiences. It’s good and  
 I think I’ll get used to it. You have to be prepared  
 to learn new things. 

”
Na-Bhattara Ongwaranon from Thailand studied the Graduate 
Preparation Program before starting an MBA at Assumption College
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