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... with a strong focus on quality, attention 
to detail, and a personal service, Mackenzie 

School of English is an independent organisation 
based in the beautiful city of Edinburgh, Scotland’s capital. 

In May 2018 we moved to a new building - an iconic 18th century, 
sandstone church!  

Our new school is traditional, unique and architecturally stunning from the outside. 
Inside, is spacious and modern with a contemporary feel and lots of natural light.  
A perfect learning environment.

Established in 2008...
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Thank you for choosing 
Mackenzie School of English.

Since moving to our fabulous new 
building in May 2018, we have never looked 
back. It was a big undertaking and there was a lot 
of work required to convert what was originally a church 
into a school. But I knew it was the right decision and would be 
worth it, and I wasn’t wrong.

As an organisation with a strong focus on quality and attention to detail, it 
was important that our new building reflected this. We planned every single aspect 
very carefully with you, the student, in mind. We wanted to create the perfect learning 
environment and I think it’s safe to say that we have achieved this.

Student feedback is testament to this. They love the open space and the fact that from the 
outside, it looks historical and architecturally stunning, but inside is very modern, bright and 
fresh.  Another thing that is consistently mentioned in student feedback is how friendly and 
welcoming our team is, from our wonderful activity leaders and our fantastic teachers, to our 
office staff and accommodation officer. They tell us how much they feel at home here, which 
really aides their learning too.

This has always been part of our vision. We want you to feel like you are part of our  
Mackenzie family!

We have a range of course options and regular activities on offer including cultural visits, 
excursions and social events to help you make the most of your time at Mackenzie School. 
Edinburgh is a beautiful and enchanting city and there’s so much to see and do. It has been 
named the second-best tourist destination in the UK and among the top 20 in Europe by 
TripAdvisor in both 2018 and 2019. To add to this, Scottish people are friendly and sociable. 
One thing is for sure – you won’t be disappointed.

Hope to see you soon,
 

 
Chris Moonie
Director

A Word from Our Director

NEW PREMISES  High-speed Wifi (100mb 
SINCE MAY 2018  leased line)

A TRADITIONAL SANDSTONE  
CHURCH BUILDING CONVERSION

TASK-BASED   MODERN FACILITIES 
METHODOLOGY   & BESPOKE DESIGN   
 
FANTASTIC LOCATION IN THE HEART OF VIBRANT LEITH,  
ONE OF EDINBURGH’S TRENDIEST AREAS 
 
COMMUNICATIVE  AN AUTHENTIC       
AND COLLABORATIVE  ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
CLASSES    EXPERIENCE 
 
BRIGHT AND SPACIOUS COMMON ROOM TO STUDY,  
RELAX AND SOCIALISE
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Our lessons are based on TBL (task-based learning) methodology.  
TBL focuses on the use of authentic language and on asking you to do 

meaningful tasks using the target language. 

Such tasks can include visiting a doctor, conducting an interview, or calling customer 
service for help depending on the topic. 

Assessment is primarily based on task outcome (in other words the appropriate completion of 
real world tasks rather than on accuracy of prescribed language forms. 

This makes TBL especially popular for developing target language fluency and confidence.   
You will have lots of opportunity for speaking as well as developing your listening,  
reading and grammar skills. 

Our materials cover a wide range of interesting and engaging topics that involve  
working with your classmates on a variety of projects, requiring you to  

communicate in English.

teaching methodology

At the core of this methodology is the ‘task’. This is a communicative, collaborative 
activity, which has a clear outcome. 

These tasks allow you to use your existing language skills, pushing you to recall previously 
learned grammar, lexis and functions. Task-based lessons give you the freedom to use the 
widest possible range of language to complete the task.

creative tasks 
preparing & presenting a role-play 
problem solving 
ranking a series of options 
storytelling

examples of 
this are: 
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OUR courses

Interesting, engaging 
topics with a wide 
range of tasks: 

PRESENTATIONS 
DEBATES 
SURVEYS 
CREATIVE ACTIVITIEs

development of skills  
to take you beyond 
the classroom: 

critical thinkinG 
problem solving 
teamwork 
communication 
confidence

Our General English courses 
are designed for people who 
want to improve fluency and 
accuracy.

This course will benefit 
you if you are learning for 
work, study or personal 
development.

Like the General English option, 
this course is designed for people 
that want to improve fluency 
and accuracy but with the added 
opportunity to focus on an area of 
weakness in the afternoon.

Afternoon classes are less 
structured and student lead. Your 
teacher will ask you to complete 
a needs analysis to find out what 
you want to learn and plan the 
classes accordingly.

GENERAL ENGLISH

INTENSIVE ENGLISH

15 hours per week, Monday to Friday 
Start any Monday 
Morning classes 09:00 – 10:30, 11:00 – 12:30 
Maximum 14 students per class, average of 8 
minimum age 18yrs

22.5 hours per week, Monday to Friday 
Start any Monday 
Morning classes 09:00 – 10:30, 11:00 – 12:30 
afternoon class 13:30 – 15:00 
Maximum 14 students per class average of 8 
minimum age 18yrs

8



This course is our most 
intensive experience. 

With 6 hours of tuition each day, you can maximise your learning by 
focussing completely on your studies. 

Your morning classes focus on communication, using tasks and engaging activities 
focussing on the world around you. In the afternoons, you get extra support from a 
teacher on what you would like to develop. Our teachers will ask you to complete a 
needs analysis to find out how best to help you!

30 hours per week, Monday to Friday 
Start any Monday 
Morning classes 09:00 – 10:30, 11:00 – 12:30 
afternoon class 13:30 – 15:00, 15:30 – 17:00 
Maximum 14 students per class average of 8 
minimum age 18yrs

    Super-intensive ENGLISH

Our English Plus course includes 
15 hours of General English 
for those looking to improve 
fluency and accuracy and in the 
afternoon session you will focus 
on a specialist topic dependent 
on your needs or interests, 
developing both language and 
skills.

Topics available include: 
Culture & Etiquette 
Leadership 
Hospitality & Tourism 
Work Place &  
Job applications / Job search

English PLUS 

20 hours per week, Monday to Friday 
Start any Monday 
Morning classes 09:00 – 10:30, 11:00 – 12:30 
afternoon classes 13:30 – 14:30 
Maximum 14 students per class 
average of 8 in mornings and 4 in Afternoon 
minimum age 18yrs

Our IELTS preparation course 
consists of General English 
classes in the morning where 
you will develop fluency and 
accuracy. 

In the afternoon sessions, 
you will focus exclusively on 
the language skills and exam 
techniques required to give you 
the best chance of getting the 
score you need for university  
or work. 

Note: This course does not 
include the exam. When you 
are ready, we can assist you 
to register for the exam at the 
Edinburgh exam centre.

The Occupational 
English Test is an international 

English language test for the healthcare sector.

It assesses the language communication skills of healthcare professionals who 
wish to register and practise in an English-speaking environment. Mackenzie School is 
the Edinburgh venue for the OET examination in partnership with International House 
London. Check our website for dates and prices or call for more information: 
 on +44 131 555 5315 or email info@mackenzieschool.com

 
Our One-to-One course can 

be completely tailor made according to your 
needs and objectives. This course will benefit students who have a 

particular focus or goal or a desire to learn intensively. 
 

Contact us by email at: info@mackenzieschool.com or call on +44 131 555 5315 to 
discuss your requirements or for more information.

Get ready for IELTS
4 & 8 week course options available  
refer to our website for course start dates 
 22.5 hours per week, Monday to Friday  
Morning classes 09:00 – 10:30, 11:00 – 12:30 
afternoon classes 13:30 – 15:00 
Minimum level required is B1 
Maximum 14 students per class  
average of 8 in mornings and 4 in Afternoon 
minimum age 18yrs

OET EXAM

ONE-TO-ONE



Getting the right 
accommodation is important

We want you to be comfortable 
during your stay. There are various 

accommodation options available in Edinburgh 
depending on the time of year you travel. 

More and more students are arranging accommodation 
independently through organisations such as AirBnb but it’s entirely 

up to you.  We can book for you or we are happy to give you guidance or 
advice  if you prefer to be independent.

Accommodation

Living with one of our local hosts is an excellent way to 
improve your fluency because you are forced to speak 
English every day. Homestay offers an authentic British 
cultural experience where you can pick up new language, 
gain local knowledge and learn about our way of life.

Student homestays are organised internally, we do not 
use an accommodation agency. This means that the hosts 
work directly with Mackenzie School and we know them 
personally. Our hosts are welcoming and friendly and ready 
to help you make the most of your time in Edinburgh.

HOMESTAY

Student residence Opened in 2015 and located on Leith Walk, this is a 
great location for walking to school and accessing the 
city centre. Options include double ensuite rooms with 
shared kitchen and living area, private apartments for 
larger groups or families, and en-suite studios with private 
kitchen and living area. All rooms are ensuite with 120cm 
wide, small double beds, fresh linen, access to kitchen 
facilities and living areas with TV. Guests can make use of 
free WiFi access throughout the building.  

This option is only available in summer. Contact us with 
your requirements to check availability and confirm prices 
–  info@mackenzieschool.com

Over the years we have developed strong partnerships with 
some local, independent B&B / Guesthouses and have some 
really good options in terms of location, standard and price. 
All rooms are ensuite and include breakfast.

Prices vary depending on the time of year so contact us 
with your requirements to check availability and price – 
info@mackenzieschool.com

B&B/Guesthouse

If your course is 6 months or longer this option offers a totally 
independent style of living with other students or professionals. 
Rented apartments normally consist of a private room with shared 
bathroom, kitchen and lounge. 

Prices vary depending on the residential area, length of lease and type of property. 
Email info@mackenzieschool.com for more information.

Shared private 
apartment

 You can 
choose  

from the  
following:

Homestay – single room or twin room 
Student residence –  
     single en-suite bedroom with  
     shared living room and kitchen 
B&B or guesthouse
Private apartment –  
     a room in a shared flat  
     with other students
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Edinburgh is Scotland’s capital city and is the perfect destination for a 
study trip.

You can’t help falling in love with this majestic city with its medieval 
Old Town, elegant Georgian New Town and towering extinct volcanoes 
offering breath-taking views of the city! Edinburgh Castle is home to 
Scotland’s Crown Jewels and the Stone of Destiny, as well as stunning 
views of the entire city. 

You might not know this, but Edinburgh also hosts 
the world’s largest arts festival – ‘The Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe’ – which takes place every 
August for three weeks. It boasts street 
performers, comedy shows, and gigs 
in venues throughout the city – 
it’s not to be missed!

EDINBURGH
 

 
Our school 

is in Leith,  
an area like no other. 

Just over a mile from the 
city centre and Princes Street 

but with its own distinct character. 
Leith is a hub of lively cafés and restaurants, 

creativity, community events and cultural diversity.
 

Resting on the shores of the Firth of Forth and having 
served as Edinburgh’s port for hundreds of years, the original 

harbour has welcomed many travelling kings and queens, including 
Mary Queen of Scots and King George IV. 

Today, Leith is a vivacious area jam-packed with quaint cafés, cool drinking 
spots and top restaurants boasting some of Scotland’s finest chefs. 
 
Its eclectic mix of people and cultures make each visit a unique experience.

Leith

Hidden gems:
Stewart’s Dockside Tap
Out of the Blue Drill Hall
Edinburgh Gin distillery
Sheeps Heid Pub
Portobello Baths

Voted ‘Favourite UK City’ by 
The Guardian and Observer 
for 13 years in a row!
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Our fun and varied social programme is an integral part of your experience. It not only 
provides a platform for you to learn about new cultures but also encourages your language 
learning outside of the classroom.

Hang out with other students from around the world  and our friendly staff 
in a relaxed environment on one of our regular afternoon or evening 
activities.  There’s something for everyone, whether it’s a  hike 
up Edinburgh’s very own extinct volcano,  Arthur’s Seat, to 
admire the city’s astounding  skyline, an in-depth tour 
of the Royal Mile’s  secrets, or an evening at the 
pub with live music!  

Most local activities are free, 
although some incur a small 
fee to cover costs.

TAKE YOUR LANGUAGE 

OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM...

SOCIAL & CULTURAL 

ACTIVITIES 

Top 5 free things to do:
Climb Arthurs Seat
Water of Leith
National Museum of Scotland
Scottish Parliament
Portobello Beach

Journey times (Walking):
Edinburgh Waverley Train Station: 25 minutes 
Edinburgh Castle: 35 minutes 
The Royal Mile: 30 minutes 
Princes Street: 25 minutes 
Royal Yacht Britannia: 10 minutes
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accommodation / supplements PER WEEK

single / twin room HomeStay (Bed, Breakfast and Dinner) £196/£175

student residence (self-catering) from £230

b&b / guesthouse from £245

apartment on request

special diet supplement in homestay (coeliac, gluten free, vegan) £30

transfers from edinburgh airport available if required £50 each way

accommodation placement fee £40

pricEs
Number of Weeks of Study

hours 
per week

2–4 5–8 9–12 13+ 

General English
AM: 09:00 –10:30, 11:00 – 12:30

15 £185 £180 £175 £170

Intensive English
AM: 09:00 –10:30, 11:00 – 12:30
PM: 13:30 –15:00

22.5 £255 £250 £245 £240

Super Intensive English
AM: 09:00 –10:30, 11:00 –12:30
PM: 13:30 –15:00, 15:30 – 17:00

30 £315 £310 £305 £300

English Plus 
AM:  09:00 –10:30, 11:00 –12:30 
General english
PM: 13:30 –14:30 Options:
- culture & ETIQUETTE
- leadership
- hospitality & tourism
- work plaCE & job search

20 £230 £225 £220 £215

Get Ready for IELTS*
AM: 09:00 –10:30, 11:00 – 12:30 
general english
PM: 13:30 –15:00 exam prep  
* CHECK WEBSITE FOR IELTS PREP COURSE DATES

22.5 £255 £250 £245 £240

One-To-One per hour £50

Registration fee £45

Main Attractions:
Edinburgh Castle £17.50 
Holyrood Palace £15.00 
The Royal Yacht Britannia £16.50 
Edinburgh City Sightseeing Tour £16

Typical Costs:
Bus Pass (Day Ticket) £4 
Just Eat Cycles (Day Pass) £4 
Coffee £2.50 
Cinema £10
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mackenzieschool.com

E: info@mackenzieschool.com

T: +44 131 555 5315

71 Constitution Street 

Edinburgh  EH6 7AF

  Scotland  UK


