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SEC was founded in 2005 and is a member of the 
Education Ministry of the State of Jalisco, of 
“México Sí” (the Mexican Association Spanish 
Institutes), and of ALTO (Association of Language 
Travel Organizations). Together, our teachers 
gather over 30 years of experience in teaching 
Spanish as a foreign language. They are all 
accredited. 

O�ering comprehensive Spanish classes for all 
levels and an introduction to the Mexican culture 
and its traditions, we also organize extra 
academic activities such as traditional Mexican 
cooking classes or Latin rhythms workshops, as 
well as numerous social events: we want our 
students to have a dynamic experience to deepen 
the knowledge of the Spanish language.

Our mission is to share our culture’s arts, colors, flavors, sights, smells and experiences so that 
learning the Spanish language arises in a natural way, waking up the Latin within, in order to 
give each student a piece of Mexico they can take with them forever.

THE SPANISH EXPERIENCE CENTER:

OUR MISSION
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OUR TEAM

“¡Hola! I am Enrique Jiménez, director and teacher at SEC. 
I like to go out on field trips with my students, and to use music, flavors and 
smells in my classes. We sometimes go to the supermarket, restaurants and 
bars; that’s easy, fun, fast and real. I like to teach practical things.”

“Hello! My name is Susana Chávez and I am the one processing all the 
bookings, invoices, and accommodation related duties. 
My job also consists in listening to the students and answering all the questions 
they might have before, during and a�er their stay, in regards to the school and 
Puerto Vallarta. I love to share the Mexican Culture with the people who come 
to Mexico.

“Hi! My name is Saraí Ramírez and I am a Spanish teacher. I love my lessons to 
be fun, practical and well attended by the student, so I prepare activities with 
visuals, songs, knowledge of Mexican culture, reading newspapers or magazi-
nes, visiting museums, the market, the cemetery or the supermarket. I have 
worked at the school since its opening and have been a teacher for 17 years!”

Hola, my name is Eva Kopečková and I am from Prague, Czech Republic, I am in 
charge of the marketing of the school. Many years ago I fell in love with Mexico 
and it all started in its heart, Guanajuato.  It took me nearly 10 years to come 
back but it was worth it. I felt like I am coming back home. I love beautiful 
places and that is why I chose Puerto Vallarta. New friends, new experiences,  
sun, boats, fresh cocos, beautiful hidden beaches, tacos del Carboncito... all of 
that will bring you the best memories full of adventure and will make you feel 
good. So, my message to all of you. „Live your life and live your dreams. It can 
all start with us in Spanish Experience Center.“

Enrique Jiménez
Director General and teacher

Susana Chávez
Head of Administration

Saraí Ramírez
Head of studies and Teacher

Eva Kopečková
Marketing Manager and Agencies Coordinator
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FACILITIES

NOCHE DE GUATEQUE
Every week, we organize an o�-campus social event: along with 
providing an opportunity to socialize with classmates, these occasions 
also give our students the opportunity to sharpen their language skills 
while immersed in the Mexican culture. Each week is di�erent: going 
to a bar, to the theatre, the movies, releasing turtles, to a tequila 
tasting, to see traditional dances, or to take part in celebrations 
organized by the city of Puerto Vallarta, the possibilities are endless.

EL DÍA DE LA CRUZ
Hike to El Cerro de la Cruz with beautiful view. Nice exercise with walk 
tour through Puerto Vallarta. We will together discover hidden places 
of Puerto Vallarta. The activity is organized ones a week.

Other activities as Traditional Mexican cooking classes and Margaritas 
Express.

LUNCH
Every day we o�er to our students 
fresh and delicious Homemade 
Mexican lunch for friendly price.

•  All our teachers are accredited.

•   We work with a variety of material, from books 
Ola of Spanish Experience Center to copies, and 
didactic material. 

•  Our own vocabulary teaching methods.

•  Courteous and professional administration.

•  Assistance with lodging and other services.

•  Max 6 students per class (8 in high season).

•  Traditional Mexican cooking classes.

•  Margarita Day.

Events are also held on site where students can 
practice their Spanish together while reinforcing 

their positive experience in Mexico and 
associating this experience with the school. 
These social events are part of our mission to 
create long term relationships, providing repeat 
business and more importantly, referrals.

      Beautiful building in a renovated traditional 
Mexican hacienda
      Terrace
      8 air-conditioned classrooms
      Free Wi-Fi 
      Fully equipped kitchen 
      4 restrooms and 2 private showers
      Library with books the students can borrow 
(free of charge)
      TV  / Karaoke

OUR SCHOOL
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STARTING DATES
Each Monday of every week throughout the year, 
for all levels (including complete beginners). 

We recommend that the students arrive at 8:15 or 
8:30 on their first day for orientation, to take a 
tour of the school and complete their speaking 
placement test.

Written placement test will be sent to you prior to 
the student's arrival. We kindly ask you to have 
the student complete it and to send it back to us 
at least the week before the first day of classes. 

Classes are held Monday through Friday all year 
long, except during national holidays (as listed 
below).

Our classes are designed in weekly cycles, which 
allows the students to progress at their own pace.

We guarantee a maximum of 6 students per 
class*. This provides each student with the 
individual attention they need to boost their 
chances of acquiring a deeper level of Spanish, 
along with the benefits of learning in a group 
setting. 

Our programs are designed to maximize the 
students’ grammar knowledge by incorporating 
the foundations of the language into 
conversation and didactic activities. By following 
this structure, we provide them with the 
attention and support they need to thrive within 
their own level and mastery of skills.

DELE EXAM
Our school does o�er a DELE preparation course, however we are not a certifying 
center. We will be pleased to assist our students in registering for the exam: there 
is a testing center in Guadalajara, which is easily accessible from Puerto Vallarta.

SIELE EXAM / SEAL EXAM  
Our school is SIELE and SEAL examination center. SIELE is the Servicio 
International de Evaluación de la Lengua Española which certifies electronically 
the command of the Spanish Language proficiency for students and 
professionals.
The Siele Spanish Certificate is recognised by leader International organisations 
related to the Education and language world.

January 1 (Wednesday) - New Year

February 3 (Monday) - Constitution Day

March 16 (Monday) - Benito Juárez´s  Birthday

Abril 10 (Friday) - Good Friday

May 1 (Friday) - Labor Day

September 16 (Wednesday) - Independence Day

November 16 (Monday) - Revolution  Day

December 25 (Friday) – Christmas

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

*8 in high season

2020 NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
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Standard: 15 lessons/week*

09:00 – 11:50 am: 3 grammar lessons

Intensive: 25 lessons/week*

09:00 – 11:50 am: 3 grammar lessons
12:10 - 14:00 pm: 2 conversation classes

Executive: 40 lessons/week*

09:00 – 11:50 am: 3 grammar lessons
12:10 - 14:00 pm: 2 conversation classes
14:30 – 17:20 pm: 3 private lessons

Combination: 15+10 lessons/week*

09:00 - 11:50 am: 3 grammar lessons
12:10 - 14:00 pm: 2 private lessons

Children: 15 or 25 lessons per week*

6 - 11 years old
15: 09:00 – 11:50 am : group lessons
25: 09:00 am  – 14:00 pm: group lessons

Teen: 25 lessons/week*

12 – 17 years old
09:00 am – 14:00pm: group lessons

Private lessons: minimum 2 lessons /day

*1 lesson = 50 minutes
Private executive program, private standard, private 
intensive and private “at home” are available as well. 
Please contact us for more details!

Special programs available 
(o�ered in case of Private classes and Combination Course): 

•  Siele / Seal Preparation Program
•  Dele Preparation Program
•  Sailors Program
•  Travelers Program
•  Spanish Teachers program

OUR PROGRAMS
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MATERIAL
We work with our own instructional material: “Ola” for level 1. 

Materials for the following levels will come out soon. 

We work with an extensive bibliography with the purpose of enriching the class, without forgetting 
all the linguistic skills: speaking, writing, reading, listening and interacting.

The teacher provides the student with all copies and material to use during the class.
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ACCOMODATION
HOST FAMILY
We strongly recommend the option of staying with a Mexican host family, in 
order to make the most of our full immersion program.  Every student is 
placed with a carefully selected family, and experiences the typical lifestyle of 
Mexico. Thanks to the Mexicans’ very friendly and welcoming nature, the 
students will soon become “part of the family” while in Puerto Vallarta. 

Students can select a private or shared room. The family will provide breakfast 
and dinner every day or breakfast only, according to the student’s choice. 
Private bathroom available upon request, at an extra cost. All families are 
located within max. 30 min. from the school
A/C is not available in host families.

INDEPENDENT APARTMENT/HOST RENTAL
If needed, we will provide you with a list of accommodation available for 
rental. Once the student has made their choice.

HOTELS
Vallarta has countless hotel, bed and breakfast, and hostel options. We will be 
happy to provide you with a list of hotels with seasonal rates, and description 
of hotels and the area. *

*Please note that these are completely independent from the school and 
payment and all arrangement cannot be made through the school.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
Gustavo Díaz Ordaz International Airport is located just a 30 minute drive 
north of downtown Puerto Vallarta. Getting there is very safe and convenient. 
The airport is served by more than 20 airlines and is well connected to most 
major airports in North America. With numerous daily flights, getting to Puerto 
Vallarta from anywhere in the world is easy.
*Please note that these are completely independent from the school and 
payment and all arrangement cannot be made through the school.

FARES
Taxi: approx. 35 USD – 30 minutes
Bus: approx. 50 CTS US – 45 minutes
Pick-up from the school: 38 USD one-way, 65 USD both ways
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
Throughout the year, various festivals occur in PV including a 
fireworks symposium, indigenous culture events, gourmet 
festivals, film festivals, art exhibitions, walking city tours, etc. 
There are also a few museums, such as the marine museum 
and the “Museo Rio Cuale”, highlighting the indigenous 
culture.

PUERTO VALLARTA
Puerto Vallarta is a gem, located on the Pacific 
Coast of Mexico, on the same latitude as Maui, in 
Hawaii. With a mix of old Mexico charm and all the 
qualities and infrastructure of a first class beach 
destination, its natural beauty is breathtaking. The 
lush green mountains are to be seen from 
everywhere, as the jungle is jutting to the sky from 
the ocean and towering over the city. 

The heart of Puerto Vallarta is a quaint colonial 
town with traditional haciendas and architecture, 
cobblestone streets and whitewashed buildings. 
Farmers markets, art galleries and handicra� 
contribute greatly to Puerto Vallarta’s unique 
charm. This is also where most of the boutiques, 
bars, clubs and countless restaurants are located, 
making Vallarta’s thrilling nightlife famous.

SPORTS
Thanks to its very special location between the jungle and the 
ocean, there are numerous kinds of sports that can be enjoyed 
around the bay: diving, snorkeling, hiking, swimming, 
trekking, surfing, as well as dancing, yoga, tennis, going to the 
gym, running…

RESTAURANTS & NIGHTLIFE
Most of the restaurants and bars are located in the center, 
within walking distance from the school. PV has a very large 
selection of excellent restaurants and night spots that will suit 
all kinds of tastes; from traditional cheap taco stands down the 
street to refined 5 star gourmet cuisine, the Mexican “cantina” 
to the crazy salsa clubs and trendy lounge bars, there is a place 
to make everyone happy!
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PRACTICAL VALLARTA

WEATHER
Puerto Vallarta enjoys over 300 sunny days a year and 
the average temperature is approximately 83ºF (28ºC).  

MONEY
The o�icial currency in Mexico is the peso (MXN). The rate is currently (June. 2018) 1 USD = 19,5 MXN. It 
can vary from 17 to 21 MXN. 
HSBC, Scotiabank, Banamex, Bancomer and Santander banks are all located downtown; they all have 
ATMs that will accept most credit cards and provide your student with safe, reliable money exchange 
services. Most shops and restaurants accept Visa, Mastecard and American Express, and most accept US 
Dollars as well.

HEALTH
The emergency number (equivalent to 911) is 066. 
There are countless reliable doctors, health centers and excellent hospitals to take care of your student 
in case of an emergency. The dental work is renown to be as good as or better as in the US, and much 
cheaper.

INTERNET
Many Internet cafés are available all around town, providing fast and usually free (or very cheap) Internet 
access. Most restaurants, bars and co�ee shops have high-speed Wi-Fi connections.

WEATHER
Puerto Vallarta enjoys over 300 sunny days a 
year and 
the average temperature is approximately 83ºF 
(28ºC).  

MONEY
The o�icial currency in Mexico is the peso (MXN). The 
rate is currently (June. 2018) 1 USD = 19,5 MXN. It can 
vary from 17 to 21 MXN. 
HSBC, Scotiabank, Banamex, Bancomer and 
Santander banks are all located downtown; they all 
have ATMs that will accept most credit cards and 
provide your student with safe, reliable money 
exchange services. Most shops and restaurants 
accept Visa, Mastecard and American Express, and 
most accept US Dollars as well.

HEALTH
The emergency number (equivalent to 911) is 066. 
There are countless reliable doctors, health centers 
and excellent hospitals to take care of your student in 
case of an emergency. The dental work is renown to 
be as good as or better as in the US, and much 
cheaper.

INTERNET
Many Internet cafés are available all around town, 
providing fast and usually free (or very cheap) 
Internet access. Most restaurants, bars and co�ee 
shops have high-speed Wi-Fi connections.

PRACTICAL VALLARTA
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There are numerous towns and quaint villages that are easily accessible from PV by bus. For example the 
villages of San Sebastián, Talpa,  Mascota, Sayulita y San Pancho can be visited during a day trip, and the 
capital city of the state of Jalisco, Guadalajara, and Tequila make a perfect week-end getaway. The school 
organizes weekend excursions and activities on a regular basis. Students can also choose to book their 
private activities through the school.

EXCURSIONS
OUTSIDE OF VALLARTA
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