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SPANISH WORLD INSTITUTE (SWI) is a Spanish Language School in
Colombia that provides overseas students with Spanish training
regardless their linguistic level. We are an academic institution
where student’s exchange and interaction are the main tools to
learn the new language and get a taste of Colombian culture.

Quality
Spanish World Institute aims to 

provide high quality and effective 
Spanish as a second language 

instruction and a deeper 
understanding of the Colombian 

culture, through cross-cultural 
education, personalized attention 

and dynamic teaching methods in a 
professional and friendly 

environment.

Culture
We facilitate a greater understanding
among people of diverse cultural
backgrounds and reveal the richness of
South American culture, mainly
Colombian.
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 You will have the opportunity to study Spanish in Colombia in 
two different locations which are Bogotá and Cartagena

 In our Spanish school you can keep going without losing your 
learning process due to our Spanish courses are monitored 

and reviewed by our teachers in both locations. We help you 
to set your goals and give you constant advice in your 

process.

 Our Spanish courses in Colombia are personalized, dynamic 
and designed according to the students’ linguistic needs.

 When you take a Spanish course in Colombia with us. we 
ensure that your learning process will be in a dynamic, 

professional and especially friendly way.

 We offer 4 levels of teaching: beginners, elementary, 
intermediate and advanced, plus a DELE exam preparation.

 We use the latest academic tools and follow the values of 
“Instituto Cervantes”.

 Our Spanish lessons in Colombia are based on 60 minutes.

 We organize activities and excursion every week.
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We provide welcome package (Bogotá’s map and guide 
and a list of verbs).

We also have a library where students can borrow 
literature books, movies and videos about Colombia and 

Latin America for a maximum of eight days.

Our school has a wireless internet access for students and 
a video room.

We provide lodging with Colombian families or in shared 
flats with locals as well as in small hotels and bed and 

breakfast, offering further opportunity to practice Spanish 
in a friendly environment.

We provide all students with 24 hours available phone 
number to call in case of emergency.

We have a storage room where students can leave their 
luggage safely when they go travelling.

Our intensive courses are approved by the German 
Bildungsurlaub (an educational program for professional 
and political education offered by several German federal 

states to employees working in Germany).

We support students in volunteer work.
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Bildungsurlaub (educational leave) is an educational program 
for professional or political education offered by several 
German federal states to employees working in Germany.

Employees working in 11 German federal states have the right 
to take one or two paid weeks a year for training in a school 

certified by the governments of Germany’s federal states. It is 
part of the right for annual training and for that reason these 

days are not considered vacation. Schools certified by 
Bildungsurlaub guarantee the quality of service and lodging.

For Spanish World Institute it is an important achievement to 
receive the official Bildungsurlaub recognition in Germany. Our 

intensive courses (min. 30 hours) are certified by 
“Bildungsurlaub”. We offer intensive courses both in general 
Spanish for different levels and Spanish for specific purposes: 

Spanish plus business, D.E.L.E. preparation, and Colombian 
culture. These intensive courses, which last one week, combine 

the learning of this foreign language with cultural, social, 
political and historical topics about Colombia and Latin 

America.
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Best known as the Heroic city, 
Cartagena is located over the

Caribbean sea.  Once South America
most important port, now Cartagena is

a to go place if you want a lovely
holiday experience.  Filled with history

and magical realism, it’s been
recognized as one of the most

insteresting touristic places in the
world. Our branch is located in 

Getsemaní, close to the walled city.

SWI school is situated in Chapinero
Alto,a beautiful residential part of 
Bogotá Colombia. It is located in a 

Colonial house specially refurbished to 
provide a suitable academic environment 

without losing its originality and style.
Our school is close to tourist, cultural 

and business areas, recreation facilities, 
parks and numerous shops and 

restaurants. The Spanish School is also 
easily accessible by buses from any part 

of the city.



 General Spanish

 Business Spanish

 One-to –One Tuition

 D.E.L.E Preparation

 Spanish + Colombian Culture

 Spanish +Salsa Lessons

 Spanish + Excursions
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Course Description

The General Spanish classes concentrate on improving every 
aspect of the language. This course is focused on developing 

the communicative skills: listening, Spoken interaction and 
production, writing, grammar, vocabulary, reading and 

pronunciation.

Our program of studies follows a syllabus which ensures steady 
progress. There is a test every Friday to give you the 

opportunity to check your knowledge; on this course you are 
given homework every day.

The levels of the classes range from complete beginner (A1) to 
proficiency (C2).

Study for: 15, 20, or 30 hours per week
Group Size: Minimum 2 / Maximum 8
Start Date: Any Monday (except Bank Holidays)
Course Length: Flexible, minimum 1 week
Minimum Age: 17
Ideal course for: All – Students, Professionals
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Course Description
This course is ideal for people who study business or work in a 

job that require a good level of Spanish.

This is an intensive course (BS30) which can be taught in group 
or private depending on the number of students enrolled. In the 

morning the students develop general skills, while in the 
afternoon they focus on Spanish for business.

The course develops negotiation workshops, case studies and 
role plays in marketing, finances, and general management. This 

program aims to develop those communicative skills needed in 
the business world.

Study Business Spanish only for: 15 hours per week (only afternoon)

Study Business + General Spanish for:  30 hours per week (20 hours 
general Spanish + 10 hours business Spanish).

Group Size: Minimum 2 / Maximum 8
Start Date: Any Monday (except Bank Holidays)
Course Length: Flexible, minimum 1 week
Minimum Age: 23
Ideal course for: Professionals, Business students
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Course Description

Offered from beginners to advance these classes are taught 
according to the students requirements.

Our one-to-one courses can help you with any area of the Spanish 
language that you would like to improve.

Our one-to-one Spanish lessons provides you with and individual 
course which responds to your unique language needs. The course 
includes a complete needs analysis and a program of work, agreed 
on by the teacher and the student and specialized individual study 

plan will be prepared.

Study for: Flexible hours but usually 5, 10 or 20 hours per week
Group Size: 1
Start Date: Any week day (except Bank Holidays)
Course Length: Flexible, minimum 1 hour
Minimum Age: 17
Ideal course for: All - Professionals, Business students
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Course Description

This course is aimed to prepare those students interested in 
taking the DELE exam in any of its three levels. This course is 

focus on general Spanish classes in the mornings and D.E.L.E. 
preparation in the afternoon.

In class you will concentrate on practice tests-taking techniques, 
exam strategy for the independent and integrated tasks in the 

following parts of the exam: Written production, reading 
comprehension, listening comprehension and oral production.

.

Study D.E.L.E. only for: 15 hours per week
Study D.E.L.E. plus General Spanish for: 30 hours per week (20 hours
general Spanish + 10 hours D.E.L.E preparation)

Group Size: Minimum 2 / Maximum 8
Start Date: Any Monday (except Bank Holidays)
Course Length: Flexible, minimum 1 week
Minimum Age: 17
Ideal course for: University students, professionals
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Course Description

Morning classes concentrate on improving Spanish language 
by working on the skills Speaking, Writing, Listening, Reading 

Comprehension  or Grammar focusing in the classroom on 
using language in real situations; in the afternoon the classes 

are focused on the Colombian customs and culture.

Study for: 30 hours per week (20 hours of general Spanish
+ 10 hours of Colombian culture classes).

Group Size: Minimum 2 / Maximum 8
Start Date: Any Monday (except Bank Holidays)
Course Length: Flexible, minimum 1 week
Minimum Age: 17
Ideal course for: All
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Course Description

This course is based on general Spanish in the morning 
and salsa lessons in the afternoon. The salsa dance class 

Syllabus is very carefully constructed to give you a 
complete learning tool of different steps and its 

variations.

Study General Spanish for: 26 hours per week (20 hours of
general Spanish + 6 hours of salsa
lessons).

Group Size: Minimum 2 / Maximum 8
Start Date: Any Monday (except Bank Holidays)
Course Length: Flexible, minimum 1 week
Minimum Age: 17
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Study General Spanish for: 20 hours of general Spanish
+ 3 afternoon excursions per week.

Group Size: Minimum 2 / Maximum 8
Start Date: Any Monday (except Bank Holidays)
Course Length: Flexible, minimum 1 week
Minimum Age: 17

Conversation

This classes give you extra
practice to help you to learn
to use the new grammar and
vocabulary you have gained.
Your Teacher will provide
error correction to help you
meet your learning goals.

Need Analysis

Each week the teachers
will discuss your needs
and progress so that the
weekly plan is tailored to
your requirements and
achieve your aims.
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School Lessons Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9:00 -

10:00
Lesson 1

Module 

Test

Homework 

check 

Grammar 

review

Homework 

Check

Homework 

check 

Grammar 

review

Homework 

check 

Listening

10:00 -

11:00
Lesson 2

Speaking 

and 

vocabulary

Listening

Speaking 

and 

Vocabulary

Grammar 

and 

Speaking

Pronunciat

ion

11:00 -

11:30
Break (30 minutes)

11:30 -

12:30
Lesson 3 Listening Vocabulary

Speaking 

and 

Vocabulary

Speaking Speaking

12:30 -

13:30
Lesson 4 Writing

Grammar 

and 

Speaking

Grammar

Writing 

and 

Vocabulary

Weekly 

review

13:30 -

14:30
Lunch Break

14:30 -

15:30
Lesson 5

Business 

Spanish

Exam 

Preparatio

n

Colombian 

Cultura

Salsa 

Classes
Activity

15:30 -

16:30
Lesson 6

Business 

Spanish

Exam 

Preparatio

n

Colombian 

Cultura

Salsa 

Classes
Activity

At Home Homework
Vocabulary 

Grammar
Vocabulary Follow up Revision Reading

Course Description

This is a tailored course where students take Spanish classes in 
the mornings and have visits and excursions to tourist places in 

the afternoons and weekends. These trips are organized 
according to the student’s interests and request. Prices of the 

visits and excursions are additional to the course prices.



We organize a range of afternoon and evening activities
accompanied by staff members.  Activities include: pub nights, 

video evenings and parties, visits to theatres, concerts, restaurants, 
as well as other events such festivals, sporting events and dance 
clubs.  Thses activities encourage students to socialize in Spanish.  

At SWI you will have firsthand experience of our culture, and a 
great opportunity to make friends and practice Spanish in a real 

context.
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Spanish World Institute offers the option of living alone or with 
other students and share common amenities.

The accommodation service is an essential component of our 
school. We carefully select host families as well as the other 

options.
The accommodations options we offer are:

Apartments
Host families
Guest Houses

Before arriving in Bogotá, each student receives a short 
description of the type of accommodation. If it is a host family, it 

includes details of the various interests of the family members 
and information about the house and its location. We suggest 
that students complete all the accommodation arrangements 

several weeks before arriving.
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Host Families

The students have the opportunity to live with Colombian 
host families, where they can not only practice the Spanish 
language in a real context but will also have the chance to 

taste the Colombian culture. Students can be provided 
with two meals per day (breakfast and dinner), only 

breakfast.
Meal times with the host family are valuable opportunities 

for students to practice Spanish.

Guest Houses

Spanish World Institute offers the option of living alone or with other 
students and share common amenities. This type of self-catering 

accommodation involves sharing a house and amenities. Some of the 
rooms are single but there is the possibility to share a room with 

other students.
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Apartments
For short, medium or long stay, we offer quiet and modern 

apartments of one or two bedrooms located in the upper class 
neighborhood of Chapinero Alto in a perfect central location: a few 
kilometers away from northern entertainment areas (Zona T, Zona

G, Zona Rosa, Parque 93, Usaquen, Macarena) and historical city 
center (Candelaria). It is a self-catering, which means students must 

purchase and prepare their meals.
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Students coming from the following countries do not require
visitor visa to enter to Colombia if they are planning to study
for less than two (2) months. However once the have arrive in
the country they have to ask for the "Leave to remain
permit".

Germany, Andorra, Antigua y Barbuda, Argentina, Australia,
Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Belice, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Costa Rica, Croatia, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Dominica,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Slovaquia, Spain United States, Philippines,
Finland, France, Greece Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary,
Indonesia, Island, Israel, Italia, Jamaica, Japan, Korea,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malaysia, Malta, México,
Monaco, Norwich, New Zealand, Netherlands, Panama,
Paraguay, Perú, Portugal, United Kingdom e North Ireland, Czech
Republic, República Dominicana, Rumania, Saint Kitts y Nevis,
San Marino, Santa Lucia, San Vicente y las Granadinas, Singapore,
Sweeden, Switzerland, Trinidad y Tobago, Turkey, Uruguay and
Venezuela.

Overseas students have to provide the SWI acceptance letter to 
the immigration officers upon arrival. Students might be asked for 

a return ticket in order to be given the leave to remain permit.

It is advisable that the students have a medical certificate in case 
the immigration authorities or the Colombian embassy ask for it.

Once the students enter into the country (regardless the required 
visa or not) they have 15 days to register in the "Unidad

Administrativa Especial Migración Colombia".

Please note that a student visa does not authorize holders to carry 
other activities into Colombia like working or investing. To do so 

the person needs to ask for the respective visa.



22

Climate
The climate in Colombia is extremely variable and in Bogotá which 

is 2,600 metres above sea level the situation is the same. Overall, it 
is much cooler than the Eastern plains and December, January and 

February are usually the driest months. The average temperature 
for every month of the year is 58 F (14C) but it can reach 80F (27C) 
in the shade on the hotter days and at night it can cool down to as 
low as 38F (3C). It also rains quite a lot but this is usually confined 
to the months between March and November where rain and hail 

storms can be very heavy.

Electricity
Electricity in Colombia operates at 110
volts and plugs are the flat two-pin US
type.

Time Zone
Bogotá uses Eastern Standard Time
which is five hours behind Greenwich
Mean Time.

Currency
The currency used in Bogotá is the peso (Col$). The notes 
come in denominations of 2,000, 5,000, 10,000, 20,000 and 
50,000 pesos and the coins in use are 50, 100, 200, 500, and 
1000 pesos. You should also be aware of fake notes as they 
are rampant in the city but the good news is that they are 
pretty easy to recognize as they are generally made of a 
much poorer quality than the genuine article.
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Bogotá is one of the southern hemisphere’s principal centres for writers, 
architects, intellectuals and artists and each one of the professions 

manifests itself throughout the city. Home to the national museum and 
the national cathedral, these are just two of the multitude of 

magnificent museums and churches located throughout the city. As well 
as impressive interiors, you will also see a fascinating mixture of colonial 

architecture and modernistic structures which give the city a unique 
appearance and one worthy of checking out.  

Generally speaking, Bogotá can be divided into four large zones; the 
central zone between carreras 1 and 14 and calles 5 and 34. This area 

includes the colonial neighbourhood of La Candelaria and is where the 
majority of government offices, museums, churches and other buildings 

of historical, artistic and cultural interest are situated. The northern zone 
is the modern commercial sector and is where the majority of cultural 

and activities take place. The southern zone is mainly industrial working 
class and the western zone is where you will find the city’s various parks 

and sports centers as will as the El Dorado Airport.  

One of the sights just outside the metropolitan area is the shrine of 
Monserrate. This is located on a nearby mountain and offers 

breathtaking views of the city. Also in the locality, you will see the unique 
underground Salt Cathedral of Zipaquira and the world famous 

Tequendama Falls which plunge through a canyon in the Andean 
jungle.
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Entertainment

The most popular entertainment venues in Bogotá are situated in the 
Zona Rosa region which is located between Carreras 11 and 15 and Calles 

81 and 84. Here you will find a vast array of cafes, pubs, clubs and live 
music venues. Outside the Zona Rosa, there are also several 

discotheques located on Calle 94 and Pepe Sierra Avenue.
Caribbean music is also very popular in the Colombian capital and there 

are several clubs which offer both salsa and reggae music to its clients. A 
bohemian and informal atmosphere makes it very easy to unwind after a 

day of doing the tourist thing.

Getting Around

While most of the main tourist attractions are within walking distance 
of each other, it is always helpful to know that the bus service in 

Bogotá covers the entire city. There is a bus system which is called 
TRANSMILENIO which has official stops. The very reasonable fare is 

paid in the station and passengers can buy individual tickets or several 
trips. There is also the SITP system (blue and dual buses), ruled by 

TRANSMILENIO, which covers the routes the red buses do not cover.   
If you are getting a taxi, insist that the driver uses the metre. There is 

a standard charge of about US$1.25 before your journey starts and 
after that the fare is calculated by units which are transferred into 
pesos. There should be a chart in every taxi showing you the list of 

units so you can ensure that you are not being overcharged.
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Cartagena is a city on the northern coast of Colombia in the
Caribbean Coast Region and capital of the Bolívar Department. It
is the fifth-largest city in Colombia and the second largest in the
region, after Barranquilla. The Cartagena urban area is also the
fifth-largest urban area in the country. Economic activities include
maritime and petrochemical industry, as well as tourism.

The city was founded on June 1, 1533,
and named after Cartagena, Spain.
However, settlement in this region
around Cartagena Bay by various
indigenous people dated back to
4000 BC. During the colonial period
Cartagena served a key role in
administration and expansion of the
Spanish empire. It was a centre of
political and economic activity due to
the presence of royalty and wealthy
viceroys.

This is fairy-tale city of romance and legends, inspiration to
artists and writers such Gabriel Garcia Marquez., very
picturesque colonial city with a great legacy of history
with a blend of all 3 cultures Spanish, Africans and Indians.
Great place to stroll its cobbled alleys and plazas , and drop
all sightseeing routines.
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Climate
Typically Caribbean , its average 28 to 30 C. it changes very little , 

although days are hot, fresh breeze blows in the evening, make this 
a pleasant time to stroll around the city. Theoretically the driest 

period is from December to April , where October and November are 
the wettest months.

ORIENTATION
The heart of the city is the Old Town 

built in 2 sections, both surrounded by 
walls , separated now by a district 

called "La Matuna". The Inner walled 
town is El Centro in the west (where 

originally the upper classes lived) and 
San Diego in the northeast (where 

middle classes lived) . The outer walled 
town, Getsemani, smaller and poorer 

where all workers and servants used to 
live in more modest houses. Outside of 

the walled town are several 
monumental fortresses. Stretching 
south of the old town is a peninsula 

with 3 districts El Laguito, Bocagrande 
y Castillo Grande. This area is packed 
with top class hotels restaurants and 

nightspots .

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

Cartagena has become an important place all year around for
national and international conventions and festivals, such as:
Hay Festival, FICCI, Festival Internacional de Música Clásica and
many more.
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WALLED CITY (OLD TOWN)

Museo de Arte Moderno (Museum of Modern Art).
Housed in a part of the former Royal Customs house, presents 

temporary exhibitions from its own collections , including works of 
Alejandro Obregon (important Colombian painter).

San Pedro Claver Convent.
Convent dedicated to a Spanish-born Jesuit monk , who lived and died 
there ,he was called "the slave of slaves", San Pedro worked all his life 

protecting slaves coming from Africa and teaching them to read and 
write and spiritual guide.

Museo Naval del Caribe (Museum of the Caribbean Navy)
It features a collection of objects related to the maritime history of 

Cartagena and the Caribbean.
Palacio de la  Inquisicion (Inquisition palace/ Historic museum).

Displays inquisitors' instruments of torture, Pre-Columbian pottery 
and historical objects dating from both Colonial and independence 

times.
Museo del oro y la arqueologia (Gold Museum).

Has a collection of pottery and gold of the Sinu (Zenu) Indians.
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ALSO IN THE OLD CITY:

Clock’s Tower (emblematic republican-style tower that marks the
entrance to the old town)
Plaza de los coches (Horse-drawn carriage Square)
Plaza de la aduana (Old Royal Customs House Square)
Plaza de Bolivar ( Boilvar’s Square)
Las Bóvedas (The Vaults) 23 dungeons built as store rooms for
provisions and munitions by the Spaniards, Now days they house
handcrafts and souvenirs for tourists.

CHURCHES

Catedral (Main religious building in the old town , built in 1575 and
rebuilt in 1612) after partially being destroyed by Francis Drake)
Iglesia de San Pedro Claver 18th century building and the resting
place of San Pedro Claver),
Iglesia de Santo Domingo (16th century building)
Iiglesia de Santo Toribio de Mangrovejo (small 17th century church
with Mudéjar style panelling).
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OUTSIDE OF THE WALLED CITY

Castillo de San Felipe de Barajas
Its the greatest and strongest fortress ever built by the Spaniards in 

their colonies , a complex system of tunnels connect strategic points 
of the fortress to distribute provisions and to facilitate evacuation.

Convento de la Popa (Convent of the stern)
150 Meters high hill , it is the convent of Nuestra Señora de la 

Candelaria (Our lady of Candles),patroness of the city. the highest 
point with beautiful views of Cartagena.

Monumento de la India Catalina
Tribute to the Caribbean Indian who served as an interpreter to 

Pedro de Heredia , founder of Cartagena.
Monumento de los Zapatos Viejos (Monument to the old shooes)

Sculpture and poem dedicated to the old town of Cartagena de 
Indias.

OTHER INTERESTING SUBURBS

Getsemani
Up and coming area, close to the old town ,picturesque streets with 

lively restaurants and cafes. This is the neighborhood where our 
branch is located.

Manga
Traditional Cartagena district , houses with classic Spanish colonial 

architecture.
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"Book your course with Spanish World Institute and make 
maximum progress in Spanish during an unforgettable stay in 

Bogota"

General Spanish courses will start every Monday.

Minimum period of enrolment 1 week

The school is open from 4 January 2015 - 23 December 2016

Colombia Public Holidays 2016

January

1,11 

March

21, 24 & 25 

May

1 & 9

June

6 

July

4 & 20 

August

7, 15 

October

17 

November

7 &14 

December

8 & 25 
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Headquarters

Carrera 4A No 56-56 Casa Esquina 
Bogotá – Colombia

Phone: +057 1 2483399 * +057 1 2569564
Fax: +57 1 2483399

Email: info@spanishworldinstitute.com
Skype: spanishworldinstitute.com

Website: www.spanishworldinstitute.com

www.spanishworldinstitute.com


