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Introduction

1. About SGI

Established in 1962, Saint George International is one of the oldest language schools 
in  London,  with  47 years  of  experience  in  delivering  English  language  learning  to 
students from all over the world, as well as 17 years as a recognised teacher-training 
centre.

Accredited by the British Council and EAQUALS, we can guarantee our students the 
very  highest  level  of  tuition  and  training  with  our  fully  qualified  and  experienced 
academic and management team.

2. About our Foundation Course

SGI’s full-time academic Foundation course is designed to prepare International and 
European students who wish to gain entry to higher education at a British University.

English language improvement and undergraduate study skills are taught within the 
context  of  four  main  modules  –  Life  in  Britain,  Business  Studies,  Introduction  to 
Economics, and Politics, with a special focus on instilling in our students an ability to 
demonstrate a critical analysis of key issues and produce the type of academic writing 
required by British University courses.

The course runs for 9 months from September to June.

To  enter  the  Foundation  Course,  students  are  required  to  have  graduated  from 
secondary / high school and have an IELTS score of at least 4.5 or a level of English 
equivalent to that. Students with an IELTS score of at least 5, or a level of English 
equivalent to that, may be able to have an exemption from the first term and join the 
course in January.

SGI launched its University Foundation Course in the summer of 2004 and gained 
formal accreditation by Middlesex University shortly afterwards. We were soon able to 
secure  progression  agreements  with  a  number  of  local  partners,  including  the 
University  of  Westminster,  Roehampton  University  London,  the  University  of 
Buckingham and The Regent’s College Group. These close links ensured we have 
been able to guarantee successful students entry onto degree programmes.

Since 2004, the course has developed and evolved, and our recent graduates have 
successfully gone on to enter an increasingly diverse range of degree courses and 
university destinations, including:

 BA Hons Law University of the West of England

 BA Hons Business Management University of Westminster

 BA Hons Marketing & Management University of Birmingham

 BA Hons Public Relations University of Westminster
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 BA Hons Media & Communications London Metropolitan University

 BA Hons Urban Planning London South Bank University

 MA Tourism Management Bournemouth University

 MSc Finance CASS Business School

 MSc Finance Manchester Metropolitan University

 BA Hons Business Management Kingston University

3. About our Academic Team

All our teachers and academic staff are well qualified to teach English to speakers of 
other languages. 

The vast  majority of  our academic staff  have advanced English language teaching 
qualifications as well as Masters degrees in language related subjects. 

The tutors for the Foundation course modules include teachers who have experience 
of lecturing at university level and have taught the Foundation programme at SGI for a 
number of years.
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University Foundation Course

1. Course Aims

The Foundation course aims to give thorough preparation in the following areas:

GENERAL  ENGLISH -  grammar,  vocabulary  and  skills  development  (reading, 
writing, speaking & listening).

IELTS -  to ensure students achieve an IELTS exam score sufficient  for  university 
entrance.

ACADEMIC SKILLS -  students are taught the Academic and Study skills they will 
require to succeed at a British University. These include:

 developing the ability to read selectively and critically

 how to use different sources for research

 participating in and leading seminars

 conveying their own opinion effectively 

 taking notes in lectures

 how to structure a cohesive piece of academic writing 

 how  to  produce  a  written  critical  analysis,  with  appropriate  referencing  in  a 
bibliography, and use of quotations

 how to avoid plagiarism 

Course modules:

LIFE IN BRITAIN 12 weeks (90 hours)
BUSINESS STUDIES 11 weeks (82.5 hours)
INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMICS 6 weeks (45 hours)
POLITICS 4 weeks (30 hours)
ACADEMIC WRITING 4 weeks (60 hours)

4. Assessment Overview

There  is  a  variety  of  assessment  tasks  throughout  each  term,  including  Group  & 
Individual Presentations, short essays, timed writing, longer assignments and exams. 

The ‘weighting’ of each assessed task increases gradually as the course progresses, 
starting with numerous ‘low-risk’ tasks and going on to more significant ‘final’  tasks. 
This is to reflect the way assessment is made at university.

 There are multiple tasks in Term One which are assessed, each with low-risk 
weighting. Overall, they contribute 10% to the Final Grade.

 

 Page 5

Book at worldwide lowest price at:
https://www.languagecourse.net/school--.php3

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/school--.php3


 The  Business Studies Module in  Term Two has 7 assessed tasks, with the 
weighting  of  each  task  gradually  becoming  more  important.  Overall,  these 
tasks are worth 20%.

 The  Economics Module has 3 assessed tasks,  the main one being a 1000 
word Assignment. The Economics tasks contribute 20% to the Final Grade.

 The  Politics Module has 3 assessed tasks, the main one being a 1.5 hours 
exam. These tasks are worth 10% overall.

 All students complete an  End-of-Course Assignment (2000-3000 words).  The 
weighting of the End-of-Course Assignment is 30%.

 The final task is an Individual Presentation of the End-of-Course Assignment, 
including Questions & Answers before a panel of (2 or 3) tutors, which is worth 
10% overall.

Assessment Summary

Term One - Sept-Dec
Life in Britain & Academic / Study Skills

10%

Term Two - Jan-March
Business Studies Module

20%

Term Three (Econ) - April-May
Economics Module

20%

Term Three (Pol) - May-June
Politics Module

10%

End-of-Course Assignment 30%

Final Presentation 10%

Total Value 100%
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5. Marking Descriptors

DISTINCTION 70 - 100%
 A distinction reflects an authoritative answer displaying full understanding of issues 

raised by the assignment.

 The work also demonstrates some originality, with a coherent and logical structure, 
a good range of exemplification and clearly referenced sources. 

 Confidence is shown in the use of analytical tools and problem-solving methods.

 The style of English is clear and accurate.

 Presentation is professional.

 An Overall Score within this range is equivalent to a First Class.

MERIT 60 - 69% 
 A  merit  reflects  an  answer  which  demonstrates  some  degree  of  independent 

critical evaluation of issues raised by the assignment, with an attempt at finding 
relevant examples.

 It is clear that serious thought has been given to the assignment and there is a 
good level of analysis.

 The structure is coherent with generally sound arguments.

 Writing style is mostly clear with satisfactory English.

 Good presentation.

 An Overall Score within this range is equivalent to an Upper Second.

GOOD PASS 50 - 59%
 A good pass reflects  an answer  which  does what  is  required in  terms of  task 

fulfilment  but  there  may  be  a  lack  of  progression  in  the  argument  and  the 
organisation may lack coherence to some extent. 

 However the work conveys a point of view which can be followed and shows some 
understanding of issues raised by the assignment.

 An attempt has been made to apply analytical tools/methods but evaluation needs 
to be developed further.

 Some flaws in writing  style  with  occasional  lack of  clarity,  but  mostly adequate 
English.

 Moderate presentation.

 An Overall Score within this range is equivalent to a Lower Second.

PASS 40 - 49%
 A pass reflects  an answer  which meets the basic  objectives of  the task but  is 

poorly  executed  and demonstrates  a  limited  grasp of  the  issues  raised by  the 
assignment.

 Some errors have been made in the application of tools/methods of evaluation.

 Limited evidence of an ability to use judgement.

 English contains frequent errors with deficiencies in clarity and style.

 Poor presentation.
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 An Overall Score within this range is equivalent to a Third.

FAIL - below 40%
 A fail  reflects  an answer  which has little  relation to the task set  with  irrelevant 

information,  poor  structure,  and  a  complete  lack  of  original  thought  or 
understanding of the issues raised by the assignment.

 The work shows no evidence of planning and an inability to apply given knowledge.

 Writing is hard to follow and incoherent.

Any work which is felt to have been plagiarised will also result in a Fail.

6. Marking Criteria

Students’  work  is  assessed  on  3  main  criteria:  Linguistic  accuracy,  Content  and 
relevance, and Writing style & structure.

The weighting  of  each category shifts  according to the stage of  the  course:  more 
emphasis is placed on language accuracy in the early stages – to encourage students 
to develop a sound basis  in  correct  grammar and spelling;  whereas the emphasis 
moves towards Content and Writing later on with the aim that students will focus on 
applying  knowledge  within  the  necessary  conventions  of  extended  academic 
assignments.

This is a summary of the elements which are considered within each criterion:

Linguistic Accuracy Correct use of grammar
Appropriate and correct vocabulary
Awareness of appropriate register

Content & Relevance Breadth of ideas 
Range of expression
Use of real world examples
Balanced argument
Evidence of extended subject knowledge
Answers question
Meets the requirements of the task

Writing / Structure Appropriate  essay  /  presentation 
structure with headings & sub-headings
Appropriate style
Correct  use  of  citation,  references  & 
bibliography
Avoidance of plagiarism
Presentation  (Title  page,  word  count, 
spelling)
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7. Re-submissions Policy

Our aim to replicate university study as much as possible means that we provide our 
students with a transparent policy on re-submitting work which has either fallen below 
a Pass (40%) or is deemed to have been plagiarised.

Of the 15 assessed tasks from January to June, students are permitted to re-submit a 
maximum  of  5  assignments  which  have  either  failed  or  been  given  0%  due  to 
plagiarism. If  the re-submitted work is felt  to be acceptable,  the mark is capped at 
40%.

8. Attendance

Students are expected to maintain a minimum of 90% attendance during the length of 
the course. SGI reserve the right to expel students who are persistently absent and 
who ignore oral and written warnings about their level of attendance.
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Term One   - Life in Britain & Introduction to Academic   
Study Skills

 12 weeks 

 22.5 hours per week – total 270 hours

 General English language development 15 hours per week – total 180 hours

 Foundation course input 7.5 hours per week – total 90 hours

 Assessment  of  Foundation course tasks from Term One is worth 10% of 
Final Grade in June

1. Aims

Term One aims to prepare students in the following areas:

General English – to ensure students start to establish a solid foundation in English 
grammar, to build a broad range of vocabulary and to develop skills (reading, writing, 
speaking & listening) which enable them to participate competently in communicative 
language activities.

Life in Britain – to introduce students to aspects of British culture and to give them a 
passive knowledge and understanding of British society. 
Subjects include:

- The United Kingdom and what it means to be British
- Education in the UK
- Media in the UK
- The Cost of Living
- Business & The Economy

Undergraduate Study Skills – to start introducing students to typical university study 
environments and assessment, including following lectures, participating in seminars, 
giving group or individual presentations, and the conventions of academic writing.
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2. Syllabus

Week 1

 Living in London 

 Preparing for Undergraduate Study

 GB vs UK

 Destination England 

 London Factfile – introduction to extended reading

 Task: Group Presentation - “London”

Week 2

 Academic skills – introduction to academic writing

 Note-taking & paraphrasing

 Brainstorming

 Listening – Introductions in Lectures

 Reading/Writing – planning and drafting an essay introduction

 Task: eLearning – Collaborative writing (100 words)

Week 3

 Education in the UK – schools

 Higher Education

 Participating in a seminar

 UCAS

 Interview about university life

 Task: Individual Presentation - Compare & contrast the education system in the UK 
and in your country.

Week 4

 Academic skills 

 Reading – identifying the main points

 Summarising

 Paraphrasing and reformulating

 Task: Write a text summary (200 words)

 Weighting: 5%

Week 5

 The Family

 Changing trends in the make-up of the British Family

 Presentation skills

 Study Skills – autonomous learning
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 Task: Writing - Reflective Learning Diary (400 words)

 Weighting: 5%

Week 6

 Cost of living

 Consumer society

 Academic skills – internet research

 Task: Group Presentation 

 Weighting: 5%

Week 7

 Avoiding Plagiarism 

 Using citations 

 References & Bibliography

 Task 1: Essay “The advantages and disadvantages of living in a consumer society” 
(500 words)

 Weighting: 5%

 Task 2: Time Constrained Assessment – essay (1 hour)

 Weighting: 5%

Week 8

 Media, newspapers

 Television

 Paraphrasing & summarising 2

 Further research skills

Week 9

 Presentation skills 2

 Handling Q&As 

 Further reading skills

 Task: Group Presentation – Press Freedom / Future of Television

 Weighting: 10%

Week 10

 Business & the Economy

 Privatisation

 Money & finance

 3 Sectors of Industry

 Task: Time Constrained Assessment – exam (1.5 hours)

 Weighting: 10%

Week 11

 UCAS Personal Statements
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 Avoiding Plagiarism 2

 Using citations 2

 Paraphrasing 3

 Task: End-of-Term Assignment (750 words)

 Weighting: 30%

Week 12

 End-of-term review

 Task: End-of-term Individual Presentations

 Weighting: 25%
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3. Materials

P. Harvey & R. Jones, Britain Explored, 2002, Pearson Longman

K. Cox & D. Hill, EAP Now!, 2004, Pearson Longman

S. Philpot & L. Curnick, New Headway Academic Skills Level 3, 2007, OUP

A.  Pallant,  English for  Academic Study:  Writing,  2004,  University  of  Reading  & 
Garnet Education

C. Campbell, English for Academic Study: Vocabulary, 2007, University of Reading 
& Garnet Education

P. Harben & J Slaght,  English for Academic Study: Reading, 2005, University of 
Reading & Garnet Education

J.  McCormack  &  J  Slaght,  English  for  Academic  Study:  Extended  Writing  & 
research skills, 2005, University of Reading & Garnet Education

C. Campbell & J. Smith, English for Academic Study: Listening, 2007, University of 
Reading & Garnet Education
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4. Term One – Sample Assignments

For this assignment you are required to produce an extended learner diary entry (not 
less than 400 words).

This should be a reflection on all aspects of your learning process and progress, up to 
the present moment.

You should include comments on the following:

1) Speaking skills, e.g. fluency, accuracy, confidence in presentations, discussions.

2) Writing skills, e.g. paraphrasing, organisation, vocabulary.

3) Listening skills, e.g. note taking, listening in different situations.

4) Reading skills, e.g. skimming, coping with difficult vocabulary.

5) Time management.

6) Group participation.

N.B. This list is not exhaustive. Feel free to add any other appropriate categories.

I suggest you focus on the stronger aspects of your performance and areas where you 
think you have made particular progress. You should also consider those areas which 
could be improved.

You  should  conclude  with  a  practical  plan  for  improving  your  weaker  areas  and 
perhaps set short and medium term objectives.

Short Essay

1. What are the pros and cons of “The Consumer Society”? Is the Consumer Society  
sustainable in the 21st Century?

2. What factors have contributed to the recent rise in the cost of living in the UK?  
How does this increase have an impact on people living in Britain?

Word Count 500 – 800 words

You must use your own words and not copy sections from the sources you use.

You must include References and a Bibliography.

Late submission will be penalised (5% of the mark).

You have ONE HOUR and FIFTEEN MINUTES to answer ALL of the 
following questions (part A and part B).

 

 Page 15

Book at worldwide lowest price at:
https://www.languagecourse.net/school--.php3

+1 646 503 18 10 +44 330 124 03 17 +34 93 220 38 75 +33 1-78416974 +41 225 180 700 +49 221 162 56897 +43 720116182

+31 858880253 +7 4995000466 +46 844 68 36 76 +47 219 30 570 +45 898 83 996 +39 02-94751194 +48 223 988 072

+81 345 895 399 +55 213 958 08 76 +86 19816218990

https://www.languagecourse.net/school--.php3


A

Academic Undergraduate Study Skills
Points

1. What is the purpose of a lecture? 3

2. Describe 4 characteristics of a lecture. 4

3. What is the purpose of a seminar? 3

4. Describe 4 characteristics of a seminar. 4

5. List 4 different ways that you will be assessed at university. 4

6. Give 3 beneficial reasons for keeping a Learner Diary. 3

7. Describe at least 8 steps to writing an academic essay. 8

8. What is plagiarism? 2

9. Why is learning to summarise and paraphrase an essential skill 
for university? 2

10. Describe 3 steps to summarising a text. 3

11. Why do good academic essays include quotations? 2

12. In an academic essay, what is a reference? 2

13. What is a bibliography and what information should it include? 3

14. List four ideas on how best to research on the internet. 4

15. Describe the main parts of an effective presentation. 3

Total 50

B

Read the text from a lecture on Business Activities, which is on the 
handout, and complete the following tasks:

1. underline   the main points in the lecture - on the handout;

2. write a list of the main points - on your answer sheet;

3. write a summary of the lecture, expressing the main points in your 
own words.

            (50 points)

End-of-Term Assignment

Choose ONE of the following:
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1. a) Outline the different sectors of industry in Britain, and describe the current 
importance of each sector to the UK economy.
b)  Then  choose  ONE  area  of  industry  and  describe  how  and  why  it  has 
changed over the last 50 years.

2. a) Briefly describe the process of privatisation in the UK.
b) Outline and discuss the arguments for and against privatisation.

3. Describe the main functions of the following:
a) The Bank of England
b) The London Stock Exchange
c) Lloyds of London

Word Count: 750 - 1000 words

You must use your own words and not copy sections from the sources you use.

You must include References and a Bibliography.

Late submission will be penalised (5% of the mark).
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Term Two   -   Business Studies  

 11 weeks

 22.5 hours per week – total 247.5 hours

 General English language development / IELTS Exam Preparation 15 hours per 
week – total 165 hours

 Business Studies input 7.5 hours per week – total 82.5 hours

 Assessment of Business Studies tasks is worth 20% of Final Foundation Course 
Grade 

1. Aims

 To introduce students to key topic areas in Business

 To familiarise students with relevant Business vocabulary

 To use the topic  areas to further develop undergraduate study skills  e.g.  note-
taking in lectures, 

participating in seminars, 
delivering presentations, 
doing research and further reading, 
using references and bibliographies,
planning and writing extended essays 

 To develop in students the ability to analyse, evaluate, use critical thinking, and be 
independent learners

2. Syllabus

Week 1 What is Business?
 Ownership

 Business Organisations – Private Sector

 Sole Trader, Partnership, Limited Companies

Weeks 2 - 4 Organisations
 Organisational structures, hierarchies, teams

 Principles of management and organisational structure

 Organisational cultures, Charles Handy

 Leadership and management styles, Theory X & Y

 Theories of Motivation & Motivation in Practice

 Case Studies

Weeks 5 - 7 Objectives & Strategy
 Business start-ups and entrepreneurs

 Business Planning
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 Sources of Finance, start-up and expansion finance

 Corporate Aims, Mission, and Goals

 Corporate objectives and strategy

 Pitching a new Business

Weeks 8 - 10 Marketing and The Product
 What is Marketing? Marketing Objectives

 Analysing the market, market share

 Market Research, primary, qualitative, quantitative

 The role of the product

 Product life cycles and portfolios

 Case Studies

Weeks 10 & 11 External Influences
 External influences on business and market forces

 Markets and competition

 Environmental issues

 SWOT analysis

Business Studies Assessed Tasks and Assignments

 Task: Writing - Reflective Learning Diary (400 words) Weighting: 5%

 Case Study 1: “Mr McGregor” Weighting: 5%

 Task:  Group  Presentation  “A  new  business  or  product  – 
Dragon’s Den Pitch”

Weighting: 10%

 Case Study 2: “Sunny Delight” Weighting: 15%

 Task: Time Constrained Assessment – exam case study Weighting: 15%

 End-of-Term Assignment (1000 words) Weighting: 30%

 End-of-Term Presentation (individual) Weighting: 20%

3. Materials

I.  Marcouse,  Gillespie,  Martin,  Surridge  &  Wall,  Business  Studies,  2003,  Hodder 
Arnold

Units: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 30, 31, 32, 33, 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 60, 61, 71, 75, 77, 81, 82

I. Marcouse & D. Lines, Business Case Studies, 2002, Longman

I. MacKenzie, English for Business Studies, 2002, CUP

C. Walker, English for Business Studies, 2008, Garnet Education

www.thetimes100.co.uk

www.bized.co.uk

The Economist
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The Financial Times
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4. Term Two – Sample Assignments and Criteria

Assessed Assignment 2 (weighting 5%)

Case Study “Mr McGregor”

For this assignment, you are required to answer  Questions 1, 2, 4 and 5 (not 
Question 3).

Total marks: 40

Your answers will be assessed on the following criteria:

1. Content
Have you shown a good understanding of the theory?

2. Application
Are the comments that you make applied to the context of the case study?

3. Analysis
Have you analysed the question, using the relevant theory?

4. Evaluation
Have you shown a balanced judgement in your answer?

Guidelines:
 Ensure you read the case study carefully, and understand the main points
 Revise  your  notes  on  leadership,  management  style,  company  culture, 

motivation
 Make notes for writing your answers
 Draft your answers first; then edit them
 Check for spelling, and grammar mistakes
 Look at the assessment criteria above – ask yourself, are you covering the 4 

criteria in most of your answers?

Late submission will be penalised (5% of the mark)
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Assessed Assignment 3 (weighting 10%)

Group Presentation: “New Business Start-Up”

For this assignment, you are required to:
 work together in a group
 think of an idea for a new business venture
 develop the idea
 present the idea as a group to gain investment capital for your start-up. 

Please read the detailed guidelines carefully:

Planning Stages

 You have brainstormed ideas

 You have made a choice of product or service

 You have started to develop your idea

 Use the questions which follow to add the details. Your presentation needs to 
be  convincing,  and  well-researched.  The  most  important  element  of  the 
assessment is Presentation Content (35%)

 Divide the areas between you to research, and make notes on them.

 Come back together, and share your findings. Agree on new points.

 Now you  need  to  draft  the  presentation.  Remember  you  need  to  convince 
investors that your idea will be profitable, and has the potential to succeed.

 You will need to work on different parts of the presentation individually. Use the 
language from the lessons on Presenting. Remember that 25% of the marks 
are given for clear and appropriate presentation structure.

 Re-group  again,  and  discuss  the  presentation  draft  –  is  it  clear?  Will  the 
audience understand? Do you need visual aids?

 You will need at least 1 practice run-through of the presentation. After this, you 
may need to make changes.

 Good luck!
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Group Presentation: “New Business Start-Up”

Areas to consider:

1. Product or Service?

 Have you found a gap in the market?

 If not, what makes your product or service different?

 What are the needs that your product or service fulfil?

 If you do have an innovative idea, will the customer understand it?

 Remember people  generally  do not  like  change – will  you  be able  to 
generate repeat business?

 Will your product/service be profitable?

 Do you need to protect the intellectual property of your idea?

2. Market?

 Who is your target market? (young/old; male/female; high/low income)

 Do you really understand your customer base?

 How will you reach this market? What kind of marketing will you need – 
advertising (where?), promotions (what kind?)

 How can you generate word-of-mouth advertising?

 How might you develop customer loyalty?

3. Location?

 Where will you be based?

 What kind of premises do you need?

 Have  you  thought  about  distribution  issues  –  from  suppliers  /  to 
customers?

4. Finance?

 How much money will you need to start-up?

 Will you be investing some capital? Do you have any collateral?

 Estimate your costs for premises, any equipment or materials you may 
need, salaries for staff you may need to employ, a budget for marketing, 
working capital etc.

 Think about pricing strategy for your products or service – will you keep 
prices low for a mass market approach, or is your product or service more 
exclusive (and therefore priced more expensively)?

 What are your financial forecasts – when do you plan to start trading? 
What turnover/profit do you estimate for the first 3 years?
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Your presentation will be assessed on the following criteria:

 Presentation Content 35%
Have you followed the planning stages carefully?
How deeply have you considered the task questions? 
How realistic and practical is the idea?
Have you developed the idea in a logical way?

 Presentation structure 25%
Introduction, linking ideas, signposting, conclusion

 Presentation clarity 20%
Speaking clearly, using cues (not reading from script), using visual aids, use of 
emphasis and varied intonation. 
Ability to explain the idea, persuade the audience, justify decisions, and deal 
with questions

 Teamwork 20%
Ability  to  work  as  a  team,  assisting  team-mates  when  misunderstanding or 
confusion occurs.
How well differences are resolved, and conflict is managed 
Collaborating effectively

The date for this Presentation Assignment is Friday 20th February 

If you are absent for the group presentation, your individual score will be 0%

Each group will receive a group score
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End-of-term Assignment (weighting 30%)  Essay – 1000 words

Essay Titles:

1. Consider  the  view  that  autocratic  management  has  no  place  in  today’s 
business world.

2. ‘Management is no longer about leading others; it is about working with them.’ 
To what extent do you agree with this view.

3. Discuss the importance of financial reward systems in the motivation of staff.

4. Consider  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  one  ideal  method  to  motivate  staff, 
because everyone is different.

5. Consider  the  factors  most  likely  to  lead  to  success  when  starting  a  new 
hairdressers.

6. ‘The Product is the most important part of the marketing mix.’ Discuss.

Completion date for Essay: 
Monday 23rd March at 9.15am

Late submission will be penalised (5% of the mark)

Essay Guidelines

The essay must meet the following criteria:

 Presentation –  typed,  with  a  Title  Page,  Contents,  Headings  and  sub-
headings, Reference list and Bibliography.

 Plagiarism – any essay which is found to have sections copied without 
being  clearly  referenced  will  be  FAILED. You  must  write  your  essay in 
YOUR OWN WORDS.

 Evidence of wider reading / research – your essay must include direct 
quotations and make reference to ideas/arguments from other sources.

Recommended Reading List

Marcouse, I. (2003) Business Studies, Hodder Arnold

Units  on  Marketing,  Motivation  in  Theory  &  Practice,  Leadership  &  Management 
Styles, Business Start-Ups

Walker, C. (2008) English for Business Studies, Garnet Education

Units on Leadership & Teams, Theories of Motivation, People & Markets, Products & 
Strategies
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Drucker, P. (2004) What makes an Effective Executive, Harvard Business Review

Herzberg, F. (2003) One More Time – How do you motivate employees? Harvard 
Business Review

http://www.economist.com/business/management/

Articles on leaders and managers, different styles and approaches.

http://www.toolkit.com/small_business_guide/index.aspx

Clear guidelines on the steps you need to take to start a new business.

http://www.bized.co.uk/compfact/business_profiles.htm

Profiles on different companies with sections on marketing, management and so on.
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Term Three -   Economics  

 6 weeks

 22.5 hours per week – total 135 hours

 General English language development / IELTS Exam Preparation 15 hours 
per week – total 90 hours

 Economics input 7.5 hours per week – total 45 hours

 Assessment  of  Economics  tasks  is  worth  20%  of  Final  Foundation 
Course Grade 

1. Aims

 To  introduce  students  to  key  principles  and  theories  in  micro  and  macro 
Economics

 To familiarise students with Economics vocabulary

 To use the topic areas to further develop undergraduate study skills e.g. note-
taking in lectures, 

participating in seminars, 
delivering presentations, 
doing research and further reading, 
using references and bibliographies,
planning and writing extended essays 

 To  continue  to  develop  in  students  the  ability  to  analyse,  evaluate,  apply 
relevant tools, and be independent learners

2. Syllabus

Week 1

Introduction:
 The economic problem
 Production/consumption - scarcity
 Micro/macroeconomics
 Modelling – opportunity costs and the production possibility curve
 Economic systems

Demand:
 The law of demand
 Underlying factors
 Movements along and shifts of the demand curve
 Graphical representation
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Week 2

Supply:
 Supply and price
 Other determinants of supply
 Movements along and shifts of the supply curve
 Graphical representation

Determination of Price:
 The price mechanism and equilibrium in free market economy
 The effect of shifts in supply and demand

Week 3

Price Elasticity of Demand:
 Graphical representation
 The significance of sign and value

Examples to be studied:
 Here  the  emphasis  is  on  the  identification  and  graphical  representation  of 

underlying factors of demand and supply, and their effect on price.
 Food prices www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/apr/06/food.foodanddrink)
 The Stock Market (Essential Economics pp44-45)

Week 4

Introduction to Macroeconomic Issues:
 Economic growth and the business cycle 
 The business cycle and:

a) Unemployment
b) Inflation
c) Balance of payments/balance of trade

 Targets for sustainability of economic growth and how they may be achieved
 Students are required to research one of the these topics in their own country

Week 5

Money and Banking
 The definition and functions of money
 The role of the banks: liabilities and assets
 Liquidity and profitability/the liquidity ratio
 The role of the central bank and the money markets

Week 6

Inflation
 The rate of inflation
 Demand-pull inflation/Cost-push inflation
 The problems of inflation

Unemployment
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 Unemployment and the business cycle
 Definitions
 Equilibrium level of unemployment
 Causes of disequilibrium unemployment
 Unemployment and the labour market

3. Materials

Harrison, Smith, Davies, Introductory Economics, Macmillan, 1992.

Chapters: 1, 3, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 32, 33

Sloman, Essentials of Economics, Prentice Hall, 2007.

Chapters: Intro, 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12

Gillespie, AS and A Level Economics Through Diagrams, Oxford, 2002

Pages: 1, 4, 7, 10, 12, 19, 67, 70, 73, 76, 88, 91, 105

Useful Websites

http://economics.about.com/

http://www.tutor2u.net/revision_notes_economics.asp

http://www.bized.co.uk/
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4. Term Three – Sample Assignments and Criteria

Economics Assignment 1 

This assignment will account for 30% of your total mark for the Economics section of 
the University Foundation Course.

For this assignment you are required to read the following article:

Sloman J,  The UK housing market,  in Essentials of Economics (pp 42-43), Prentice 
Hall, 2007

You must then carry out the following tasks:

1) Draw supply  and demand diagrams to illustrate what  was happening to house 
prices (a) in the second half of the 1980s and the late 1990s and early 2000s; (b) in 
the early 1990s.

2) Explain the above mentioned diagrams in your own words, with reference to the 
given text.

3) Find out what has happened to house prices in the UK over the past two years. 
Illustrate yours findings with  diagrams and explain  these diagrams in your  own 
words.

The  research  for  part  3  can  be  carried  out  on  the  internet.  You  must  provide 
references.

The completion date for the assignment is Monday 20th April 2009 at 3pm.

Late submission will be penalised (5% of the mark)

Suggested procedure:

1) Skim the text (text provided and your own research material).

2) Identify  the underlying  factors which  could  affect  supply  or  demand for  the 
specified periods.

3) Decide whether these factor result  in a shift to the left or to the right of the 
supply or demand curves

4) Draw individual graphs for each factor, illustrating the shift.

5) In the case of underlying factors of demand, add the supply curve and illustrate 
the change in price which is caused by the disequilibrium of supply and demand, 
(whether surplus or shortage).

6) Describe  and  explain  your  diagram  in  your  own  words  and  using  suitable 
annotation. You should account for the change in price resulting from movement 
along the supply and demand curves.
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Assessment Criteria:

1) Clear, simple diagrams must be included for each underlying factor in each period. 

2) Your explanation should use clear and appropriate terminology.

3) Your diagrams should be clearly titled and annotated.

Suggested web sites:

a) The UK housing market

 Nationwide Building Society   (http://www.nationwide.co.uk/) 

 Ho  HM Treasury   (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/) 

 useweb   (http://www.houseweb.co.uk/house/index.html)

 The Guardian   (http://www.guardian.co.uk/) 

 http://www.bized.co.uk/learn/economics/housing/demandsupply  

b) Supply and demand in general

 http://economics.about.com/  

 http://www.tutor2u.net/revision_notes_economics.asp  

 http://www.bized.co.uk/  

Economics Assignment 2 

This assignment will account for 35% of your total mark for the Economics section of 
the University Foundation Course.
You  are  required  to  research  and  report  on  at  least  two of  the  following  topics, 
relating to your country:

A.  Economic growth

B. Unemployment

C. Inflation

D. Balance of Payments and/or balance of trade

E. Currency exchange rates

You should also meet the following criteria:
1. You  should  supply  information  on  at  least  the  last  three  years,  up  to  the 

present.

2. You should comment on government policy regarding the issues discussed.
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3. You should support your work with diagrams, when possible.

4. You should provide references and a bibliography.

5. You should write between 750 and 1000 words.

Use your own words and only write what you can understand. You are expected to 
produce simple descriptions, not in depth analysis. 
Plagiarism will not be accepted.
The completion date for the assignment is Monday 18th May 2009 at 3pm.
Late submission will be penalised (5% of the mark)

Economics Assignment 3

Economics Exam 

This exam accounts for 35% of the total marks for the Economics section of the 
University Foundation Course.
Time allowed: One hour
Answer all questions.
Use diagrams where appropriate.

1. “An  increase  in  price  reduces  quantity  demanded,  while  a  fall  in  demand 
reduces price.”

A  non-economist  might  find  this  statement  contradictory.  By  distinguishing 
between shifts of  a demand curve and movements along a demand curve, 
explain the apparent contradiction. (5 marks)

2. What will happen to the equilibrium price and quantity of butter in each of the 
following cases?  You should state whether demand or supply (or both) have 
shifted and in which direction.

a) A rise in the price of margarine.

b) A rise in the demand for yogurt.

c) A rise in the price of bread.

d) A rise in the demand for bread.

e) A tax on butter production.

You should explain the reasons for your answer in each case and illustrate with 
a diagram. (10 marks)

3. Why do  banks  hold  a  range  of  assets  of  varying  degrees  of  liquidity  and 
profitability? (10 marks)
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4. What are the differences between cost push and demand pull  inflation? (10 
marks)

Term Three -   Politics  

 4 weeks

 22.5 hours per week – total 135 hours

 Academic Writing 15 hours per week – total 60 hours

 Politics input 7.5 hours per week – total 30 hours

 Assessment of Politics tasks is worth 10% of Final Foundation Course 
Grade 

1. Aims

 To  give  students  an  understanding  of  the  concepts  of  modern  politics  and  a 
passive knowledge of the British political system

 To use the topic areas to further develop undergraduate study skills 

e.g. note-taking in lectures, 
participating in seminars, 
delivering presentations, 
doing research and further reading

 To  continue  to  develop  in  students  the  ability  to  analyse,  evaluate,  and  be 
independent learners.

 To firmly establish a solid  understanding of the essential  elements of  extended 
academic writing

e.g. planning and drafting, 
using sources effectively by summarising and paraphrasing, 
the importance of structure, 
stylistic conventions, 
incorporating quotations 
and compiling a bibliography/reference list.

2. Syllabus

Week 1
 Introduction – Definition of Politics
 Theoretical background: key political concepts eg democracy/freedom
 What governments do
 System of government in the UK/ Parliament/ the Constitution/the monarchy

Week 2
 Political Parties in the UK (comparison with own countries)
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 Socialism/ capitalism
 Thatcher/ Blair/ Brown/Cameron/Osborne

Week 3
 Tony Blair’s Third Way; Brown’s 10% tax ramifications 
 US Politics - Obama
 Attitudes to race in the USA/UK and own countries
 Articles in the Economist on the above

Week 4
 Elections
 Media and politics
 The legal system
 Times article on 42 day detention by John Major
 Discussion on alcohol/smoking/ and university places for foreign students 

3. Materials

Jones B, Kavannagh D, Moran M, and Norton P- Politics UK Longman 2001
Chapters:1, 5, 6, 8,10

Harvey P and Jones R  Britain Explored  Longman 2002
Chapters: 3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 15

Daily newspapers, The Economist, and archived material on the internet related to the 
above. 
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Guided Self-Study Block

1. Aims

 To give students an experience of independent study (2 weeks)

 To allow time for extended reading and research

 To enable students to draft and complete a final project and prepare for a final 
individual presentation

2. Final Project & Presentation Overview

Final Project (weighting 30%)
Essay – 2000 to 3000 words

The end of course Project is an extended piece of writing to be undertaken in the final 
two weeks of the course. The students can choose the topic for the essay. The topic 
selected  can  be  related  to  any  of  the  areas  covered  by  the  foundation  course 
(Business/Economics/Politics) but must be agreed with course tutors. 

End-of-Course Presentation (weighting 10%)
Individual Presentation – 10 minutes plus Q&A

The Presentation is a summary of the Final Project’s key points, no longer than 10 
minutes not including final questions, and is given to a panel of 2 to 3 tutors. 

3. Final Project Timeline and Criteria 

Monday 8th June 
 Start to consider your Essay title or topic
 Send  in  your  suggested  Title  and  Proposal  to  Josh 

(jround@stgeorges.co.uk) by the end of Monday 

Tuesday 9th June 
 SGI tutor will confirm by email your choice of Essay topic and title or amend 

if necessary

Thursday 11th June
 Submit your Plan by 10am to Josh (jround@stgeorges.co.uk)
 The Plan must include

1) A summary of your argument
2) A list of points you will make in each paragraph
3) A list of some of the sources you have found and intend to use e.g. 

chapters of books, articles, websites etc
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 Late submission of your Plan will be penalised by a 5% deduction 

 Compulsory tutorial with tutor   to discuss your Plan and main ideas – this 
can be done here at the school face to face,  or  by telephone,  between 
11.15 and 15.00

 Failure to take tutorial will be penalised by a 5% deduction 

Monday 15th
 Completion date for submitting your Essay Draft by 16.00 (please email 

to Josh at jround@stgeorges.co.uk)
 The Draft must 

1) be realistic, not just scribbled notes
2) well-presented (word document)
3) have most of the essay completed (about two-thirds finished)
4) include a list  of  the sources you have used,  e.g.  a draft  of  your 

References and Bibliography
 Late submission of your Draft will be penalised by a 5% deduction for 

each day after this date

Tuesday 16th

 SGI tutor will send Draft back with comments and suggestions to help you 
improve & finish essay

Thursday 18th

 Completion date for submitting Essay by 9am (please email to Josh at 
jround@stgeorges.co.uk)

 Late submission of your Essay will be penalised by a 5% deduction 

Friday 19th

 Individual Presentation to panel of 2-3 tutors between 11.15-15.00

Essay Criteria

 Presentation –  typed,  with  a  Title  Page,  Contents,  Headings  and  sub-
headings, Reference list and Bibliography.

 Plagiarism – You must write your essay in YOUR OWN WORDS. Sections 
which  are  clearly  NOT  your  own  writing  -  and  which  are  not  clearly 
referenced/indicated as “quotations” - will be considered as PLAGIARISM. 
Quotations should not take up more than 10% of your essay. Plagiarism 
and excessive use of quotations will result in failure (0%).

 Evidence of wider reading / research – your essay must include direct 
quotations and make reference to ideas/arguments from other sources.

4. Sample Essay Titles
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1. Only large  companies  need,  and can afford  to  have,  a  marketing  strategy. 
Discuss this statement with regard to businesses in the UK and in your country.

2. ‘A good leader can always turn an ineffective business into a successful one.’ 
With reference to businesses in the UK and in your country, discuss to what 
extent can good management make a difference to the success of a firm?

3. Being part of the European Union has transformed the economic and political 
landscape of Spain. Discuss.

4. Discuss the economic issues relating to a particular industry or industry sector 
in your country/region.

5. Does the mass media have a direct influence on people’s voting behaviour or 
merely reinforce their existing political views?
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